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Lesson 27-The Theme And Wording Of The  Of 
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Source 12

Translation: Why did Chazal find it appropriate to establish the Bracha of Geula as the seventh Bracha of
Shemona Esrei? Rava said: Because the final redemption will occur in the Seventh Millenium. They
therefore placed Geula to be the seventh Bracha of Shemona Esrei. But did not Mar say: In the Sixth
Millenium there will be sounds; in the Seventh Millenium there will be wars and at the end of the Seventh
Millenium, the Messiah will come? Wars are considered the beginning of the redemption. 
Source 13

Translation: The theme of the seventh Bracha is not the final redemption; rather it is redemption from the
troubles that surround the Jewish people in every generation. The basis for this position is that Chazal
included Brachot for the gathering of the exiles, the rebuilding of Jerusalem and re-establishment of the
Davidic Monarchy in addition to the Bracha of redemption.  Because the theme of the Bracha is
redemption, it was appropriate for Chazal to establish it as the seventh Bracha based on the date of the expected
final redemption.

Source 14

Translation: Our Rabbis taught us: why do we recite a prayer that contains 18 Brachot on weekdays but
on Shabbat when we are resting from work do we recite a prayer containing only 7 Brachot? Why do we not
recite a prayer that contains 18 Brachot on Shabbat? Rav Huna explains: Because we are prohibited from
making requests for our needs on Shabbat. G-d said: Shabbat is meant to be a day of rest as it is written
(Melachim 1, 8, 52): Blessed is G-d who gave a day of rest to the Jewish people. Why? Because G-d chose
Shabbat first as it is written (Shemot 20, 11): And G-d rested on the seventh day. In the prayer that we
recite on a weekday, there are weekday themes that a person must refer to that he cannot refer to on
Shabbat. On a weekday, we recite: Chonain Ha’Da’At; if he is undergoing repentance, he recites:
Ha’Rotzeh B’Teshuva; if he is in captivity, he recites: Go’Ail Yisroel; if he is ill he recites: Rofeh Cholei.
G-d says: Shabbat was given to the Jewish people as a day of rest; if a person recites the prayer containing 
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the 18 Brachot, the person will be concerned about his personal needs and will start to worry. This will be a
desecration of G-d’s name because he is not enjoying the day of rest that G-d gave him. As a result, our
Sages composed a prayer to be recited on Shabbat that does not raise issues that may cause a person to
worry.
Source 15

Mishna-And he concludes with a formula of redemption. R. Tarfon used to say who redeemed us and
redeemed our fathers from egypt, but he did not conclude with a blessing. R. Akiba said: ‘so may the lord
our G-d and the G-d of our father suffer us to reach other seasons and festivals which come towards us for
peace, rejoicing in the rebuilding of your city and glad in your service, and there we will partake of the
sacrifices and the Passover-offerings etc. as far as blessed are you, O Lord, who has redeemed Israel.’
Gemara-and he concludes with a formula of redemption. Raba said: the ending of the benediction following
the reciting of the Shema’ and Hallel at the Seder is ‘who redeemed Israel’; that of Shemona Esrei is ‘the
redeemer of Israel’.
Source 16

Translation: We recite the Bracha ending of Go’Ail Yisroel in Shemona Esrei because we are praying for
the future redemption.
Source 17

Translation: And he ends with the Bracha Ga’Al Yisroel and not Go’Ail Yisroel-Because in Shemona
Esrei, one finishes the Bracha of Ri’Ai V’Onyainu with the words: Go’Ail Yisroel which are words that
express hope for compassion concerning the future. To end Hallel one says: Ga’Al Yisroel which concerns
redemption from Egypt. We can connect to it the future redemption as is expressed in Masechet Brachot 12,
2: in the future when we speak of the ingathering of the exiles, we will also speak of the redemption from
Egypt. And when we recite in the Haggadah: V’Nodeh Licha Shir Chodosh (and we will sing to You a
new song) we mean to say that we will be reciting a new song when the future redemption comes and will
incorporate within it an acknowledgement of the past redemption from Egypt. We do that by reciting words 
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before the concluding Bracha that match the theme of the concluding Bracha. In this case we say words
concerning the redemption from Egypt just before the concluding Bracha of Ga’Al Yisroel.
Source 18

Translation: We begin the Haggadah with words about our humble past by reciting: Avadim Hayeenu
L’Pharoh B’Mitzrayim and conclude with words of praise of G-d; i.e. Asher G’Alanu V’Ga’Al Et
Avotainu Mi’Mitzraim and we end with the Bracha: Ga’Al Yisroel. We hold in accordance with the
opinion of Rava who says: Emes of Kriyat Shema and Hallel on the first two nights of Pesach end with the
words: Ga’Al Yisroel. Why? Because we mention the redemption from Egypt. We must recite the words:
Ga’Al Yisroel because we are referring to the past in that we acknowledge that G-d saved us from Egypt.
In Shemona Esrei we recite the words: Go’Ail Yisroel because we do not make any references to the
Redemption from Egypt within the Bracha. Instead we pray that G-d redeem us from our exile. So we end
the Bracha with the words: Go’Ail Yisroel which concerns the future.
Source 19

Translation: In the Gemara, Masechet Megilah, 17, 2, the Gemara asks why the theme of the seventh
Bracha in Shemona Esrei is Geula. Rashi explains that the theme of redemption that appears in the
seventh Bracha is not redemption from exile because there is a Bracha already for the ingathering of exiles,
etc. I do not know what prompted Rashi to take that position.  The fact that there is a separate Bracha for
the ingathering of the exiles and a separate Bracha for the rebuilding of Jerusalem and a separate Bracha
for the re-establishment of the Davidic monarchy supports the argument that there should be a separate
Bracha for redemption; i.e. Go’Ail Yisroel. And to interpret the wording of the Bracha, Go’Ail Yisroel, as
referring to the ongoing troubles of the Jewish people is not obligatory.
Source 20

Translation: Achar Ga’Al Yisroel-this Bracha is written in the past tense because it refers to the exile of
Egypt but in Shemona Esrei, we recite Go’Ail Yisroel because they are words that seek compassion in that
one is praying for the future redemption.
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Translation: The Bracha Ri’Ai V’Onyainu which comes after the group of Brachot that deal with our
spiritual well-being, is the first of a group of Brachot that deal with our physical needs. The Brachot were
put in that order to demonstrate that satisfaction of our physical needs depends heavily upon the satisfaction
of our spiritual needs. The first Bracha in the second group deals with the most important request: freedom
of the human being to be able to be creative. In other words, being free from causes that are likely to restrict
one’s activities. The theme of the Bracha of Go’Ail Yisroel is not “national freedom” which is the theme of
later Brachot inShemona Esrei; rather it is freedom “from troubles that have plagued Jews throughout their
history”  as is emphasized by Rashi in Masechet Megilah 7,2, in his comments to the words: Aschaltya
D’Geula Hee; see also Beis Yosef paragraph 115.
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