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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

The Role Of Piyuttim In The Tefilos
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Translation: R. Eliezer says: prayer that is recited in a rote manner does not constitute supplication.
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Translation: He who recites Kriyas Shema and fails to concentrate on the meaning of the first verse of
Kriyas Shemay i.e. Shema Yisroel, does not fulfill the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema. Concerning the remainder
of the verses within Kriyas Shema, even if he was just studying that portion of the Torah or was writing that
portion of the Torah but he was doing so during the time when the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema conld be
Sulfilled, he properly completed the Mitzvah of Kriyas Shema provided that he concentrated on the meaning
of the first verse of Kriyas Shema.
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Translation: He who recites Shemona Esrei must concentrate on the meaning of each of the Brachos. If he
25 not able to concentrate on the meaning of each of the Brachos, then he should at a minimum concentrate
on the meaning of the first Bracha, Avos (forefathers). If he did not concentrate on the meaning of the first
Bracha, he should repeat all of Shemona Esrei. RANMAH: In our era, we no longer require those who fail
to concentrate on the meaning of the first Bracha of Shemona Esrei to repeat Shemona Esrei because we are
concerned that when the person repeats Shemona Esrei, he will again not concentrate on the meaning of the
first Bracha. Since that is the case, why ask him to repeat Shemona Esrei?
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Translation: 'Y ou should not recite recite liturgical poetry of any sort including Krubatz, (meaning liturgical
poetry within the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema.  Others define the word as representing a mnemonic-Kol
Rina V"Yeshua B’Ohalei Tadikkin-the sound of joy and redemption in the tents of the righteous) during
the repetition of Shemona Esrei. RAMAH: There are those who permit the recital of liturgical poems
when saying the Brachos of Kriyas Shema and the repetition of Shemona Esrei since they represent prayers
for the needs of the community (Rosh, Tosafos, the Rif and the Ran at the beginning of the last chapter of
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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate

Maseches Rosh Hashonah and the Hagos Maimoinides, chapter 10, and the Tur). That is how
Ashkenazim conduct themselves wherever they reside.
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Source 6

A portion of the first Bracha of Kriyas Shema as it appears in a Siddur that follows the
Persian Minhag! circa 1500’s
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1. 'This Siddur can be viewed at http:/ /hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=20923&pgnum=1.
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Y202 DY ANAPR-The Most Difficult Section Of Tefila To Appreciate
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Translation: Rashi did not follow the practice of reciting the Bracha of Yismach Moshe as the niiddle
Bracha of Shemona Esrei on Shabbos for Shacharis. Instead he would recite Ata Bichartanu and wonld
add the words: Shabbosos 1."Menucha. Rashi followed this practice becanse he did not see a link between
Shabbos and Moshe Rabbenn being happy. Rabbenn Tam returned the practice to its former way by
explaining the following: there is a very important reason to recite the Bracha of Yismach Moshe as it is
written in the opening chapter of Maseches Shabbos (10, 1) why does the verse say: to know that I am G-d
who is the One who matkes you holy? G-d said to Moshe, Moshe, I have a wonderful gift in my storage
house and Shabbos is its name. I wish to give it to the Jewish people; go and notify the Jewish people.
That is why our Sages composed the Bracha of Yismach Moshe on account of the great gift that G-d gave,
the gift of Shabbos.

2. R. Abraham ben R. Nathan was born in Lunel, Provence, c. 1155 and died in Toledo, 1215. During his wanderings, he noted the differences in
custom between various communities, and later composed Manhig Bnei HaOlam (also known as HaManhig) recording them.
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