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Lesson 23-Why  Was Placed Into The  Of 

Source 1

Translation: It is a positive commandment based in the Torah to declare the sanctity of Shabbos with
words, as it is written (Shemos 20): Remember to declare the sanctity of Shabbos. This means: remember
Shabbos with words of praise and with a declaration of its sanctity. The need to remember Shabbos applies
to both its commencement and its departure; in its commencement by reciting Kiddush and in its departure
by performing Havdalah.

Source 2

Translation: Havdalah must be recited in the Bracha of Chonain Ha’Da’As. Why? Rabbi Yossef said:
because Havdalah celebrates acts of intelligence, it must be acknowledged in the Bracha that celebrates
intelligence. The Rabbis say: because it is the first of the middle Brachos that are recited on weekdays, we
must perform Havdalah at the first moment available to us to perform Havdalah.

Source 3

Translation: The Bracha of Chonain Ha’Da’As represents the weekday prayers so we have to recite
Havdalah to distinguish between the prayers of Shabbos and the prayers of the weekdays.  Havdalah is
placed in the first of those Brachos because the zealous always fulfill their obligation at the earliest moment
possible.

Source 4

Translation: We can best understand what our Sages meant by saying place Havdalah in the first weekday
Bracha by referring to the Yerushalmi that tells us that we are prohibited from commencing our weekday
prayers before reciting Havdalah; i.e. asking for our needs.

Source 5
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Translation: What the departure of Shabbos represents can be understood through the performance of
Havdalah. Havdalah requires the mental capacity to distinguish. The Havdalah ceremony celebrates the
commencement of the Creation of the world which was undertaken through intelligence. That explains why
Havdalah is recited in the Bracha in which we acknowledge G-d benefice in granting man intelligence.
Havdalah is an act of intelligence that should be acknowledged in a Bracha that celebrates intelligence.

Source 6

Translation: He said: I am amazed that we omit the Bracha of Chonain Ha’Da’As on Shabbos.  If not
for the gift of intelligence, on what would prayer be based? And if there is no intelligence, on what is
Havdalah based?

Source 7

Translation: Mishna: We refer to G-d’s power to produce rain in the second Bracha of Shemona Esrei.
We ask G-d to produce rain in the Bracha of Birkas Ha’Shanim and we recite Havdalah in the Bracha
of Chonain Ha’Da’As. Rabbi Akiva says that Havdalah should be recited as an independent Bracha and
as the fourth Bracha of Shemona Esrei on Motzei Shabbos. Rabbi Elazar says that Havdalah should be
recited as part of the Bracha of Hoda’Ah (Modim).

Source 8

Translation: The sons of Rabbi Chiya said: If someone forgot to recite Havdalah on Motzei Shabbos, he
may do so anytime during the week following Shabbos. Until which day of the week? Rabbi Zeira said:
until Wednesday.

Source 9

Translation: Rabbi Elazar son of Antignos in the name of Rabbi Elazar son of Yanai said: This teaches
that one is forbidden to do work until one has said Havdalah. Just as Rabbi Yitzchok held that one is
forbidden from performing work until he has recited Havdalah so too Rav Yitzchok held that a person is
prohibited from asking for his needs until he has recited Havdalah. Rabbi Zeira and Rabbi Elazar son of
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Antignos also said in the name of Rav Yanai in the name of Rav Yudah that if one failed to recite
Havdalah on Motzei Shabbos, he can do so even up to the following Thursday.

Source 10

Translation: We have said that Shabbos is to be viewed as representing the middle day of the week. The
three days that come before Shabbos are considered as days of preparation to receive the extra spirits that are
bestowed upon us on Shabbos: i.e Neshama, Ruach and Nefesh. Therefore the order of prayer on Motzei
Shabbos is directed towards preserving the extra spirits through the three days that follow. This is the
order of what occurs during the days after Shabbos. On Sunday, the person still has the spirit of the
Neshama. It departs him as soon as Monday begins. The spirit of Ruach stays until the end of the second
day after Shabbos. The spirit of Nefesh leaves at the end of the third day after Shabbos. That is why we
are permitted to recite Havdalah until the end of the third day of the week because until then some part of
the extra spirits that one receives on Shabbos remains. Beginning with Wednesday, a person has to change
his focus to prepare himself to receiving the extra spirits of the upcoming Shabbos. They enter into him over
a period of three days; Nefesh on Wednesdays; Ruach on Thursdays and Neshama on Fridays.

Source 11

Translation: He who recites Havdalah must include references to other instances found in the Torah in
which G-d created distinctions.

Source 12

Translation: We are required to include a reference to the fact that G-d distinguished the seventh day from
all the other weekdays, etc. Why? A person is required to recite a set of distinctions that G-d made in order
to emphasize that the distinctions are found in the Torah. They are: between the holy and the mundane, as
it is written (Va’Yikra 10, 10) in order to distinguish between the holy and the mundane; between light 
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and darkness, as it is written (Bereishis 1, 4): and G-d distinguished between light and darkness; between
the Jewish People and the other nations, as it is written (Va’Yikra 20, 26): and I will distinguish you
from the other nations to be My nation; between the seventh day and the other days of the week; that
distinction is the same as the one between the holy and the mundane. Why do we include that last
distinction? Because it is a rule of Brachos that we must refer to the theme of the closing Bracha just before
the closing Bracha.

