Tefila 101Lesson 4-The Link Between

And

Source 1

Translation: It is a positive commandment to pray each day as it is written: and you shall serve G-d.
Through divine inspiration, they determined that the word: “service” in that verse represents prayer, as it is
written: And to serve Him with all your hearts. Our sages said: what is service of the heart? That is
prayer. And the number of prayers to pray each day is not decreed by the Torah; and the wording of the
prayers is not decreed by the Torah and the Torah does not set forth a set time each day for prayer.
Source 2

Translation: To serve G-d , that means to study Torah . . . An alternative explanation: service in this
verse represents Tefila . . . You can ask: what type of service can be done through one’s heart? What is the
message that the Torah is conveying? That service in this verse is a reference to Tefila. So did King David
declare (Tehillim 141, 2) Let my prayer be set forth before you like incense; and the lifting up of my hands
like the evening sacrifice.
Source 3

Translation: Said R. Safra in the name of R. Yehoshua son of Chanina: What is the meaning of the
words: V’Shinantem L’Banecha? Do not read the word as V’Shinantem but instead read it as
V’Shilashtem (divide into three parts). This means that a person should divide the time he devotes to
Torah learning during his lifetime into three parts: one-third dedicated to studying the written law; one-third
dedicated to studying the Mishna and one-third dedicated to studying the Talmud (the last two parts
constitute the Oral Law). But how does a person know how long he will live so that he can divide his
lifetime into three equal parts? Instead say that this is a rule that a person should follow on a daily basis;
i.e. divide his daily learning time into three sections.
Source 4
Philo-Man’s true function is to know G-d, and to make G-d known: he can know G-d only
through His revelation, and he can comprehend that revelation only by continued study.
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Tefila 101Source 5
Worship Of The Heart by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, Ktav, p. 25-26
Maimonides emphasized that the commandment U-le-ovdo be-khol levavkhem (Deut. 11:130,
to serve Him with all your heart, belongs to a class of general precepts (those which apply
not to a specific case and act but contain a norm whose innate applications are all-inclusive
and refer to the total attitude of man toward G-d) and that tefillah represents only one facet
of this basic precept of avodah she-be-lev. The quotation from the midrashic sources, which
Maimonides utilizes in order to prove this thesis regarding the Pentateuchal character of
prayer supports our viewpoint that avodah she-be-lev exceeds the narrow confine of formal
prayer and liturgic performance. Studying the Torah is also included, since through the acts
of learning and teaching man expresses his inner religious self. Whenever the true
God-seeking self appears on the threshold of our objective world, the miracle of avodah
she-be-lev is achieved.
Source 6
by Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik,
, 5758, p. 123:

Translation: The Mitzvah of Torah study demands much from a person: study, concentration, deep
immersion, persistence, and other similar qualities but it is all worth the effort because the final goal is to
reach a “rendezvous” with the presence of the Almighty. Studying Torah can be compared to embarking on
a journey whose destination can never be reached and to travelling toward a place that is difficult to reach.
Source 7
, ibid. pp. 124-125:

Translation: One finds within Jewish theology the precept that is grounded in the verse: (Deut. 30, 2) and
you shall return to G-d, your G-d. After a Jew spends much time lost having deviated from the correct
path, being assimilated within popular culture and involved in forms of idolatry-in the end, he can rely on
G-d’s promise that he will be welcomed should he seek to return to G-d’s ways, as the verse tells us: and he
will seek G-d, your G-d, there, and you shall find G-d if you search for G-d with your whole heart and
your entire soul (ibid, 4, 29).
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Tefila 101Translation: The commandment of “and you shall seek” which is the responsibility of every Jew is
surprising since it is well known that Jews are believers, the sons of believers. For what reason are we
required to involve ourselves in the act of seeking? Have we not been acknowledging G-d since the days of
Avrohom, our forefather. Why the command to seek?

Translation: In my opinion, a Jew is commanded to involve himself in the mitzvah of seeking G-d at all
times and forever until he reaches the status of one who finds G-d after searching for G-d. This
commandment is difficult to fulfill and involves a slow process. Therefore it is necessary to devote the full
efforts of both your heart and your soul. The goal of this process is to find G-d, and our being granted the
ultimate redemption is dependent on our undertaking this process.

Translation: Our involvement in the process of seeking and searching is a necessary corollary to our belief in
G-d and in our fulfilling all the Mitzvos . . . We are all obligated to seek G-d and to request that He be
forever near to us particularly when we call out for His help. Our faith will then be genuine and will cause
us to be as close to G-d as is possible.
Source 8
p. 34 Artscroll; p. 45 Koren

Translation: May it be Your will, Lord our G-d and G-d of our ancestors, that this recitation be
considered accepted and favored before You as if we had offered the daily sacrifice at its appointed time and
place, according to its laws.
Source 9
p. 40 Artscroll; p. 49-Koren;

Translation: Master of the universe, You have commanded us to offer the daily sacrifice at its appointed
time with the Kohanim performing their service, the Leviim on their platform, and the Israelites at their
post. Now, because of our sins, the Beit Hamikdash was destroyed, and the daily sacrifice discontinued.
The Kohanim are no longer performing their service; the Leviim are no longer accompanying the sacrifices
with song; and no Israelites are standing by the sacrifices. But You said: I will accept that which comes out
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Tefila 101of your lips as an alternative to the animal sacrifices. Therefore may it be Your will, Lord our G-d and the
G-d of our ancestors, that the prayer of our lips be considered, accepted and favored before You as if we had
offered the daily sacrifice at its appointed time and place, according to its laws.
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