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We have completed our review of the positions of both &% and the R”2137 as to

definition of the term: YW DY DD, Itis appropriate to ask: how did they arrive at such
diverse opinions on one subject? Is one right and the other wrong or are they both right?
In his book: T128NM MM, Eliezer Levy posits that &7 and the R”2127 are both right

because each is describing the practices of different eras. The position of the 2”219
reflects an earlier era and the position of Y& reflects a later period. In particular, &9
was describing how in his day those who came late to shul would repeat &7, 1392 and
the first 723723 of VY NNYAD which ¥ attributed to the rule described by the MI¥02 as:
YIS MND paw DY 10D PN,

Similarly, Professor Levy views other statements made by the MI&* concerning MDD
VIO as reflections of behavior in earlier historical periods. In particular, Levy reconciles
the following MI¥MA with what we previously studied by pointing out some historical facts:
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The difficulty with this MJE is that it provides that one person performs several acts
including 892 NMNY2J. That last role can only be played by a }72. Is the M0 teaching
us that only a |73 can perform Y% NDAD? This is how Levy explains the MIEH:
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Levy sees a historical tie between the role of the 5 and the role of the DMD:
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Levy further defines the term: DI by 1"D7MD as reflecting an ancient practice:
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Levy finds support for his position in the following: ekt PhD DDD NaDn
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A contemporary custom of the R"779DD seems to be an outgrowth of that practice:
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

(aEnt”¢~Ka Nrnl= M9%31 NoDM-He who recites the Haftorah is the one who is Porais on

Shema and he goes down to the Ark and he blesses the congregation. If he was a minor,
his father or teacher go down to the Ark on his behalf.

Eliezer Levy-We will be able to understand this Mishna if we keep in mind that at the early
period of the Second Temple, the acts of praying and reading the Torah were left to the
Kohanim to perform. Reading from the Prophets required understanding, as did Kriyat
Shema and its Brachot and Shmona Esrei, which were all recited from memory and
required expertise. In that generation, the Kohanim represented the educated group and
served as teachers for the others. Ezra himself was a Kohain and Shimon HaTzaddik, who
was one of the last of those who were a part of the Great Assembly was a Kohain
HaGadol. This was what was meant by Malachai, the Prophet who was also a member of
the Great Assembly, when he uttered: The lips of Kohanim will issue knowledge and they
will seek words of Torah from his mouth. To this Kohain, who reads the Haftorah, they
gave the responsibility to recite Kriyat Shema and to repeat Shmona Esrei . . .Over time,
instead of the Kohanim performing those functions, the responsibility was shifted to the
Elders and they then taught Torah to the people and Tefila.

Eliezer Levy-The first Bracha of Kriyat Shma and the Brachot for the Haftorah share a
similar purpose: to wage war against the penetration of foreign influences. Members of the
Great Assembly saw a need to battle against the influences of the Persians who were
influencing those among the Jews who were ready to assimilate. As a result, they instituted
the practice to make a public announcement before public prayer began. When a group of
ten men assembled in synagogue, one of them stood in the middle of the group before
Kriyat Shema and began by reciting Barchu. He would make an announcement in
opposition to the heretics by stating: G-d our G-d King of the World who creates light and
creates darkness, makes peace and creates all things. In this manner he would contradict
the ideas of the heretics who believed in dual deities (a god of good and a god of evil). The
congregation would respond and they would continue together . . . In order to emphasize
the importance of this prayer, Chazal tied the prayer to reciting Kedushah by which they
sanctified G-d. Just as the first Bracha of Kriyat Shema was an announcement against the
influence of the Persians who penetrated from outside into Jewish society, so too the
blessings of the Haftorah at the end of the Tefila were an announcement against the
influence of the Karaites (Kutim), who challenged the authority of the Torah from within
Jewish society. The Karaites did not believe in the Oral Law which had been transmitted
to us through the Prophets. They did not recognize the role of the Beit Hamikdash in
Jerusalem and the role of the House of David. Against their influence it was announced in
the Brachot of the Haftorah “the words of the Prophets are true and just” that “Zion is the
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home of our lives” and “on the throne of David, no other family may sit.” Chazal wanted
to strengthen, by way of these blessings, the weak ones, who were drawn to the outside
heretical influences that the Karaites spread among the Jews. As a result it was appropriate,
that the one being honored, a Kohain or an Elder, should announce the announcement in
the beginning of the Tefila as well as the announcement at the end of the Tefila. In the
beginning concerning the words of the Torah, Shema Yisroel, and in the end concerning
the words of the Prophets, that “all of the words of the Prophets are true and just.” Since
the Kohain or Elder recited the Brachot before Kriyat Shema in the beginning of Tefila
and he read the Haftorah at the end of the Tefila, it is fair to assume that he recited
Shmona Esrei between the two.

Eliezer Levy-On the platform (bima) in the middle of the synagogue there stood an Ark in
which they placed before the prayers began the Torah scrolls that they needed that day. At
the end of the Tefila they returned the Torah scrolls for safekeeping to a location near the
synagogue or somewhere else. Before the Tefila began, when they brought the scrolls to
the synagogue “they would place clothes around the Ark” and when they removed the
Torah scrolls, they would remove the clothes from around the Ark. The Prayer Leader was
not permitted to cover the Ark in the presence of the congregation because it would be a
show of disrespect for the congregation. The job of the Prayer Leader was to Porais
(cover) the Ark before prayers began and to uncover the Ark when the prayers were
completed. . . Before they began to read words of Torah from memory, the paragraphs of
Shema Yisroel, there was a mitzvah to to cover the Ark with a headscarf. The obligation to
perform this Mitzvah was given to the Prayer Leader. The words of the Mishna “Porais Al
Shema” are intended to teach that the prayer leader covered the Ark before reciting Shema
and because of Shema and only after he covered the Ark did he begin with the Bracha
“Yotzair Ohr.”

Eliezer Levy-When the prayer leader took the Torah scroll, his responsibility was that
before he recited: Shema Yisroel, he would Porais, this time, the Torah scroll with
headscarfs for the purpose of decoration and to honor the Torah. This activity was also
known as “Porais Al Shema”. .. The following custom that is practiced by the Sephardim
before reading from the Torah supports this interpretation of the term “Porais Al
HaShema”. When the Sephardim remove the Torah from the Ark, they decorate the
Torah Scroll with headscarfs for purposes of decoration and then lift the Torah Scroll.
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A7 P was composed in the Tenth Century based on the following ¥971:
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