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We cannot proceed to examine 1*M272Y VAW MNP without gaining an understanding
of the concept of P MDD, Itis an exercise that begins with a word of caution. We
will not come to a definitive answer as to what the M3 in "7 P79 190313 MDD meant
when it stated that: T2 MIAD .. .Y DN 1PDD PN,

Let us start by posing the following questions: Is VA& NDYAD optional or mandatory? Do
we currently conduct M13°82 MM n%5n in such a manner that it includes P NDYMD?

The following comments lead to the conclusion that D% MDD is mandatory:
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Contrast what Y"¥9 provides in his 07’0 with his comment to the MI¥2 in MM NoD!:
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This comment by ¥ indicates that Y% NDYAD is not mandatory. It only occurs when
a group of ten men comes late to shul and does not recite M NT FDT27 1272 TP
VI NNYPAY together with the others. This position of ¥ was codified:
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At what point in N N591 would YHY MDD occur according to Y"¥%’s position?
PO ROMBITIN 2977 2OWARD 10T BTMDOINTDI 3TN (VA ON DNDI-0030T RIN
NM2IF 12N BY DM BnDa W an AN MDD 1 poo wrba 19ant NN
12727 TR R WINY MDD TR YSINT IN 7BYEITING I (3 1P nnn

27N 1IN 15720 B0TP 10 DU DD 1072 90N NI DM NI )
JYIY NN DD D71 D2 NI R, APENT N PR S rnn

The following comment is made in the 172V 3PV 27 NTD after PNIAN:
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According to the 18V 3PV 27 MNT'D, we no longer perform YAE NDYID. A remnant
of the practice described by *"¥7 as YA MDD is still seen when some repeat 1972 at the

end of MM and %M. Although the practice was codified, it did not survive the
passage of time. Perhaps explanations exist that reflect practices that continue today.
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"B 12D DM AN (PDIN) 17102 NINIINITLI 37 MW N-And he recites the first blessing of

Hallel (Pseukei D’Zimra) which is Baruch Sh’Amar and continues until the end of Yishtabach. He
then Poraises the Shma and recites the blessing “Yotzair-Creator of Light” and the blessing
“HoBochair-Who Chose His Nation” before Shma and the blessing “V’Ga-ul-Saved Israel” after
Shma as we learned in Tractate Brachot: In the morning, we recite two blessings before Shma and
one after Shma. He then stands and recites Shmona Esrei with the blessing concerning the
Apostates. He then Poraises the Shma and recites two blessings before Shma-Ha’Maariv Aravim
and V’Ohaiv Umo Yisroel and three blessings after Shma-Go’Ail Yisroel and Shomer Umo
Yisroel and the third that our Sages composed: Yiroo Ainainu V’Yismach Libainu and ends that
blessing with the words: Baruch HaMolaich BiChvodo and then recites the Shmona Esrei of
Maariv.

INJYAI 3W5—’JD TD’D— DYIINIT MW N-As to the question that you asked: what is a

Schaliach Tzibbur and what is the One who goes down to the Ark, are they one role or two roles?
They are two separate and distinct roles. The role of the Schaliach Tzibbur is to Porais the Shma.
The role of the One who goes down to the Ark is as it sounds. This is what we learned in the
chapter entitled: “HaKoraih” that the difference between the Schaliach Tzibbur and the One who
goes down to the ark is as it was taught: One who is wearing torn clothes may Porais the Shma
but may not go down to the Ark. Thus we learn that the role for the Schaliach Tzibbur and the
One who goes down to the Ark are different and that they each have their own role.

YDA WP 27D 1IN DAY 27 7TD-Immediately the person must begin to Porais the Shma

with the blessing: Yotzair Ohr. It is not permitted to speak between reciting Yishtabach and
beginning to Porais the Shma. Itis further mandatory that one is careful to Porais Shma before
the deadline for reciting Shma has passed.

