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Lesson 33-The Words Of The  Of  ( ) That
Led To Its Censorship

Source 1

Jewish Liturgy by Ismar Elbogen, page 31:
The Hebrew word has the basic meaning "species" and can denote any special or
exceptional group -- hence, all those who separate themselves from the way of the Torah,
heretics. Any heresy could be called ; the term embraces the views of the Sadducees,
Samaritans, Christians, and Gnostics. Accordingly, considerable debate has occurred as to
what particular heresy this benediction was intended to attack, and whether it did not exist
already before Christianity.

Source 2

Translation: Those followers of Jesus the Nazareth who incorrectly interpret the meaning of the Torah and
make false statements about it.

Source 3
Jewish Liturgy by Ismar Elbogen, page 31:
Originally the Christians did not have any special prayers or any particular public worship
of their own. They held assemblies for whatever rites were peculiar to Christianity, like the
Lord's Supper, but they did not have a coherent liturgy; hence, no Christian liturgy from
the first century exists. The Jewish Christians continued to pray with the Jews. At first no
one prevented them from doing so, and they had no reason to avoid the synagogue. In one
sense the synagogue offered them too little, because it did not take into consideration their
particular type of messianic faith and made no room for its expression in the prayers; they
found expression for it in their assemblies. Yet, by the same token, nothing in the service
conflicted with their own religious views. Thus, they participated in public worship and
even served as precentors. The fact that they were Jews who believed in C did not make
any difference at all, and only gradually did the synagogue attempt to protect itself against
heterodox phenomena. Little by little tension arose between Judaism and
Judeo-Christianity. The natural development of Christianity led to the increasing deification
of J and to the growing tendency to address him in prayer as a miracle worker. Therefore,
the sages ruled that when a sectarian recites a benediction, one does not answer "amen"
unless he has heard the benediction in its entirety. This makes perfect sense to anyone who
has read the ancient Christian prayer texts. Add to this the fact that the Christians came to
be enemies of the Jewish nation, for in their desire to curry favor with the Romans, they
denounced their former coreligionists -- hence, the words and 
(informers) became synonyms for Christians. The hope and the longing of the Jews was for
the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem. For the Christians, the destruction of the 
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Temple was a principal propaganda point; for them, G-d -- by putting an end to the
sacrifices -- had in effect proclaimed His will that the law of Moses be abrogated. They 
would not let themselves be deprived of this proof.  It was a matter of principle to the
Christians that the word of the gospel would be fulfilled, and that Jerusalem would remain
in total subjugation until the end of time. Whether and when the Jews acquired any serious,
wellfounded hopes for the fulfillment of their desires before the rebellion in the time of the
Emperor Trajan we do not know. Such hopes may have been connected with the journey
to Rome of some tannaim, led by R. Gamaliel during the brief reign of the Emperor Nerva.
In any case, the beginning of the total break between Jews and Jewish Christians must be
fixed at this period. An important step in accomplishing the separation was the expulsion
of the Christians from the synagogue. The synagogue was a convenient base for missionary
activities. It provided occasion for discussions of matters of faith and opinion, and
excellent opportunities for disseminating propaganda. The Jewish Christians were among
the most eager synagogue-goers, and they even served as precentors, as mentioned above.
It was necessary to make this function distasteful to them and to pressure them out of the
synagogue. To achieve this end, Benediction 12 was introduced into the Amida, and
Samuel the Lesser established it according to the instructions of R. Gamaliel, "Samuel the
Lesser arose and composed it" ( B. Ber., ibid.). The petition for the annihilation of the
sectarians was intended to expel them from the synagogue. This follows clearly from the
words of the Midrash:

If one passes before the ark and makes a mistake in any of the benedictions, he is not
made to repeat it; but in the benediction concerning the sectarians he must be made to
repeat it against his will. The reason that he must repeat it is that, if he has in him any
element of heresy, he will be cursing himself and the congregation will respond "amen"
(Tanhuma B., Leviticus, 2a).

