dizekxae rny z`ixw-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate
Source 1

The Relationship Between rny z`ixw and the zexacd zxyr
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Nash Papyrus
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Source 3
e`xw .ekxa ode .zg` dkxa ekxa .dpennd mdl xn` -'` dpyn-'d wxt cinz zkqn
.aivie zn` .zekxa yly mrd z` ekxa .xn`ie .reny m` dide .rny .mixacd zxyr
.`veid xnynl zg` dkxa oitiqen zayae .mipdk zkxae .dceare
Translation: The Chief Kohen said to the other Kohanim: Recite one Bracha; and they recited one Bracha;
Recite the Ten Commandments; Shema; V’Haya Im Shamoah; Va’Yomer; Bless the people with three
Brachot: Emes V’Yatziv; Avodah (Ritzai); Birchat Kohanim. On Shabbat, they added one more Bracha
in honor of the Mishmar (group of Kohanim) that was about to complete its tour of duty.

Source 4
aivie zn` xn`ie reny m` dide rny zexacd zxyr oixewe-'` 'nr 'ai sc zekxa zkqn
xaky `l` ok zexwl eywa oileaba s` l`eny xn` dcedi x"` .mipdk zkxae dceare
.oipind znerxz iptn melha
Translation: Rav Yehudah said in the name of Shmuel: Even outside of the Beit Hamikdash they
wanted to recite the Ten Commandments as part of the morning service but the practice had already been
discontinued because of the spread of Christianity.

Source 5
oi` :ux`d inrl exn`i `ly - oipind znerxz iptn-'` 'nr 'ai sc zekxa zkqn i"yx
eitn ernye `ed - jexa - yecwd xn`y dn `l` oixew oi`y ercze ,zn` dxez x`y
.ipiqa
.eyi icinlz :/dxefpvd zhnyd/ m"ekr - oipind
Translation: Because of the insinuations of the apostates-That they will not say to the ignorant ones: the
remainder of the Torah is not authentic and that we recite in our prayers the only part of the Torah that is
authentic and that was heard directly from G-d at Mount Sinai.
Minim-Non-Jews [what the censors substituted]. The followers of Jesus [what Rashi originally wrote].

Source 6
l`xyi rny) zeiyxt izy oixew dn iptn-'` 'nr 'h sc zekxa zkqn inlyexi cenlz
oda aezky iptn xn` oeniq iax .oeniq iaxe iel iax ?mei lka elld (reny m` dide
rny -jiwl` 'd ikp` :oda oilelk zexacd zxyry iptn xn` iel iax .dniwe daiky
jiwl` 'd my z` `yz `l .cg` 'd -ipt lr mixg` midl` jl didi `l ;-epiwl` 'd l`xyi
mei z` xekf .xwyne dinya razyn `l `kln migxc o`n .jidl` 'd z` zad`e-`eyl
ly dizevn lk cbpk dlewy `idy zay zevn ef xne` iax .exkfz ornl-eycwl zayd
`idy jricedl 'ebe ziev dxeze miwege zevne mdl zrced jycw zay z`e aizkc dxez
.mkipa inie mkini eaxi ornl-jn` z`e jia` z` cak .dxez ly dizevn lk cbpk dlewy
ixg`e mkaal ixg` exezz `l-s`pz `l .lihwzn lihwc o`n ,dxdn mzca`e-gvxz `l
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il jal ipa ('a 'nr 'h sc) dpz aizkc d`hgc oixeqxq oixz `pire `ail iel x"` ;mkipir
aepbz `l .il z`c rci `p` jipire jal il zadi i` d"awd xn` ;dpxvz ikxc jipire
aizke ,mkiwl` 'd ip`-xwy cr jrxa dprz `l .jxiag ly epbc `le ;jpbc ztq`e:iel iax xn` .mler jlne miig miwl` `edy oea` iax xn` ?zn` edn .zn` miwl` 'de
iz`xa `ly ilr zcrd el`k jilr ip` dlrn ,xwy zecr jxiagl zcrd m` d"awd xn`
.jxiag zia `le jzia ;jzia zefefn lr mzazke-jrx zia cengz `l .ux`e miny
Translation: Why do we read these two sections of the Torah (Shema and V’Haya Im Shamoah) every
day? Rav Levi and Rav Simon. Rav Simon says: because it is written within these sections of the Torah:
when you rise and when you lay down. Rav Levi says: Because the Ten Commandments can be found
within them. Anochi Hashem Elokecha-Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinu; . . . Lo Tisa . . . V’Ahavta
Et Hashem Elokecha; One who loves his King will not swear in the name of his King and lie. Zachor Et
Yom Hashabbat . . .L.Ma’an Tizkiroo. Rebbi said: this is the Mitzvah of Shabbat that carries as much
weight as all the Mitzvoth of the Torah combined as it is written: V’Et Shabbat Kodshecha HoDaata
Lehem OO’Mitzvot V’Chukim V’Torot Tziviti etc. to teach you that the Mitzvah of Shabbat carries as
much weight as all the other Mitzvoth in the Torah combined. Ka’Baid Et Avicha . . .Lo TorzachV’Avaditem Mihaira; one who kills is killed. Lo Tinaf-Lo SaSooroo Acharei Libchem V’Acharei
Eineichem; Rabbi Levi said: the heart and the eyes are two agents of sin as it is written earlier in this
Masechta: My son, your heart and your eyes are agents that you must control; the Ribbono Shel Olam said:
if I have the attention of your heart and your eyes, I will know that you are My follower. Lo
Tignov-V’Asafta Digancha; your crops and not your friends crops. Lo S’Aneh B’Rayacha Eid Shoker
Ani Hashem Elokeichem and it is written: V’Hashem Elokim Emes. What is Emes? Rabi Avon said:
That Hashem is a living G-d and an eternal G-d. Rabbi Levi said: G-d said: If you testify falsely against
your friend, I will treat you as if you testify falsely against G-d that G-d did not create heaven and Earth.
Lo Sachmod Beit Rayecha-V’Chasavtom Ul Mizuzot Baitecha; your house and not your friend’s house.