‘T 12D YT MTYD- Immediately the person must begin to Porais the Shma with the blessing:

Yotzair Ohr. It is not permitted to speak between reciting Yishtabach and beginning to Porais the
Shma. It is further mandatory that one is careful to Porais Shma before the deadline for reciting
Shma has passed as we studied: from what time may we begin to recite Shma in the morning?
From the time that one can differentiate between the colors blue and white.

jojmlivg ‘733 I’D'HD I’N—’J o) ki) Q'I ﬂb’ifb Y"&9-When a group of ten men comes to shul after

the congregation has completed its recitation of Shma, one of the ten stands and recites Kaddish,
Barchu and the first blessing of Kriyat Shma. The definition of the word: Oo’Porsin-is similar to
“half a matter.”

'BD 12D DY AN MB-We learned in the chapter entitled: He who Reads the Megilah Standing
that we do not Porais the Shma unless ten men are present. The circumstances when that occurs
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is when individuals come to shul after the congregation has finished reciting Shma. One of the
individuals recites Kaddish, Barchu and the first blessing: Yotzair Ohr and nothing further. The
word Porsin means: “a piece” like a piece of challah which means “only a little part of.” There
are those who recite after the first Bracha of Kriyat Shma, the first three brachot of Shmona Esrei
and then recite Kedushah which should not be recited without ten men present.

'N YD D 1D A”IN VE-The Law of Porais the Shma-If people arrive in shul who initially
prayed on their own and did not hear Kaddish nor Kedushah, one of them stands and recites
Kaddish and Barchu and the first Bracha of Kriyat Shma, Yotzair Ohr and nothing more. This is
what is known as Porais the Shma. The word Porais means a broken piece; that we only recite a
part of it. COMMENT BY THE RAMAH: Now (1500’s) it is no longer the custom to recite the
first blessing of Shma, Yotzair Ohr. Instead they recite only Kaddish and Barchu and the
congregation responds: Baruch Hashem, etc. There are those who say that one should Porais the

Shma in Maariv as well as in Schacharit but it did not become the custom because we do not
recite Kaddish before the Barchu of Maariv.

[V AN DMMD]-0Y1T OXIN-The custom in Frankfort-on- Main was that when the Rabbi or his

substitute finished the silent Shmona Esrei and then walked back three steps, the Shamas would
strike a brass gavel on a stone that was attached to the table on the Bima and would call out: those
who are commemorating a Yahrzeit and those who are mourners standing by the doorway. They
would then recite half a Kaddish and recite Barchu in order that those who came late would fulfill
their obligation to recite Barchu. The congregation would respond in the same manner as it did
when it heard the Kaddish and Barchu eatlier in the service. After this, the prayer leader began to
repeat the Shmona Esrei. This is what was called in the words of our sages: Porais Et Shma.

1PTRYR 2PYY 27 MTD-If in shul there are found those who prayed without a quorum of ten
people or came to synagogue late and did not hear Kaddish and Barchu, one of them stands and
recites Kaddish, Barchu and the first Bracha of Kriyat Shma, Yotzair Ohr, only. This is what is
known as: Porais Al Ha’Shma which is mentioned in the Mishnah. The root of the word Porais is
from the word that means “a piece” like a piece of bread; it represents the practice of reciting only
one of the two brachot . . "There are those who add to this. After reciting the first Bracha of
Kriyat Shma, they skip to Shmona Esrei and recite the first three blessings of Shmona Esrei. This
is what is known in the Mishnah as Going in front of the Ark. It is not proper to do these things
unless a quorum of ten men is present. We do this even if only one person in synagogue did not
hear Shma. In our geographic area we no longer follow this custom. What we do is repeat only
Kaddish and Barchu. The congregation answers and then goes home. For one who heard Barchu
during Kriyat Hatorah, that is enough.
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MISHNAH. THE ONE WHO SAYS THE HAFTARAH FROM THE PROPHET REPEATS ALSO
THE BLESSINGS BEFORE THE SHEMA” AND PASSES BEFORE THE ARK? AND LIFTS UP
HIS HANDS.? IF HE IS A CHILD,* HIS FATHER OR HIS TEACHER PASSES BEFORE THE ARK
IN HIS PLACE. A CHILD MAY READ IN THE TORAH AND TRANSLATE, BUT HE MAY NOT
PASS BEFORE THE ARK NOR LIFT UP HIS HANDS. A PERSON IN RAGS> MAY REPEAT THE
BLESSINGS BEFORE THE SHEMA AND TRANSLATE, BUT HE MAY NOT READ IN THE
TORAH NOR PASS BEFORE THE ARK NOR LIFT UP HIS HANDS. A BLIND MAN MAY
REPEAT THE BLESSINGS BEFORE THE SHEMA AND TRANSLATE. R. JUDAH SAYS: ONE
WHO HAS NEVER SEEN THE LIGHT FROM HIS BIRTH MAY NOT RECITE THE BLESSINGS
BEFORE THE SHEMA’.6
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GEMARA. What is the reason [why the one who says the haftarah has this privilege]? — R. Papa said: As
a mark of honour;” R. Shimi said: Because otherwise quarrels might arise.® What difference is there in
practice between them? — There is a difference, in the case of one who reads gratis.’

