Tefila 101Lesson 36-The Rules Of
Rule: The following excerpts from the Talmud present four rules that concern

Brachos:
1.
The theme of all the Brachos must be recited in their ending Bracha.
2.
The theme of the Bracha as represented in its concluding Bracha must be
referred to just before the concluding Bracha.
3.
The theme of the Bracha must be stated at the opening and closing of the
Bracha.
4.
The concluding Bracha may not refer to more than one theme.
Source 1

Translation: The theme of all the Brachos must be recited in its ending Bracha. We are not permitted to
recite a verse as a closing Bracha1.
Source 2

Translation: And Rab Judah said Samuel's name: He who recites Havdalah must say something in the
nature of the conclusion near to its conclusion. While the Pumbeditheans maintain: He must say something
about the theme of the Bracha at the commencement of the Bracha just as he does before its conclusion.
Wherein do they differ? They differ in respect of a Festival which falls after the Sabbath; i.e. Sunday, when
we conclude with ‘Who makes a distinction between holy and holy.’ Those who hold the view that something
in the nature of the commencement must be repeated at the conclusion, it will be unnecessary to say, ‘You
did make a distinction between the sanctity of the Sabbath and the sanctity of the Festival’; but those who
hold the view that a formula in the nature of the conclusion must be said immediately before the conclusion,
it is necessary to say, ‘You did make a distinction between the sanctity of the Sabbath and the sanctity of
the Festival.’
Source 3

1.
This rule is a rule whose exact application has been forgotten. Several theories abound as to what the rule represents.
Those theories lie beyond the parameters of this lesson.
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Tefila 101Translation: Every section that was dear to King David, he would open with the word: Ashrei. That was
not the only clue to discovering sections that were dear to King David. There are also chapters of Tehillim
that begin and end with the same words; i.e. the chapters that open and close with the word Halleluya or
Hodu or the chapter that ends Hashem Adoneinu Mah Adir Shimcha B’Chol Ha’Aretz. Based on this
style of writing, our Sages based their practice of composing Brachos in which the opening and closing of a
Bracha share wording.
Source 4

Translation: The one who held that you must repeat the theme of the opening of the Bracha near the end of
the Bracha would not say just before the end of the Bracha of Havdalah when Yom Tov falls after Shabbos
the line: Bain Kedushas Shabbos L’Kedushas Yom Tov Hivdalta but would say the usual ending of Bain
Yom Ha’Shvii L’Sheishes Yimei Ha’Ma’Aseh which matches the opening words of Ha’Mavdil Bain
Kodesh L’Chol.
Source 5

Translation: Our Rabbis taught: How does one conclude the Bracha of the building of Jerusalem in Birkas
Hamazone? R. Jose son of R. Judah says: Saviour of Israel. ‘Saviour of Israel’ and not ‘Builder of
Jerusalem’? Say rather, ‘Saviour of Israel’ also. Rabbah b. Bar Hanah was once at the house of the
Exilarch. He mentioned one theme at the beginning of the third blessing and both at the end. R. Hisda
said: Is it better to conclude with a Bracha that presents two themes? Has it not been taught: Rabbi says
that we do not conclude with a Bracha that presents two themes?
Source 6
Those who followed Minhag Eretz Yisroel did not accept the rule that a concluding Bracha
may present only one theme as can be seen by the following two concluding Brachos as
found in Shemona Esrei according to Minhag Eretz Yisroel:

2. A commentary on the entire Talmud Bavli. It was published and distributed as softcover booklets which were sent by
subscription in installments over the course of the Daf Ha - Yomi cycle authored by Rabbi Yaakov Shulvitz of Beni Brak who
was later joined by Rabbi Yehuda Leib Gartner
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The Bracha ending reads as follows:

.