Source 7

The Theme Of The Opening rny z`ixw zekxa

zg`e diptl mizy jxan xgya .dpyn-'` 'nr '`i sc zekxa zkqn ilaa cenlz
mewn .dxvw zg`e dkex` zg` ,dixg`l mizye diptl mizy jxan axrae ,dixg`l
`ly i`yx epi` ,mezgl ,jix`dl i`yx epi` xvwl ,xvwl i`yx epi`,jix`dl exn`y
iax xn` awri iax xn` ?jxan i`n .`xnb .mezgl i`yx epi` ,mezgl `ly ,mezgl
!dbep `xeae xe` xvei :`nil .jyg `xeae xe` xvei (d"n ediryi)-a cenr `i sc - `irye`
?aizkck opixn` `w in ,rx `xeae mely dyr (d"n ediryi) :dzrn `l` .opixn`w aizkck
xn` `l` !`ilrn `pyil dbep `nil inp `kd ,`ilrn `pyil lkd opixwe rx aizk ,`l`
:opixn`ck meia dlil zcn `nlya .meia dlil zcne dlila mei zcn xikfdl ick :`ax
iptn xe` lleb :iia` xn` ?dl zgkyn ikid dlila mei zcn `l` ,jyg `xeae xe` xvei
.xe` iptn jyge jyg
Translation: MISHNAH. In the morning two Brachos are to be said before Kriyas Shema and one after
it. In the evening two are said before Kriyas Shema and two after it, one long and one short. Where the
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sages ruled that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a short one. Where the Sages
ordained a short Bracha a long one is not permitted. A prayer which the Sages ordered to be concluded with
a benediction must not be left without such a conclusion. A prayer which the Sages ordered to be left without
such a conclusion must not be so concluded. GEMARA. What is the first Bracha that one says before
Kriyas Shema in the morning? Rav Jacob said in the name of Rav Oshaia:‘Blessed are You who forms
light and creates darkness’. Let him say rather: ‘Who forms light and creates brightness’? We want to stay
with the language of the Scripture. If that is so, what of the next words in the text, Who makes peace and
creates evil: do we repeat those words as they are written? It is written ‘evil’ and we say ‘all things’ as a
euphemism. Then here too let us say ‘brightness’ as a euphemism! In fact, replied Raba, it is in order to
mention the distinctive feature of the day in the night-time and the distinctive feature of the night in the
day-time. It is correct that we mention the distinctive feature of the night in the day-time, as we say, ‘Who
forms light and creates darkness’. But where do you find the distinctive feature of the day mentioned in the
night-time? Abaye replied: In the words, ‘You roll away the light from before the darkness and the
darkness from before the light’.

Source 8
lr :ongp xa l`eny iax mya oeniq 'x-b xeh b sc ` wxt zekxa zkqn inlyexi cenlz
ryedi 'x mya oia` 'xa iqei 'x .oiey dlilde meid ziibd `dzy ,dlile mnei ea zibde my
ray miiwnd lk :ipn 'x mya ongp 'x .jwcv ihtyn lr jizlld meia ray my lr iel oa
.dlile mnei ea zibde miiw eli`k jizlld meia
Translation: Rav Simon in the name of Rav Shmuel son of Nachman says: the total number of Brachos
that are recited before and after Kriyas Shema is based on a verse: you shall be involved in studying Torah
in the day and at night. This is interpreted to mean that your involvement with Torah learning should be
equal both in the day and at night. Rav Yossi son of Rav Avin in the name of Rav Yehoshua son of Levi
opined: there are seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each day based on the verse: seven times a day I shall
praise You for your just rulings. Rav Nachman in the name of Rav Mani said: whoever fulfills the
requirements of the verse: seven times a day I shall praise You (recites seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each
day) has fulfilled his obligation of being involved in Torah learning day and night.

Source 9
zegpn) mgld izy wxt ilaa xn`c rny zixw epiid-oiey dlilde meid ziibd -micxg
zixgy rny zixw `l` mc` `xw `l elit` i`gei xa oerny iax my opgei iax (:'hv
zekxa dl epiwz daiag d`ixw `idy itle .dlile mnei ea zibde yeni `l miiw ziaxre
.dxez xtq z`ixw lr epiwzy enk dixg`le diptl
Translation: When Rav Simon stated that our involvement in Torah must be the same at night as it was
during the day, he was referring to reciting Kriyas Shema. This was based on what we learned in the
Babylonian Talmud: Rav Yochonon in the name of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai said that if all a person did
during the day was to read Kriyas Shema during Tefilas Shacharis and Tefilas Maariv, he fulfilled the
obligation to be involved in Torah study all day and all night. Because Kriyas Shema is a cherished activity,
our Sages instituted the practice of reciting Brachos before reading it and after . This is similar to the
practice that Chazal instituted concerning Kriyas Ha’Torah, to recite a Bracha both and after reading from
the Torah.
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