We learn: IF HE IS A CHILD, HIS FATHER OR HIS TEACHER PASSES BEFORE THE ARK IN
HIS PLACE. If now you say it is to avoid quarrels, will a child pick a quarrel? What then? It is a mark of
respect? Does a child receive marks of respect? What you must say is, out of respect for his father and his
teacher.

So here too, there is the question of quarrels, involving him or his teacher.

1. V.supra. Sof. XIV, 8 refers this to the Shema’ recited at the taking out of the law from the Ark; v. P.B. p. 145.

To read the ‘Amidah, and especially the kedushah.

3. To say the priestly blessing. Why the maftir should have these ptivileges is not at all cleat, and the ‘lifting up of hands’
certainly was the privilege of every priest. V. Rabbinowitz, op. cit. MS.M. omits: ‘AND LIFTS UP HIS HANDS.
Under thirteen.

So that most of his body is exposed.

Which include a prayer of thanksgiving for the creation of light.

N

ILe., as a kind of reward for having consented to read the haftarah.

Between persons eager to act as reader.

In which case there will not be such competition for the honour, and so there is no need to give the one who says the
haftarah priority.

©CoNo O~
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A PERSON IN RAGS MAY REPEAT etc. ‘Ulla b. Rab enquired of Abaye: Is a child in rags allowed to
read in the Torah?! He replied: You might as well ask about a naked one. Why is one without any clothes
not allowed? Out of respect for the congregation. So here, [he is not allowed] out of respect for the
congregation.
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A BLIND MAN MAY REPEAT THE BLESSINGS etc. It has been taught: They said to R. Judah: Many
have discerned sufficiently [with their mind's eye] to expound the Chariot,!! and yet they never saw it? —
What says R. Judah to this? — There [he can reply], all depends on the discernment of the heart, and the
expounder by concentrating his mind can know, but here one reads for the benefit which he derives
therefrom,!? and this one derives no benefit.!* The Rabbis, however, hold that he does derive a benefit, for
the reason given by R. Jose, as it has been taught: R. Jose said: I was long perplexed by this verse, And
thou shalt grope at noonday as the blind gropeth in darkness.!* Now what difference [I asked] does it make
to a blind man whether it is dark or light? [Nor did I find the answer] until the following incident occurred.
I was once walking on a pitch black night when I saw a blind man walking in the road with a torch in his

hand. I said to him, My son, why do you carry this torch? He replied: As long as I have this torch in my
hand, people see me and save me from the holes and the thorns and briars.'>
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10. A child not being forbidden to expose himself.
11.The first chapter of Ezekiel.

12.Viz., the light.

13.He does not enjoy the benefit of light.

