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Fragment From The Cairo Geniza Representing Minhag Eretz Yisroel
Reproduced From Page 261
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Translation: 1t is a worthy practice to recite each day the section of the Torah describing the Akeida, the
section of the Torah describing the granting of the Mohn, the section of the Torah describing the Ten
Commandments and the section of the Torah describing the sacrifices.
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Translation: 1t is a worthy practice to recite each day the section of the Torabh describing the Akeida, the
section of the Torah describing the granting of the Mobhn and the section of the Torah describing the Ten
Commandments. We learned in the fifth chapter of Maseches Tamid (32b) that the appointed Kobain
would announce to the other Kohanim that they should recite one Bracha. They responded by reciting the
Bracha. They then said the Ten Conmmandments. This practice was later discontinued as we learn at the
end of the first chapter of Maseches Brachos (12a) that the practice of reciting the Ten Commandments as
part of the prayer service was stopped out of concern for the apostates. Rashi explains that the apostates were
those who were ignorant who might say that the remainder of the Torabh is not true because it was not heard
from the mouth of G-d at Mount Sinai. That Gemara shonld be understood as restricting the recital of the
Ten Commandments as part of the commmunal prayer but that an individual is permitted to say them since
their recital will not be heard by others who may misinterpret what the person is doing. I recommend
reciting the Ten Commandments each day because their recital reminds you of our encounter with G-d at
Mount Sinai. Such a reminder can only strengthen your belief in the validity of the Torah.
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Translation: 1t is a worthy practice to recite each day the section of the Torah describing the Akeida (Ber.
22, 1-19), the section of the Torabh describing the granting of the Mohn, the section of the Torah describing
the Ten Commandments and the section of the Torah describing the burnt offerings (Va’Yikra 1, 1-7),
meal offerings (V'a’Yikra 2, 1-13), Shlomim offerings (V'a’Yikra 3, 1-17), sin offerings (Va'Yikra 4, 1)
and guilt offerings. RANMAH: Newvertheless, the Ten Commandments may be recited only as part of
individnal prayer and not as a communal prayer (Leshuvas Ha Rashba 184).
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Translation: 1t is my practice to recite the Ten Commandments alond just before the Bracha of Baruch
Sh’Amar even though the Rashba wrote in a Teshuva that it is not permitted to do so. He supports his
position by pointing to the first chapter of Maseches Brachos wherein we learn that an attempt was made to
reinstitute the practice of reciting the Ten Commandments as part of the morning prayer outside of
Jerusalem but the attempt was stopped because the practice had already been discontinued out of concern for
the apostates who might say the Ten Commandments are the only valid part of the Torah. It appears to me
that he probibition is limited to reciting the Ten Commandments as part of the Brachos of Kriyas Shema.
So Rashi excplains that to recite the Ten Conmandments in the morning is a great Mitzvabh because in
that way you honor the Torah and you honor the almighty G-d by describing the tablets that were inscribed
by the hand and writing of G-d. So held the Tur that it is worthwhile to recite the Ten Commandments
each morning. 1t is further my practice to recite the Ten Commandments just before the Bracha of Baruch
ShAmar becanse Baruch Sh’Amar contains 87 words that corresponds to the verse that teaches us that
Tefila nust begin with a prayer that contains 87 words. That verse is also interpreted in a Midrash as
referring to the first of the Ten Commandments. There is a further specific reason to link the two becanse
the word “Baruch” appears ten times in the opening section of the Bracha corresponding to the Ten
Commandments.
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Translation: MISHIN.AH. In the morning two Brachos are to be said before Kriyas Shema and one after
2t. In the evening two are said before Kriyas Shema and two after it, one long and one short. Where the
sages ruled that a long Bracha should be said, it is not permitted to say a short one. Where the Sages
ordained a short Bracha a long one is not permitted. A prayer which the Sages ordered to be concluded with
a benediction must not be left without such a conclusion. A prayer which the Sages ordered to be left without
such a conclusion must not be so concluded. GEMARA. What is the first Bracha that one says before
Kriyas Shema in the morning? Rav Jacob said in the name of Rav Oshaia: ‘Blessed are You who forms
light and creates darkness’. Let him say rather: Who forms light and creates brightness’? We want to stay
with the language of the Scripture. If that is so, what of the next words in the text, Who mafkes peace and

creates evil: do we repeat those words as they are written? 1t is written ‘evil” and we say ‘all things’ as a
euphemism. Then here too let us say ‘brightness’ as a euphemism! In fact, replied Raba, it is in order to
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mention the distinctive feature of the day in the night-time and the distinctive feature of the night in the
day-time. 1t is correct that we mention the distinctive feature of the night in the day-time, as we say, ‘Who
Sforms light and creates darkness’. But where do you find the distinctive feature of the day mentioned in the
night-time? Abaye replied: In the words, You roll away the light from before the darkness and the
darkness from before the light
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Transiation: Rav Simon in the name of Rav Shmuel son of Nachman says: the total number of Brachos
that are recited before and after Kriyas Shema is based on a verse: you shall be involved in studying Torah
in the day and at night. This is interpreted to mean that your involvement with Torah learning should be
equal both in the day and at night. Rav Y ossi son of Rav Avin in the name of Rav Yehoshua son of Levi
opined: there are seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each day based on the verse: seven times a day I shall
praise You for your just rulings. Rav Nachman in the name of Rav Mani said: whoever fulfills the
requirements of the verse: seven times a day I shall praise You (recites seven Brachos of Kriyas Shema each

day) has fulfilled bis obligation of being involved in Torah learning day and night.
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Transtation: When Rav Simon stated that onr involvement in Torah miust be the same at night as it was
during the day, he was referring to reciting Kriyas Shema. This was based on what we learned in the
Babylonian Talmud: Rav Yochonon in the name of Rav Shimon Bar Yochai said that if all a person did
during the day was to read Kriyas Shema during Tefilas Shacharis and Tefilas Maariv, he fulfilled the
obligation to be involved in Torabh study all day and all night. Becanse Kriyas Shema is a cherished activity,
our Sages instituted the practice of reciting Brachos before reading it and after . This is similar to the
practice that Chazal instituted concerning Kriyas Ha’Torah, to recite a Bracha both and after reading from
the Torah.
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