Womens Tefila On-Line Class
Lesson Twelve-

-Its Origin And What It Represents

Source 1

Translation: Mishnah. Neither the introduction to the Shema, nor the repetition of Shemona Esrei, nor
Birkat Kohanim, nor the Torah nor the Haftorah reading, nor halts at funerals, nor the blessing for
mourners said, nor the comfort of mourners, nor Sheva Brachot for newlyweds, nor is the name of G-d
mentioned in the invitation to say Birkat Hamazone, except in the presence of ten.
Source 2

Translation: R. Huna said: If a man goes into a synagogue and finds the congregation saying the Tefillah,
if he can commence and finish before the reader reaches ‘We give thanks’, he may say the Tefillah, but
otherwise he should not say it. R. Joshua b. Levi says: If he can commence and finish before the reader
reaches the Sanctification, he should say the Tefillah, but otherwise he should not say it. What is the ground
of their difference? One authority held that a man praying by himself does say the Sanctification, while the
other holds that he does not. So, too, R. Adda b. Abahah said: Whence do we know that a man praying
by himself does not say the Sanctification? Because it says: I will be hallowed among the children of Israel;
for any manifestation of sanctification not less than ten are required. How is this derived? Rabinai the
brother of R. Hiyya b. Abba taught: We draw an analogy between two occurrences of the word ‘among’. It
is written here, I will be hallowed among the children of Israel, and it is written elsewhere. Separate
yourselves from among this congregation. Just as in that case ten are implied, so here ten are implied. Both
authorities, however, agree that he does not interrupt the Tefillah.
Source 3
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Translation: The Ninth Positive Mitzvah is to Sanctify G-d’s name. The source for this Mitzvah is the
verse: And I will be sanctified within the Jewish People. With this Mitzvah we are commanded to make
known that our beliefs represent the true beliefs in the world and we should not fear that anyone will harm
us. Although a great force may come upon us which demands that we deny our beliefs in G-d, we should not
heed that force but instead we should allow ourselves to die.
Source 4
Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm, former President of Yeshiva University in his book The
Shema-Spirituality and Law in Judaism. In Chapter 9, entitled: “Blessed Be the Name of His
Glorious Kingdom Forever and Ever” (
): The Interloping Verse,
(p. 70):
c. The Liturgical Sanctification of the Divine Name (
). The Halakha
teaches that the Divine Name is sanctified not only by an act of martyrdom,
and not only by exemplary moral conduct, but also by proclaiming faith in G-d’s
holiness in public prayer. In all such cases of liturgical
, such as the
recitation of the
, the
or
, the mitzvah is performed in the form of
a dialogue: the reader issues the summons to perform the sanctification, and the
congregation responds. The verse
represents such a response to the
mention of the divine Name(s) in the Shema.
Source 5

Translation: Rabbi Yosi said: from where do we learn that those who are standing in synagogue and others
recite Barchu Et Hashem Ha’Mivorach that they answer Baruch Hashem HaMivorach L’Olam? From
the verse: Ki Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Eilokainu . . . And from where do we know that we
need a minimum of three people eating together to recite Birkat Ha’Zimun? From the verse: Ki Shem
Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Eilokainu. How do we know that we must answer Amen when we hear a
Bracha being recited: From the verse: Ki Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Eilokainu. How do we
know to answer the first verse of Kriyas Shema with the lone of Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuso? From the
verse: Ki Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Eilokainu. How do we know that we answer those who
say: Yihi Shemo Ha’Gadol Mivorach with the words: L’Olam V’Olmei Olmim? From the verse: Ki
Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Eilokainu.
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Source 6

Translation: My brother R. Chizkiya asked me: the one who is called to read from the Torah, why does he
begin by calling out: Barchu Es Hashem Ha’Mivorach, let him read and that should be enough! I
answered him that Ezra instituted the practice of reading from the Torah on Mondays,Thursdays and
Shabbosim and that the one reading is helping those listening fulfill their obligation to read from the Torah.
So he he calls out to the congregation and says: you need to make a Bracha too just as I am doing, agree
that I can read for you and that I can make the Bracha for you and fulfill your obligation through me.
They answer and fulfill their obligation to recite a Bracha. So too in Tefilas Shacharis and Arvis the
prayer leader calls out because he is helping those present to fulfill their obligation. He too asks them: agree
to my reading for you and to my making the Bracha for you and to fulfilling your obligation through me.
Those present answer and fulfill their obligation to recite a Bracha and otherwise fulfil their obligation. So
too as part of Birkas Hamazone since he is helping those present fulfil their obligation he asks them to
agree to his doing so. All these practices are based on what Moshe Rabbeinu expressed through the
following verse: when I call out G-d’s name, you declare the greatness of G-d and bless G-d through my
actions.
Source 7

Translation: Read what is found in the Zohar in the beginning of Sefer Devarim: that it is necessary to
precede Birkat Hamazon with the words: “come let us Bless” because all words of kedushah require an
invitation. From this rule we began the practice that one says (in Yiddish) Robosai Mir Villin Benchen
and those around him answer YiHi Shem Hashem Mivorach Mai-Ata V’Ad Olam.
Source 8
Examples of
(Invitation)
Invitation:
Response:
Invitation:
Response:
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Invitation:
Response
Invitation:
Response:
Invitation:

Response:
Source 9

Translation: Concerning the Kedushah that is found in the Yotzair Bracha, the Rambam wrote that an
individual should not recite it. So too wrote Rabbi Natroni that an individual only recites the words: Onim
B’Aima and V’Omrim B’Yirah Kadosh Oo’Baruch. The Rosh wrote that an individual may recite
Kedushah in the Bracha of Yotzair because the individual understands that he may not sanctify G-d’s
name while praying alone but he can relate in narrative form how the angels sanctify G-d’s name. Moreover
what the individual says is missing the invitation that opens the Kedushah in Shmona Esrei; i.e.
Na’Aritzcha which can only be recited when ten men are present. There is also proof from Masechet Sofrim
where it is written that an individual may recite the Kedushah that is found in the Bracha of Yotzair and
in Oo’Vah L’Tzion because in both prayers the individual is reciting the Kedushah in narrative form.
Source 10

Translation: There are those who hold that the Kedushah which is part of the Yotzair Bracha an
individual may recite because it is a narrative. Then there are those who hold that an individual should omit
that Kedushah because it should only be recited in the presence of ten men. Those who hold that the
Kedushah be omitted by an individual have a valid concern. It is best that when an individual recites that
Kedushah that he recite it with the tune of Torah reading so that it appears that he is studying the verses.
Ramah: The custom that an individual recite the Kedushah in the Bracha of Yotzair has already spread to
most communities. An individual may recite this Kedushah. In the presence of ten men, when the
congregation answers in this Kedushah, the congregation should answer in a loud voice.
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