14. Deut. XXVIII, 29.

15.So although blind, he does benefit by the light.
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The English translation was reproduced from the Davka Judaic Classics Soncino Talmud
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At the end of last week’s newsletter we reached the conclusion that the practice described
by &7 as YA MDD is no longer followed except by those who repeat 1272 at the

conclusion of N*AML and 2°PM. That practice presents several problems. Should 12723
be repeated even if no one in the 11 came late and missed the first 129237 If 1391 is a
M to participate in a MEYTPAL N2, can it be recited when no prayer follows it? If
you re-read Y"¥%’s comment and the manner in which the M2 and the Y m‘vnw codify
the rule, you notice that all three require that the first 7272 of YW NNAD, TN 8, be
said after reciting 12923. Itis the N”129, living in the 1500’s, who states in ['D "N J"¥
'N A'UD "BD that the custom began not to recite the first 7372 of YL NP, TN VY
after 1272 was repeated. Unfortunately, the N"29 fails to provide us with the reason why.
However, the BM2N 121, who also lived in the 1500’s, does provide an answer as to why
no prayer needs to be recited after 1272:

D5IYH TNIMAM T TN DIVNMNG 11927 — 12 1373 KD PPOPI—N 7D 1D 1D BN AN

(177) TN N2NANR T T 19120 M KRR N,

Let us continue our search for alternate explanations for the term VA% by 1"DMD. The
07217 in 1 11297 /M 9AD 292 NN 119750 M5 provides us a fresh approach:
NI TN, Da RO IOR PAAN PO 2R S PR 05373 a0 TN I RS 1)
NOR DY DINZAI 203701 1RY TS NON @0 DTN PRY i DY DD RPN
MDY YN T NI TP DORTOIT BN DR Y S 10 18 DM ey

TN TP RD 191 —7/3897 20272501 DT IND R TIRY 1 A0 DN Y
DD N LAY FZATR 272w T8 KON MWINPNR DT T7ANTT 20 .10 1513 1A
PR R PR 5 DD 121 MDDT MY RI%D N3HD DD SN ADDM DIND3 1A
10105 D

The approach of the 2”217 is totally different than the approach of *"¥9. The 772N
adds his own twist. The 2”27 notices that the M3 in 793 that provides: 1'DTD N
MR MND3 YA oY also provides: MY MAD2 73NN 105 "2 PN He

interprets the juxtaposition of VAL NDYAD next to M 1395 1°921) as a clue that both
practices are for the same purpose. Just as you need 10 people to be present in order to
recite &Y M2 on behalf of those who need to fulfill their obligation for reciting

Y NI through the act of the MY M9 so too you need ten people present in
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order to recite YA MNP on behalf of those who need to fulfill their obligation for
VY ANYP through the act of the 2% ﬂ"??&‘.

The T”2NA takes the R”21%’s approach one step further. He agrees with the 2”219 that
the MR lists YW MDD next to MM 2309 "33 in order to teach that both practices
require the presence of ten men. What is the reason that M52 [23°N7 105 "2 PN
e AP It is because we recite MEITR. Based on that fact, the 77287 argues that N
FARYn DD YR Sy 1"DMD because PR MNP M7 also contain within them
AP, It should be noted that the N”2¥9 combines Y"¥%’s approach with the approach
of the 77aN":

N°22 PNIW DTN °12 D .Y M e P 10D 1PN PINR—"2 /12N 10 AT 2

DD WP Dw IINT 197311972 WITP DONLINY DI AN MANT INTPL TN DDA

JOD DD 1PN I TPAY 12T 527 1 MDA AN DD PN '[D5ﬂ1 TR ma v

But even the explanations of the R”21% and the 5”2N9 are open to questions. Why are
the ANV of TAWY AL and PO MNP different than other ANV in that you need
the presence of ten men in order for a person to fulfill those MM¥M on behalf of someone
else. If you answer like the 72N and say that it is because M&17D is recited, then the
question becomes: why did pliln require that when you want to fulfill the M8 of MV
AA2Y and YW NNYAP on behalf of others, you must recite FENTP? If someone needs
another to help him fulfill the M¥M of VAW MNP at night, does he have to be in the
presence of ten men? And how would the 7”2N" explain why we need ten men at 27D
when in 2%V we do not recite TENTP within the DB ANYAP M2I72?

