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Translation: "The Chief Kobhen said to the other Kohanim: Recite one Bracha; and they recited one Brachay
Recite the Ten Commandments; Shemay V"Haya Im Shamoah; V'a’Y omer; Bless the people with three
Brachot: Emes VY atziv; Avodah (Ritzai); Birchat Kobanim. On Shabbat, they added one more Bracha
n honor of the Mishmar (group of Kobanim) that was about to complete its tour of duty.
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Translation: ~ Rav Yebhudah said in the name of Shmmuel: Even outside of the Beit Hamikdash they

wanted to recite the Ten Commandments as part of the morning service but the practice had already been
discontinued becanse of the spread of Christianity.
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Translation: Because of the insinnations of the apostates-That they will not say to the ignorant ones: the
remainder of the Torah is not anthentic and that we recite in onr prayers the only part of the Torab that is
anthentic and that was heard directly from G-d at Mount Sinai.

Minim-Non-Jews [what the censors substituted]. The followers of Jesus [what Rashi originally wrote).
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Translation: ~ Why do we read these two sections of the Torah (Shema and V"Haya Im Shamoab) every
day? Rav 1evi and Rav Simon. Rav Simon says: because it is written within these sections of the Torah:
when you rise and when you lay down. Rav Levi says: Becanse the Ten Commandments can be found
within them. Anochi Hashem Elokecha-Shema Yisroel Hashem Elokeinuy . . . 1o Tisa. ..V Abavta
Et Hashem Elokecha; One who loves his King will not swear in the name of his King and lie. Zachor Et
Yom Hashabbat . . .I.Ma'an Tizkiroo. Rebbi said: this is the Mitzvah of Shabbat that carries as much
weight as all the Mitzvoth of the Torah combined as it is written: V" Et Shabbat Kodshecha HoDaata
Lehemn OO Mitzvot V" Chukim V" Torot Tzuviti ete. to teach you that the Mitzvah of Shabbat carries as
mnch weight as all the other Mitzvoth in the Torah combined. Ka’Baid Et Avicha . . Lo Torgach-
V" Avaditermn Mihaira; one who kills is killed. Lo Tinaf-Io SaSooroo Acharei Libchem 1"’ Acharei
Eineichem; Rabbi Levi said: the heart and the eyes are two agents of sin as it is written earlier in this
Masechta: My son, your heart and your eyes are agents that you must controly the Ribbono Shel Olam said:
if I have the attention of your heart and your eyes, I will know that yon are My follower. Lo
Tignov-1""Asafta Digancha; your crops and not your friends crops. Lo S’ Aneh B'Rayacha Eid Shoker
Ani Hashem Elokeichen and it is written: V" "Hashem Elokim Emes. What is Emes? Rabi Avon said:
That Hashem is a living G-d and an eternal G-d. Rabbi Levi said: G-d said: If you testify falsely against
your friend, I will treat you as if you testify falsely against G-d that G-d did not create heaven and Earth.
Lo Sachmod Beit Rayecha-1""Chasavtom Ul Mizuzot Baitechay your house and not your friend’s house.

The Theme Of The Opening Y2Z FIN?72 /71293
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Translation: MISHIN.AH. In the morning two Brachos are to be said before Kriyas Shema and one after
it. In the evening two are said before Kriyas Shema and two after it, one long and one short. Where the
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sages ruled that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a short one. Where the Sages
ordained a short Bracha a long one is not permitted. A prayer which the Sages ordered to be concluded with
a benediction must not be left without such a conclusion. A prayer which the Sages ordered to be left withont
such a conclusion must not be so concluded. GEMARA. What is the first Bracha that one says before
Kriyas Shema in the morning? Rav Jacob said in the name of Rav Oshaia: ‘Blessed are You who forms
light and creates darkness’. Let him say rather: Who forms light and creates brightness’® We want to stay
with the language of the Scripture. If that is so, what of the next words in the text, Who mafkes peace and
creates evil: do we repeat those words as they are written? 1t is written ‘evil’ and we say ‘all things’ as a
euphemism. Then here too let us say ‘brightness’ as a euphemism! In fact, replied Raba, it is in order to
mention the distinctive feature of the day in the night-time and the distinctive feature of the night in the
day-time. 1t is correct that we mention the distinctive feature of the night in the day-time, as we say, Who
Sforms light and creates darkness’. But where do you find the distinctive feature of the day mentioned in the
night-time? Abaye replied: In the words, You roll away the light from before the darkness and the
darkness from before the light .
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Translation: Rav Simon in the name of Rav Shmuel son of Nachman says: the total number of Brachos
that are recited before and after Kriyas Shema is based on a verse: you shall be involved in studying Torah
n the day and at night. This is interpreted to mean that your involvement with Torah learning shonld be
equal both in the day and at night. Rav Yossi son of Rav Avin in the name of Rav Yehoshua son of Levi
opined: there are seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each day based on the verse: seven times a day 1 shall
praise You for your just rulings. Rav Nachman in the name of Rav Mani said: whoever fulfills the
requirements of the verse: seven times a day 1 shall praise You (recites seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each

day) has fulfilled bis obligation of being involved in Torah learning day and night.
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Translation: When Rav Simon stated that ounr involvement in Torah miust be the same at night as it was
during the day, be was referring to reciting Kriyas Shema. This was based on what we learned in the
Babylonian Talmud: Rav Yochonon in the name of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai said that if all a person did
during the day was to read Kriyas Shema during Tefilas Shacharis and Tefilas Maariv, be fulfilled the
obligation to be involved in Torabh study all day and all night. Becanse Kriyas Shema is a cherished activity,
our Sages instituted the practice of reciting Brachos before reading it and after . This is similar to the
practice that Chazal instituted concerning Kriyas Ha Torah, to recite a Bracha both and after reading from
the Torab.
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