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Lesson 5-Issues Within The Text Of
The First Bracha Of Kriyas Shema
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Y22 DI DNAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

Issues Within The Text Of The First Bracha Of Kriyas Shema

Source 1
The First Page Of The First Siddur-
The Siddur As A Guide To Reciting 100 M273 Each day
ORI 1190 M 5w M19921 M%BN A0 T SN2 (D1D77) 1IN BB 279D
DONTNANT DINI PSS NITIAE NTIDHD 20D 900 10N DT 11 NI
13%072 bR P'ONT NADIDY av 522 Mona N '[135 DN 297 AN ND A NIDT
SNIW D1 723 MR FIND FTRAY R DN DTN '[5 PPN N2 A 0w NYIRLNOE
Y LIIND KON T RPN DR (37,0 ©912) Tapn DR TR-R T I DR R
2300 Y 09 502 FING DRI DB DIPWINY 122 IR D L1300 SN 190
27 T2 ,M272 ARG BN DY .DTDN DINTIANI DRI VTEYY AN IR 137 NN
DY 27 71 ¥7* HY FINDYON 51 2325 MDA NNIBT NN2YNE B NPT 972 NNl 20
APY NS
Transtation: The order of prayers and Brachos for the entire year that you requested, that has
been shown to us by Heaven, we deem appropriate to set forth and lay out in the manner in
which the tradition was passed down to us, as compiled by the Rabbis during the period of the
Mishna and the Gemara. And so we learned: Rabbi Mayer said: a person is obligated to
recite 100 Brachos each day. In the Jerusalem Talmud' we learned: it was taught in the name
of Rabbi Mayer; there is no Jew who does not fulfill one hundred Mitzvos each day, as it was
written: Now Israel, what does G-d your G-d ask of you? Do not read the verse as providing
Sor the word: “what” (Mah); instead read it as including the word: “one hundred” (Mai’E)).
King David established the practice of reciting one hundred Brachos each day. When the
residents of Jerusalen: informed him that one hundred Jews were dying everyday, he established
this requirement. 1t appears that the practice was forgotten until our Sages at the time of the
Mishna and at the time of the Gemara re-established it. "The order of the 100 Brachos was
set forth by Rav Natroni son of Hil’Ai, head of the Yeshiva at Masa Machsiya, in
correspondence with the commmunity in Lucena, Spain, throngh Rav Yosef, the elder.

Source 2
oy ‘733 D272 FIND '[13‘7 I[P DTN 2 MIN IND T NN TD’D tinlakhBabiinte)

52 MR TN Y 1INE DNTZHE DTN TP PN [30] (3R) 2377 0D T PINT NI
TIND NON 71 97200 DN Tapn SR v T A e iy e an

Source 3
D173 7RG [T [N TIMY1-M512 NG [8] AR5 950 D w1

1. Idid not find a reference to this excerpt in our version of the Jerusalem Talmud. I did find reference to this excerpt in the
Babylonian Talmud, Maseches Menachos 43b.
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Translation: Becanse we sinned before G-d, G-d caused the Beis Hamikdash to be destroyed.
Therefore we no longer have the altar nor may we bring sacrifices. Yet G-d wants us to have a
peaceful relationship with Him so He provided that we should recite one hundred Brachos each
day. So G-d committed to Avrohom onr forefather, as it is stated: Avrohom asked G-d: how
do I know that my descendants will have a relationship with You? That means that
Avrohom said to G-d: in what merit will you allow my descendants to survive? G-d then
ordered Avrohom to offer a sacrifice. So too your descendants will offer Me sacrifices.
Avrohom responded: that is fine while the Beis Hamikdash is standing but 1 foresee that
ctrcumstances will cause the Beis Hamikdash to be destroyed. How will my descendants be
able to continue their relationship with Y ou once that occurs? G-d answered: let them recite
before Me one hundred Brachos each day. 1 will then deem those Brachos as if they offered all
the mandatory sacrifices. That is why our Sages instituted the practice that a Jew recite one
hundred Brachos each day corresponding to the one hundred verses in the Torah in which the
order of sacrifices are described.