The answer may be a simple one. If there was no need for ten people to be present when
someone fulfilled the ANVD of MWD MM and VY NNYID on behalf of others, no one
would come to shul at night and no one would feel compelled to come to shul in the
morning on days when TN NNYAP did not take place. plily may have inserted &P
within {27 N7 in order to introduce an additional reason for ten people to congregate
in the mornings. The concern being that when an era arrived when the majority of the
community was able to recite VA% NNYD and T2V AWML on their own, as in our own
era, there would no longer be any reason to congregate in the morning and in the evening.
When 9711 added the obligation to fulfill the M¥M of DY727T2 DWW ENTP by inserting
such prayers as @°7P ,3272 and FLMNTP within the m5an, 51m provided the basis for

ten men to congregate for all M2°01 under any historical circumstances.
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The position of the N”3*7 on the meaning of the words: YL 5 oD
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o1 NS PPN P"D 1D 1D DY MMN-Because we recite: Baruch Hashem

Ha’Mivorach I’Olam Va’Ed, we no longer appear to be heretics since it appears that
Barchu is connected to the Birchot Hatorah that we had recited.

1957 /M YD 20D NN 119D MaT-07217-Therefore one should not recite the

brachot of Kriyat Shma so that others may listen and respond in order to fulfill their
obligations by responding with amen unless ten men are present. This is what is meant by
the term: Porais Al Shma. We do not recite Kaddish except in the presence of ten men.
Kohanim do not bless the people except in the presence of ten men and the Kohanim can
be counted as part of the ten men. Ten Jews are considered an “Edah” based on the verse:
Until when will this group of evil persons etc. There were ten men there once you exclude
Yehoshua and Caleb. The Ravad wrote: He recites only the first Bracha of Kriyat Shma,
Yotzair, because it contains Kedusha within it. The word Porais in this matter is similar to
the phrase: B’Paroos Ha’Pesach. What does Porus mean in that context? Part, part of
Hilchot Ha’Pesach as in Porais Al Shma. It is one of the two Brachot before Shma.

MY NI P By 1PDTD 1PN MDD IAY A0 AT M3t N73¥-This means a group
of people who come late to shul after the congregation has recited Shma. The group
recites Kaddish, Barchu and the first Bracha of Shma because the first Bracha has within it
Kedushah. As a result, we recite that Bracha only if ten men are present because all Davar
Bi’Kedushah should not be recited unless ten men are present.
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We have completed our review of the positions of both &% and the R”2137 as to

definition of the term: YW DY DD, Itis appropriate to ask: how did they arrive at such
diverse opinions on one subject? Is one right and the other wrong or are they both right?
In his book: T128NM MM, Eliezer Levy posits that &7 and the R”2127 are both right

because each is describing the practices of different eras. The position of the 2”219
reflects an earlier era and the position of Y& reflects a later period. In particular, &9
was describing how in his day those who came late to shul would repeat &7, 1392 and
the first 723723 of VY NNYAD which ¥ attributed to the rule described by the MI¥02 as:
YIS MND paw DY 10D PN,

Similarly, Professor Levy views other statements made by the MI&* concerning MDD
VIO as reflections of behavior in earlier historical periods. In particular, Levy reconciles
the following MI¥MA with what we previously studied by pointing out some historical facts:
12000 2355 121 NI PHL 5P DD NI NY2ID RO s T Poa 27213 NoDM
AT 5 P92 927 W AN D T NI DD NN NP N
The difficulty with this MJE is that it provides that one person performs several acts
including 892 NMNY2J. That last role can only be played by a }72. Is the M0 teaching
us that only a |73 can perform Y% NDAD? This is how Levy explains the MIEH:
Riakait“nRalninBal:liply bW NENTT T 21 BN AN TR nT DN {’2115 2%
QY DT NP R TI3T AT N2 AINYD LDYINIT 0T NI ANPM abllaly
1A DRI NPT, TD bya 17N Somw WY m3Y A5 MMoTa
NI WIN S DAMANT ,PYTIRT VDL QN 172 [ AR R LT0 mbini=Yiaty
D NDW YD MDY NDID MWAND TAN NI IR TN 131 5T T e, mS
ANP Nﬁp5 DD DI ,N°232 e ,mmm T.‘ID'? SO WP TN NPT 0N
DY DYIPIT AMIND AN T3 IN2 D357 bw mia)wialn RSNk noon 55ann% poaw
12BN 7N oY 1

