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Lesson 20-The  Of -2

Source 1

Source 2

Translation: The Jewish people are called Tzion as we find in the Psikta: Rav Chanaya son of Papa said:
we have reviewed all of Tanach and have not found a place where the Jewish people are called Tzion except
in the verse (Yeshayahu 51, 16) V’Lomar L’Tzion Ami Ata. In the alternative, we should interpret the
word Tzion in the verse Yimloch as referring to Tzion itself. In truth, the third verse in Kedushah

copyright 2019. The Beurei Hatefila Institute, www.beureihatefila.com, Abe Katz, Founding Director



Tefila 101- -

should have been: Hashem Yimloch L’Olam V’A’Ed which is found in the Torah (Shemot 15, 18) but
because of the need to mention Tzion, we say that which King David said (Tehillim 137, 6), Im Lo
A’Aleh Et Yerushalayim Al Rosh Simchasi. In all our Tephilot, we mention either Tzion or
Yerushalayim.

Source 3

Translation: We mention Kedushah in the Brachot of Kriyat Shema because the angels praise and say
Kedushah in the same manner as we do as the verse says (Job 38, 7): B’Ran Yachad Kochvai Boker (when
the morning stars sang together) that represents t he Jewish people; V’Hadar Va’Yari’Oo Kol Bnei Ailim
(and all the sons of G-d shouted for joy) that represents the angels. The Jewish people declare G-d’s name to
be the name of the ultimate King in Kriyat Shema, Emes V’Yatziv and accept the yoke of G-d’s kingship.
Likewise the Jewish people do so in Shemona Esrei after reciting the two verses of Kedushah, the Jewish
people add one more verse and say: Yimloch Hashem L’Olam . . .

Source 4

Translation: Let it be said that G-d then showed that He is the King and Ruler over everything; that G-d
saved his servants and destroyed those who rebelled against G-d. In the same manner let it be G-d’s will to
do the same in all generations forever; that the ones who are right in G-d’s eyes not be diminished and that
they not be hidden because of the evil ones who cause harm to them. We find many verses that share the
same theme such as: Yimloch Hashem L’Olam (Tehillim 146, 10); YiHio Shem Hashem Mi’Vorach
Mai’Ata V’Ad Olam (Tehillim 113, 2) V’Haya Hashem L’Melech Al Kol Ha’Aretz (Zechariya 14,
9).

Source 5
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Translation: Our Rabbis learned: “I am your G-d (Shemot 20, 2); when Moshe went on high, a cloud
approached him and lay down next to him. Moshe did not know whether to ride on the cloud or to grab
hold of it. Immediately the cloud opened and Moshe entered into it as it is written: Moshe entered into the
cloud (Shemot 24, 18) and the cloud covered him (Shemot 24, 15). The cloud carried him and was
travelling in the heavens when Kimuel, the angel who was head of twelve thousand very strong angels and
who protected the entrance to the higher heavens, came to him. Kimuel growled at Moshe and said: What
business do you have with the heavenly bodies? You are someone who has come from a place of impurities
and you are walking in a place of purity; someone born of a woman walking in a place of fire. Moshe
responded: I am the son of Amrom who has come to receive the Torah for the sons of Israel. Because Kimuel
would not allow Moshe to proceed, Moshe struck him with a blow and sent Kimuel out of that world. 
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Moshe then started to travel through the heavens like someone travelling on Earth until he reached the place
of Hadarniel the angel who was higher than other angels by six thousand Parsaot; each utterance that
left Hadarniel’s mouth included two bolts of fire. Hadarniel encountered Moshe and said to him:
What is your business in a place of high holiness? As soon as Moshe heard Hadarniel’s voice, Moshe
became terrified, tears ran down his face and he wished to fall back down to earth.. At that moment,
G-d felt pity for Moshe. A voice came out of the heavens directed to Hadarniel: Know, that you
angels, have always been disagreeable. When I wanted to create the First Man, you became advocates
against the concept and said: What is man that you are mindful of him? (Tehillim 8,5) and you would
not stop arguing with Me until I destroyed many among you with fire. Now you are interfering once
again. You are not allowing Me to deliver the Torah to Israel. If Israel does not receive the Torah,
there will be no dwelling place for Me nor for you. As soon as Hadarniel heard those words, he
responded: You know that I did not know that Moshe came here based on Your authority. I will now
act as Moshe’s guide and lead him as a student leads his teacher. Hadarniel led Moshe through the
heavens until they reached the fire of the angel, Sandalphone. Hadarniel said to Moshe: until here I
have permission to proceed and noone can harm me. However, I have no permission to proceed
further within the heavens. Nothing will protect me from the fire of Sandalphone. When Moshe saw
Sandalphone, Moshe once again became terrified. Tears ran down his face and he wished to fall down
to earth. Moshe prayed for pity from G-d and G-d answered Moshe. Come and see how dear the
Jewish people are to G-d. At that moment G-d himself came down off his throne and stood in front
of Sandalphone so that Moshe could pass by Sandalphone. It is based on this incident that the Torah
tells us: G-d passed by his face, etc. (Shemot 34, 6). It was said about Sandalphone that he was taller
than his colleagues the distance of five hundred years; that he served behind G-d’s throne and knotted
knots for G-d. Do not think from this that the angels knew where G-d resided as we know from the
verse: Baruch Kvod Hashem Mimkomo (Yechezkeil 3, 12). Although the angels did not know where
G-d resided, they did see the crown rise and rest on G-d’s head. At the moment the crown reaches
G-d, all the armies of the heavens tremble and the Chayot become quiet and then roar like a lion. At
that moment, they all answer: Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh, Hashem Zva’Ot (Yishayahu 6,3). When
Hashem reaches his throne, the wheels of His throne start to turn and the footstools of the throne
start to make noise and the heavens start to tremble. At the moment that G-d passes over theheavenly
bodies wearing His crown, the heavenly bodies begin to say; Baruch Kvod Hashem
Bim’Komo (Yechezkeil 3,12). Come and see the honor and greatness of G-d. At the moment that
the crown reaches G-d, G-d prepares to receive the crown from his servants. All the heavenly forms
of angels respond as one: Yimloch Hashem L’Olam Elohaiyich Tzion L’Dor Va’Dor Halleluya
(Tehillim 146, 10).