Source 13

Translation: He opened and said: Who distinguishes between the holy and the mundane, between light and
darkness, between the Jewish People and the other nations and between the seventh day and the other days
of the week. They asked him: why do you need to include all these examples of distinctions that G-d made?
Did Rav Yehudah not say in the name of Rav: reciting only He who distinguishes between the holy and the
mundane, this is what Rav Yehuda Ha’Nasi customarily recited as his performance of Havdalah? He
responded: I hold like the following opinion: Rabbi Elazar said in the name of Rabbi Oshiya: the one who
wants to include the minimum number of distinctions made by G-d should recite three examples and the one
who wants to recite the maximum should recite no more than seven examples.

Source 14

Translation: An objection is raised: What is the order of the distinctions recited in the Havdalah? He
recites: ‘Who makes a distinction between the holy and the mundane, between light and darkness, between
the Jewish people and the other nations, between the seventh day and the six other days of the week, between
unclean and clean, between the sea and dry land, between the upper waters and the lower waters, between 
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Kohanim, Leviim and Yisraelim; and he concludes with the Bracha: He who followed a set order while
creating the world. Others say, he concludes with: who formed all that was created. Rabbi Jose son of Rabbi
Judah said: He concludes, ‘Who sanctifies Israel.’ Now if this is a correct version of what was said, surely
he could not have included “between the sea and the dry land” since no distinction is mentioned in the Torah
between the sea and the dry land? So, delete ‘between the sea and the dry land’ from this recitation. If so,
you must also delete ‘between the seventh day and the six working days’? That is included as a means of
providing wording just before the concluding Bracha that correspond to the concluding Bracha. Then there is
one less, so there are not seven? I will tell you: the words: who made a distinction between Kohanim, Leviim
and Yisraelim represent two distinctions; i.e. between Leviim and Yisraelim is one distinction, as it is
written, At that time the Lord made distinct the tribe of Levi. The statement: between Priests and Levites
is another distinction, as it is written, The sons of Amram: Aaron and Moses; and Aaron was made
distinct that he should be sanctified as most holy. How does he conclude Havdalah? Rav said: ‘Who
sanctifies Israel.’ While Samuel said: ‘Who makes a distinction, between the holy and mundane.’ Abaye,
others state, Rabbi Joseph, denounced the ruling of Rav. It was taught in the name of Rabbi Joshua son of
Hanania: When one concludes, ‘Who sanctifies Israel and makes a distinction between the holy and the
mundane,’ his days and years are prolonged. But the law is not as he suggests.

Source 15

Translation: This is what he says: Ata Chonain . . . You have distinguished between the holy and the
mundane . . just as You distinguished us from the other nations of the world and the families on Earth, so
too may You cleanse us and erase all forms of sin. V’Chaneinu . . . Baruch Ata Hashem Chonain
Ha’Da’As.

Source 16

Translation: He must always refer to Havdalah in the fourth Bracha of Shemona Esrei; i.e. Chonain
Ha’Da’As and say the following: From You, G-d, our G-d, the One who responds to our requests, You
distinguished between the holy and the mundane . . . just as You, G-d our G-d, distinguished the Jewish
People from the other families on earth and the other nations so too guard and save us from sinning,
V’Chaneinu . . .

Source 17
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Translation: I will lay out the wording of the Tefila known as: Ata Chonantanu because the prayer is not
found written the same way in two places. The Siddurim cannot seem to agree on its wording: Ata Chonain
. . . just as You distinguished the Jewish People from the other nations so too guard and protect us from all
troubles and difficulties. Aveinu Malkeinu . . . and affiliated with You through our fear of You and by
Your bestowing upon us peace and success, V’Chaneinu . . .

Source 18

Translation: Ata Chonain . . . You distinguished between the holy and the mundane . . . just as You
distinguished between the holy and the mundane so too redeem and rescue us from all types of difficulties and
troubles that are waiting to come upon this world and guard us against all. V’Choneinu Mai’Itcha etc.

Source 19

Source 20

1. Rabbi Tzvi Hersh Grodzinsky, a Rabbinic leader in Omaha, Nebraska, in the early 1900’s
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Translation: There in the Mishna, Rabbi Akiva maintains that Havdalah should be recited in Shemona
Esrei as the fourth Bracha and as a Bracha by itself. It appears that Rabbi Akiva holds this position
because he views the primary purpose of Havdalah to be words of praise of G-d that G-d distinguished
between the holy and the mundane and he believes that no requests should be included in Havdalah. That is
why it in his opinion, it would be inappropriate to include Havdalah within one of the Middle Brachos of
Shemona Esrei which are Brachos that contain requests. By the same token, it would not be appropriate to
include Havdalah in the first three Brachos of Shemona Esrei since the Gemara says that it should be said
as part of the Bracha of Chonain Ha’Da’as because if a person does not have intelligence, he does not have
the ability to distinguish. Based on this we can explain the position of Rabbi Elazar who held that
Havdalah should be said as part of the Bracha of Hodaah, one of the last three Brachos of Shemona Esrei
whose theme is thanks for what has happened to the Jewish People in the past. In his opinion it would not
be appropriate to include Havdalah in one of the middle Brachos of Shemona Esrei. The Rabbanan
however hold that making a request is an appropriate addition to Havdalah. That is why they include
the language of Aveinu Malcheinu as we find in the Talmud Yerushalmi and the Tur in siman 299.
Therefore Havdalah in Shemona Esrei begins with praise and ends with a request so that it mimics the
other middle Brachos of Shemona Esrei.
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