Levy sees a historical tie between the role of the 5 and the role of the DMD:
ST PIBPW D 10T A3 A (AAN T TARenT Mo N 3»” 1onab
D523 Y e Y 0015 b MDPYAT 733 DINPh TN INT 91N N0 waN
1AM ONAAS 2083 9eNT NPT 3% MYamId AAram 1PN 185 O8N marmna
v895 19 711 AN 197273 ANDY PR ANIP 2395 SAPM TINA AN Y ,NDIoT N3

copyright. 2005. a. katz Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



page 2 m9D0M AN 1A

7221 7557 NN NMI2Y DS Y TN N2 TN R 29I 00 100N e 203
YIIN L M2 191D ANY T MY SADm L cnw DY Dvpin Myt NN nD

1 Pb 79 0 D e A NAND N D 0 198N S amianen DN eeaTnh
SR DrYMIDORT 23 FINOM N RN 3% 7N AR NNaR 1Y LONTR PN

=23 MO 171 A9DNM MDA MM MO0 T ,ONTRN FIAND 1M 1IN ,B1D0eT
;719 HYaw MmN 1155 DNIOM .2YDAM TN M AN AN BT Mepen
ST 5731 DOWINAW BEPHT MY S 1372 17900 KDY R0 0T Dy b omw
BP7MINE AP NOTT PR /0N DR NN DINYAIT YT, BET M313D Mo 0T
D23, 205w RaT AN AROT MR T By P e Sm 2 2w 8D 1T S DD
ID=IIM TN T NN 137 DTN P2 DIAISM IR M MBpw N
FMINT 9127 5y APANa 7MY 03 19031 9DAT NN AN AN PN IN

OF 7T AN 19127 527 10w -, nenn-DIN 23T 2T DY DN paw -
,A1DID2 NP FBDTT NNY ADNM 1D PR MNP M3T2 AN I3 RT3
JRBRI Y B NPon NN 555nm 01 XA, Nanon

Levy further defines the term: DI by 1"D7MD as reflecting an ancient practice:
PN 11950 235 T YT EYY 720 1Y Y NDIDT MY PR™NIY 1B Sy
N5 M2 0 HY s DIpnb D1AT A9DAM B3 1 NAwD 2N MM 18D
292D 07132 101”7 MDA M°25 [N DD NN NI ,A90NM 1D AN DIPnD N
2007 DN DR NI T 208 MR PNY 20NN DN DD DR INS WD) 1200
PN DY RIDN T 208 10w S DN MM TIAD 21D M2RT S Imroia
bpa N1PR B PR 2385 . .. RDAT AN 2N AN DY M5DAT 2155 AN
NI IR MIPELA 20T HY DD MY ,RIDN RTINS P~ 9137 1D
MowE 7% DOaNonn ryne Sy DD MawnT 2T 2R b by nhewn nn
DUMINM FDMIEM NN P 7R 3D 7Y 1385 1300 HY DS DY M2
SN 81 15732

Levy finds support for his position in the following: ekt PhD DDD NaDn
10 DD Dw Y AN YA PRI pew DY DD NI 81233 DT

A contemporary custom of the R"779DD seems to be an outgrowth of that practice:
7ONTWY PIR UMN NI 21D 1TODN [ ,TINM 95D AN A5 M M2 MWD
N ANWET BN AN A5 BwD owh Mmen®a AN 190 NN-DYsn-01eb
BRN 1M, T ANNT AN 2385 paw non by L. pew Sy DD’ NN
PIMDLA POY DD T2 N TP PNIND N7 5D NN DINYEI B .0Te0R
FINNT NN D230 o o
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(aEnt”¢~Ka Nrnl= M9%31 NoDM-He who recites the Haftorah is the one who is Porais on

Shema and he goes down to the Ark and he blesses the congregation. If he was a minor,
his father or teacher go down to the Ark on his behalf.