Source 6
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Translation: Rebbe says: anywhere in the Torah where you find the word: Va’Yehi, the Torah is relating
something new. Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai says: anywhere in the Torah where you find the word: Va’Yehi,
the Torah is relating something that once existed, stopped existing for a period of time and then started
anew. This is what is meant by the verse: Bossi L’Gani (Shir Ha’Shirim 5,1). When G-d created this
world, G-d coveted having a home in this world as He does in the heavenly world. G-d called to Man and
commanded him that he may eat from any tree in the garden but not from the tree of knowledge (Breishit 2,
15, 16). Man then disobeyed G-d’s command. G-d said to Man: I desired to have a home on this Earth
as I do in the heavens and I asked only that you obey one command and you could not keep it. Immediately
G-d moved the Schechina up one level to the Rakiya. How do we know that G-d had come to the Earth?
Because the verse says: Va’Yishmi’oo et Kol Hashem His’halech Ba’Gan (Breishit 3,8). Because Man
disobeyed G-d’s commandment, G-d moved the Schechina up to the first Rakiya. When Cain killed
Abel, G-d moved the Schechina from the first Rakiya to the second Rakiya. When the generation of
Enosh worshipped idols, as it is written: Oz Hoo’Chal Likro B’Shem Hashem (Breishit 4, 26), G-d
moved the Schechina from the second Rakiya to the third Rakiya. After the generation of the flood,
about whom it is written: Therefore they say to G-d, Depart from us; for we do not desire the
knowledge of your ways (Job 21,14), G-d moved the Schechina from the third Rakiya to the fourth
Rakiya. Next came the generation of Haphlaga who said that it was not right that G-d had kept the
heavens for Himself and left the Earth for Man. So they said: let us build a city (Breishit 11, 8). What
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did G-d do to them? Hashem dispersed them from there. G-d then moved the Schechina from the
fourth Rakiya to the fifth Rakiya. Then there came the generation of Sodom about whom it is written:
V’Anshei Sdom Ra’Im V’Chataim La’shem M’Od (Breishit 13, 13). What does the word: Ra’Im
represent? That they were evil to each other. What does the word: V’Chataim represent? That they
were sexually deviant. What does the word: La’Shem represent? That they were idol worshipers.
What does the word: M’Od represent? That they were murderers. G-d then moved the Schechina
from the fifth Rakiya to the sixth Rakiya. Then the Philistines angered Hashem. G-d then moved the
Schechina from the sixth Rakiya to the seventh Rakiya. G-d then said: I only created seven levels of
heaven and until now only evil ones have roamed the Earth. What did G-d do? He rolled all the evil
generations together and turned the world over to Avrohom. Because Avrohom did good deeds, G-d
came down from the seventh Rakiya and moved to the sixth Rakiya. Yitzchak continued with that
tradition and placed his neck on the alter. G-d then came down from the sixth Rakiya and moved to
the fifth Rakiya. Yaakov continued with that tradition and then G-d came down from the fifth Rakiya
and moved to the fourth Rakiya. Levi continued with that tradition and his deeds pleased G-d so G-d
came down from the fourth Rakiya and moved to the third Rakiya. Kehas continued with that
tradition and G-d came down from the third Rakiya and moved to the second Rakiya. Amrom
continued with that tradition and G-d came down from the second Rakiya and moved to the first
Rakiya. Moshe continued with that tradition and brought the Schechina back down to earth. When?
When the Mishkan was completed. G-d said: I have come to my place. This is something that I
wanted from the beginning. That is the meaning of the words: Va’Yihi B’Yom Kalos Moshe . From
this verse, Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai learned that when the Torah uses the word: Va’Yihi, the Torah
means to tell us about something that once existed, stopped existing for a period of time and then
started anew.
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