Errors in the course of prayer were an everyday occurrence, and for the most part they
were passed over with indulgence and in silence; only in Benediction 12 was strict
attention paid that the precentor not drop or change a word from the prayer text. Here no
leniency was granted in case of an error; the precentor either followed the ordained ritual
or he was removed, for the whole purpose was to test him to see whether he was inclined
to Jewish Christianity or not. A Jewish Christian could not recite this prayer if he did want
not to curse himself and to make the congregation join in by saying "amen." Even if he was
among the worshipers, he would not be able to listen quietly while the precentor recited the
petition for the eradication of his community and the congregation endorsed this petition
with its "amen." Thus, Benediction 12 became a touchstone for the presence of Jewish
Christians in the synagogue and for their participation in prayer. Unwilling to listen to this
prayer on a daily basis, they left the synagogue, and the purpose was achieved.

Source 4
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Translation: The word “neichar” means that their deeds are estranged from G-d. This word describes types
of Jews and non-Jews. That is what Rashi said in his comments on this verse. But the verse was necessary
only concerning a Jew.  That is how Onkelos translated the words: Kol Ben Naichar-any Jew who
“ishtamad”.  He became a stranger to his brothers and to his Father in heaven through his evil acts. This is
the “Mishumad” that Chazal refer to in many places. The meaning of the word is: Minukar, estranged;
similar to the word: Mishumdah, from the root-V’Ishtamudah that Onkelos uses in Breishis 42,
8-V’Ishtamudah Yosef L’Achooie V’Einoon Lo Ishtmudohei. They removed the letter “Ayin” from the
word as Chazal did to many words; for example-Midam instead of Midaam; Dor Katei and not Dor
Kateii; Baki instead of Bakii.

Source 5

Translation: Rav Hai Gaon said that a Mishumad is called Mishuamad because he is one who stood,
from the root word of “stand”. The letter Shin is extra. He is called by this name because he allowed them
to stand him up to have him immerse into holy water that are called by that name (baptisim).

Source 6

Translation:  But the Tzedukim and the Baysusim are the Minim that we refer to in our prayers but J and
his followers are the ones who adopted the practice of baptism, baptising in the Jordan River.

Source 7
In his , Rabbi Yissaschar Jacobsen cites a letter he received from Professor
Daniel Goldschmidt:

1540 

Translation:  V’La’Mishumadim V’La’Malshinim, the first word (V’La’Mishumadim) was erased by
the censor. We therefore find in very old editions of the Siddur that the Bracha begins with the word:
V’La’Malshinim, as in the Machzor Roma published in 1540 and in Ashkenazic Siddurim that are
even older.

1. The original verse: .
2. A student of .
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Source 8

Translation:  There were once some highwaymen in the neighborhood of R. Meier who caused him a great
deal of trouble. R. Meier accordingly prayed that they should die. His wife Beruria said to him: On what
basis did you conclude that such a prayer is permitted? Because it is written Let Chotim cease? Is it written
Chotim? It is written Chata’Im! Further, look at the end of the verse: and let the wicked men be no more.
Since the sins will cease, there will be no more wicked men! Rather pray for them that they should repent,
and there will be no more wicked. He did pray for them, and they repented.

Source 10

Translation: In the 12th Bracha, V’La’Malshinim, do not say: Oo’Malchus Zadon” but say
“V’Ha’Zeidim Miheira S’Akeir”-these are the apostates.  And do not say: “V’Chol Osei Risha” but
instead say: “V’Chol Risha.”

Source 11

Translation: Rav said: it is prohibited to pray that the evil doers should be removed from this world. Had
G-d removed Terach, father of Avrohom, while he was an idol worshiper, Avrohom our father would have
not been born; the Twelve Tribes would have never come into existence; nor would King David and his
descendant the Moschiach. The Torah would have not been given and all the righteous people and
prophets would have never existed.