Rule: The Talmud presents five rules that concern Brachos:
1. The theme of all the Brachos must be recited in their ending Bracha.

2. The theme of the Bracha as represented in its concluding Bracha must be
referred to just before the concluding Bracha.

3. The theme of the Bracha must be stated at the opening and closing of the
Bracha.

4. 'The concluding Bracha may not refer to more than one theme.

5. A Bracha must include G-d’s name and a reference to G-d being king of
the world.

Source 4
DI VAN MIDT3 Y FIMR -0 1357 ,3 D15 (j273°2) M513 NoDn NNDDN
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Y22 DI DNAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

Translation: The eighteen Brachos of Shemona Esrei that our Sages composed correspond to
the eighteen times that G-d’s name appears in Chapter 29 of Tehillim. In order to maintain
eighteen Brachos within Shemona Esrei, it is permissible to join the Bracha in opposition to
apostates with the Bracha of the sinners or the Bracha that concerns the converts with the
Bracha concerning our elders or the Bracha that requests the restoration of the Davidic
monarchy with the request for the restoration of Jerusalem. If you wish, you may recite any of
these Brachos individually.

Source 5
LD ANOI 173 PN 1072 50 127 N ,RDI-2 TIAY B g7 M7 Noon v Tmbn
TN AN MN LTON2 IR M5 12 PPN¥ 72723 b2 BN 1AM’ 2277272 N
SDMOR DY, 79725 2 0nap KD Snmow KDY TImsmn 1nnap KD (N30T N300 297
T 901! SAMOW N2 3N 1M 13790300 NS M0 199N 10 T 0 ammon
RLiile falinipla)
Translation: 1t was stated above: Rav said that any Bracha in which the Divine Name is not
mentioned does not qualify as a Bracha. R. Yochanan, however, said: Any Bracha in which
G-d's Kingship is not mentioned does not gualify as a Bracha. Abaye said: The opinion of
Raw is the more probable for it has been taught: (Devarim 26, 13) I have not transgressed any
of Your commandments, neither have I forgotten. ‘I have not transgressed’ means that 1 have
not failed to bless Youy the words, ‘neither have I forgotten’ represent that 1 have not failed to
mention Y onr name therein. Of sovereignty, however, the verse makes no mention. R.
Yochanan, however, explains the words: Weither have I forgotten’ as representing that I have
not forgotten to mention both Your name and Y our sovereignty therein.

50%7"6‘66 iy JIR1 A%I¥0 37 Amk a6
wpn xbz b amn wn @I M onng W
kbx mena mavh Thya xa Y 1 2393 oeEn
13738 WRY and oy b33 vena ova MR by
er b 3T e 200 oWy wen 37v3
Tun o b3 pineab sanes wbk opined wr
™R ATiyh BRI nEn 15T nexaa awsn
“PITMIKRA X ‘AaRk T3 1en aheh o ovhm

Translation: This is what R’ Sa’Adiya Gaon, 3}, said: He who concludes the first Bracha
of Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis with the line: Obr Chadash, a new light, is in error
becanse the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis was not composed to represent
the theme of the light we expect in the future with the coming of the Moshiach. Instead, our
Sages composed the Bracha to represent the light that shines each day. That is similar to what
we describe in Tefilas Arvis as to how G-d brings on darkness each night. 'I'herefore if
someone recites the line of Obr Chodosh, it is appropriate to silence the prayer leader. Upon
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Y22 DI DNAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

reaching the words: Ha’Michadesh B'Chol Yom Tamid Ma’Aseh Bereishis skip to the
words: K’ Amoor 1.'Oseh Orim Gedolim Ki 1.'Olam Chasdo. Baruch Ata Hashem Y otzer
Ha’MOros.