Source 7

Source 8

Translation: The eighteen Brachos of Shemona Esrei that our Sages composed correspond to the eighteen
times that G-d’s name appears in Chapter 29 of Tehillim. In order to maintain eighteen Brachos within
Shemona Esrei, it is permissible to join the Bracha in opposition to apostates with the Bracha of the sinners
or the Bracha that concerns the converts with the Bracha concerning our elders or the Bracha that requests
the restoration of the Davidic monarchy with the request for the restoration of Jerusalem. If you wish, you
may recite any of these Brachos individually.
Source 9

Translation: This is what R’ Sa’Adiya Gaon, z”l, said: He who concludes the first Bracha of Kriyas
Shema in Tefilas Shacharis with the line: Ohr Chadash, a new light, is in error because the first Bracha of
Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis was not composed to represent the theme of the light we expect in the
future with the coming of the Moshiach. Instead, our Sages composed the Bracha to represent the light that
shines each day. That is similar to what we describe in Tefilas Arvis as to how G-d brings on darkness
each night. Therefore if someone recites the line of Ohr Chodosh, it is appropriate to silence the prayer
leader. Upon reaching the words: Ha’Michadesh B’Chol Yom Tamid Ma’Aseh Bereishis skip to the
words: K’Amoor L’Oseh Orim Gedolim Ki L’Olam Chasdo. Baruch Ata Hashem Yotzer Ha’M’Oros.
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Tefila 101Standard Sephardic Siddur

Source 12

Translation: The French Jews do not recite the line that begins Ohr Chodosh, etc. because that line does not
reflect either the opening words of the Bracha or the concluding words. However, I say that the words do
reflect both the opening words of the Bracha and the concluding words. When we say that G-d is the creator
of light that includes the light that G-d created during the six days of creation. The world was not worthy of
that light so G-d set that light aside to be used later for the benefit of the righteous. Concerning that light
we find it written: (Yeshayahu 60, 3) And the nations shall come to Your light, and kings to the
brightness of Your rising. That verse refers to the new light that G-d created during the six days of creation
which G-d will reveal once again. Amen may it occur soon.
Source 13

Translation: I saw written in the name of R. Sa’Adiya Gaon that he who concludes the first Bracha of
Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis with the line: Ohr Chadash, a new light, is in error . . (End of
quote). My brother, R. Binyamin, z”l, wrote that it is not necessary to silence him. We are definitely not
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Tefila 101referring to the light that will shine in the future. Instead we are referring the light that shines currently. It
is true that G-d promised to renew the light that G-d created during the six days of creation and to add that
light to the current light as we learn: (Yeshayahu 60, 1) Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory
of the Lord has risen upon you and it is written: (Yeshayahu 30, 26) Moreover the light of the moon shall
be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, on the day
that the Lord binds up the breach of his people, and heals the stroke of their wound. This is what it all
means: This light that You expect to renew and to add to the existing light, we should be worthy of
experiencing. That means the words match the theme of the concluding Bracha. Others end the Bracha
differently. May we all merit soon to experience that light because of You, the creator of light. Baruch Ata
Hashem Yotzer Ha’M’Oros. Then the closing words clearly match the words in the concluding Bracha.
That takes away the doubt as to whether you are following the rules. That is appropriate. So too I found
in the name of R. Shereira Gaon, z”l, who answered and said: that which R. Sa’Adiya Gaon said that
the prayer leader should not recite the line of Ohr Chodosh is not a practice that we follow. In the two
Yeshivos of Babylonia we have always included the line of Ohr Chodosh, etc. In that line we are not
referring to the light of the six days of creation that was hidden but instead we are referring to light in
general. However, if one chooses to omit the line, he has not done anything wrong.
Source 14
Nusach Roma

Notice the extra line:
Translation: The light that was created during the six days of creation was hidden in a special place to be
removed one day for the righteous. In its place, G-d created that luminaries that brighten the darkness in
our world.
Source 15

Translation: The Bracha of Yotzer Ha’M’Oros refers to the light that shines today and the light that we
expect to be given to us in the future. That was also the opinion of the Rosh in a teshuva that I cited in my
commentary Iyun Tefila, s.v. Ohr Chodosh. So too appears to be the opinion of R. Elazar Ha’Kalir who
added to his liturgical poems for the Bracha of Yotzer the words: Or Olam, etc. (see above for translation).
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