Source 12
Ashkenaz Amsterdam 1600’s
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Source 13

Translation: And now we call the arrogant happy; those who work wickedness prosper; even those who
tempt God escape.

Translation: For, behold, the day comes, it shall burn like an oven; and all the arrogant, and all who do
wickedly, shall be stubble; and the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will
not leave them root nor branch.

Source 14

Translation:  We need to include in Shremona Esrei a prayer for the elimination of the evil ones because
when the righteous have to face the evil ones and are unable to destroy them and eliminate them from the
world, they become traps in the eyes of the righteous and thorns on their side and cannot spend the time they
should studying Torah since they are involved to responding to the claims and thoughts of the evil ones which
takes time.  This is a major problem to those who are Torah observant so that if the evil ones are
eliminated, everyone else will be at peace and engaged in Torah study and no one is espousing heretical ideas.
This is what Chazal had in mind when Birkat Ha’Minim was composed in Yavne since we know that the
Men of the Great Assembly did not compose Birkat Ha’Minim but they saw that they were in a difficult
situation, they composed the Bracha.  And even though the specific group against whom this Bracha was
composed has disappeared, the Bracha remained in its place since there are other evil forces fighting against
us in this world. 

Source 15

Translation: Malchut Zadon is Edom, the evil one.

Source 16
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Translation: What was their reason for mentioning the gathering of the exiles after the blessing of the years?
— Because it is written, But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall shoot forth your branches and yield your 
fruit to your people Israel, for they are at hand to come. And when the exiles are assembled, judgment will
be visited on the wicked, as it says, And I will turn my hand upon you and purge away your dross as with
lye, and it is written further, And I will restore your judges as at the first. And when judgment is visited on
the wicked, transgressors cease, and presumptuous sinners are included with them, as it is written, But the
destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that forsake the Lord shall be
consumed.

Source 17
Does  represent ?

Translation: In Midrash Tanchuma, Parsha Ki Taitzai, Siman 9: Zechor Eis Asher Asa Lecha
Amalek. Bnei Yisroel said to G-d: the verse says: Lanu Asa (to us they did), O’o’Licha Lo Asa (but did
they not do to You as well)? That is the basis for the verse: Zechor Hashem Livnei Edom Es Yom
Yerushalayim, etc. . . . Also there is Siman 11: In one verse it is written: Timcheh Es Zecher Amalek (we
must eradicate Amalek’s name) while in another verse it says: Ki Mocho Emche (that G-d will eradicate
Amelek). The two verses teach us that until Amelek raised his hand against G-d’s seat, it was the Jews’
responsibility to eradicate Amalek; but once Amalek raised his hand against G-d’s seat, it became G-d’s
responsibility to eradicate Amalek. Is it possible that a human being can threaten G-d’s place? By
destroying Jerusalem as the verse says: at that time, they will call Jerusalem the place of G-d, therefore G-d
took on the responsibility of eradicating Amalek. It is further based on the verse: G-d put his hand upon
his throne and declared war on Amalek. By claiming that Amalek destroyed Jerusalem, the Midrash
Tanchuma is introducing a new idea. This idea is not found among the words of the prophets nor in the
words of Chazal. You find sources in which Edom is blamed for destroying Jerusalem but there are no
sources that blame Amalek. It is the Midrash Tanchuma that states the original thought that Edom and
Amalek are one and the same.
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Source 18

Translation: Now I know that the Lord is greater than all gods; for in the thing where they dealt proudly
he was above them.

Translation: As Ankelos translates: The Egyptians planned to destroy the Jewish People through water so
the Egyptians suffered loses through water.

Translation: As they evilly planned.  Our Sages explained:  this is similar to the language that the Torah
uses to describe Yaakov’s actions in respect to his brother Esav.  

Translation: And Jacob cooked pottage; and Esau came from the field, and he was famished.

Translation: But if a man comes willfully upon his neighbor, to slay him treacherously; you shall take him
from my altar, that he may die.
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