Source 7

Other solutions to }3NRJ M*TYD 2%’s objection to the end of the M272 of MMINDT AV

Mazt/azor Roma 1500°s and current Nusach Roma Minhag Carpentras 1800’s
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Standard Sephardic Siddur

My TR m**’::m j2m03 mnm mx‘;am
n‘rwb ” nﬂ‘m n"'nx wvb KD n*mm
m'mmn uP R rmx ™3 :§700

Source 8
Why do Ashkenazim continue to include the line of @M TN in the 727237

ND 771N 93N 1R 5P WM NG DN DN DYNDIR-D %D T 590 @R
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Translation: The French Jews do not recite the line that begins Obr Chodosh, etc. because that line does not
reflect either the opening words of the Bracha or the concluding words. However, I say that the words do
reflect both the opening words of the Bracha and the concluding words. When we say that G-d is the creator
of light that includes the light that G-d created during the six days of creation. The world was not worthy of
that light so G-d set that light aside to be used later for the benefit of the righteous. Concerning that light
we find it written: (Yeshayabu 60, 3) And the nations shall come to Your light, and kings to the
brightness of Your rising. "That verse refers to the new light that G-d created during the six days of creation
which G-d will reveal once again. Amen may it occur soon.

Source 9
POING T 578 1INAT YD 37 DR SANER-10 11°D 119950 173 15 Y912 15D

1PN RS 985 OYL D 1T NI NMIPE MIMINGDT AR PR RO 1Y DY 2m N
1P 01 D22 PRI IRE INT DY RON Fwan e T npn R by 1t mona omon
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Translation: 1 saw written in the name of R. Sa’Adiya Gaon that he who concludes the first Bracha of

Kriyas Shema in Tefilas Shacharis with the line: Obr Chadash, a new light, is in error . . (End of

quote). My brother, R. Binyamin, 3”l, wrote that it is not necessary to silence him. We are definitely not

referring to the light that will shine in the future. Instead we are referring the light that shines currently. It
zs true that G-d promised to renew the light that G-d created during the six days of creation and to add that
light to the current light as we learn: (Yeshayahu 60, 1) Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory
of the Lord has risen upon you and it is written: (Y eshayahu 30, 26) Moreover the light of the moon shall
be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, as the light of seven days, on the day
that the Lord binds up the breach of his people, and heals the stroke of their wound. This is what it all
means: This light that Y ou expect to renew and to add to the existing light, we should be worthy of
experiencing. ' That means the words match the theme of the conciuding Bracha. Others end the Bracha
differently. May we all merit soon to experience that light because of You, the creator of light. Baruch Ata

Hashem Yotzer Ha’M Oros. Then the closing words clearly match the words in the concluding Bracha.

That takes away the doubt as to whether you are following the rules. That is appropriate. So too I found

n the name of R. Shereira Gaon, 3, who answered and said: that which R. Sa’Adiya Gaon said that

the prayer leader should not recite the line of Obr Chodosh is not a practice that we follow. In the two

Yeshivos of Babylonia we have always included the line of Obr Chodosh, etc. In that line we are not

referring to the light of the six days of creation that was hidden but instead we are referring to light in
general. However, if one chooses to omit the line, he has not done anything wrong.

Source 10

In Nusach Roma, the following is how the 292 of 9N A8Y opens during N*AL noan
on NA¥ and 20 Y. Ashkenazim open the 2373 of NN XY in the same manner
whenever Ashkenazim recite 229 in the 12392 of TN %Y
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Notice the extra line:
ST AN DORI MIMIN DM END DY N

Translation: "The light that was created during the six days of creation was hidden in a special place to be
removed one day for the righteous. In its place, G-d created that luminaries that brighten the darkness in
our world.

Source 10
The commentary n>on 1PN suggests that there is a link between the extra line and the line
of WM N,
AP IR I 1921 WY D N 1B 192 AN NN N30 —11900 1PN w0
SYON A NPT IINDI 1Y, NN 7T 98NN SANAM RN BN DY 1)
ST TN DOND MTIN (rpma1) D1 ARIND (123 1) DAY IN IR WP AN DD 10D

Translation: "The Bracha of Yotzer Ha M Oros refers to the light that shines today and the light that we
expect to be given to us in the future. That was also the opinion of the Rosh in a teshuva that I cited in my
commentary Lyun Tefila, s.v. Obr Chodosh. So too appears to be the opinion of R. Elagar Ha’Kalir who
added to his liturgical poems for the Bracha of Yotzer the words: Or Olam, ete. (see above for translation).
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