Eliezer Levy-We will be able to understand this Mishna if we keep in mind that at the early
period of the Second Temple, the acts of praying and reading the Torah were left to the
Kohanim to perform. Reading from the Prophets required understanding, as did Kriyat
Shema and its Brachot and Shmona Esrei, which were all recited from memory and
required expertise. In that generation, the Kohanim represented the educated group and
served as teachers for the others. Ezra himself was a Kohain and Shimon HaTzaddik, who
was one of the last of those who were a part of the Great Assembly was a Kohain
HaGadol. This was what was meant by Malachai, the Prophet who was also a member of
the Great Assembly, when he uttered: The lips of Kohanim will issue knowledge and they
will seek words of Torah from his mouth. To this Kohain, who reads the Haftorah, they
gave the responsibility to recite Kriyat Shema and to repeat Shmona Esrei . . .Over time,
instead of the Kohanim performing those functions, the responsibility was shifted to the
Elders and they then taught Torah to the people and Tefila.

Eliezer Levy-The first Bracha of Kriyat Shma and the Brachot for the Haftorah share a
similar purpose: to wage war against the penetration of foreign influences. Members of the
Great Assembly saw a need to battle against the influences of the Persians who were
influencing those among the Jews who were ready to assimilate. As a result, they instituted
the practice to make a public announcement before public prayer began. When a group of
ten men assembled in synagogue, one of them stood in the middle of the group before
Kriyat Shema and began by reciting Barchu. He would make an announcement in
opposition to the heretics by stating: G-d our G-d King of the World who creates light and
creates darkness, makes peace and creates all things. In this manner he would contradict
the ideas of the heretics who believed in dual deities (a god of good and a god of evil). The
congregation would respond and they would continue together . . . In order to emphasize
the importance of this prayer, Chazal tied the prayer to reciting Kedushah by which they
sanctified G-d. Just as the first Bracha of Kriyat Shema was an announcement against the
influence of the Persians who penetrated from outside into Jewish society, so too the
blessings of the Haftorah at the end of the Tefila were an announcement against the
influence of the Karaites (Kutim), who challenged the authority of the Torah from within
Jewish society. The Karaites did not believe in the Oral Law which had been transmitted
to us through the Prophets. They did not recognize the role of the Beit Hamikdash in
Jerusalem and the role of the House of David. Against their influence it was announced in
the Brachot of the Haftorah “the words of the Prophets are true and just” that “Zion is the
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home of our lives” and “on the throne of David, no other family may sit.” Chazal wanted
to strengthen, by way of these blessings, the weak ones, who were drawn to the outside
heretical influences that the Karaites spread among the Jews. As a result it was appropriate,
that the one being honored, a Kohain or an Elder, should announce the announcement in
the beginning of the Tefila as well as the announcement at the end of the Tefila. In the
beginning concerning the words of the Torah, Shema Yisroel, and in the end concerning
the words of the Prophets, that “all of the words of the Prophets are true and just.” Since
the Kohain or Elder recited the Brachot before Kriyat Shema in the beginning of Tefila
and he read the Haftorah at the end of the Tefila, it is fair to assume that he recited
Shmona Esrei between the two.

Eliezer Levy-On the platform (bima) in the middle of the synagogue there stood an Ark in
which they placed before the prayers began the Torah scrolls that they needed that day. At
the end of the Tefila they returned the Torah scrolls for safekeeping to a location near the
synagogue or somewhere else. Before the Tefila began, when they brought the scrolls to
the synagogue “they would place clothes around the Ark” and when they removed the
Torah scrolls, they would remove the clothes from around the Ark. The Prayer Leader was
not permitted to cover the Ark in the presence of the congregation because it would be a
show of disrespect for the congregation. The job of the Prayer Leader was to Porais
(cover) the Ark before prayers began and to uncover the Ark when the prayers were
completed. . . Before they began to read words of Torah from memory, the paragraphs of
Shema Yisroel, there was a mitzvah to to cover the Ark with a headscarf. The obligation to
perform this Mitzvah was given to the Prayer Leader. The words of the Mishna “Porais Al
Shema” are intended to teach that the prayer leader covered the Ark before reciting Shema
and because of Shema and only after he covered the Ark did he begin with the Bracha
“Yotzair Ohr.”

Eliezer Levy-When the prayer leader took the Torah scroll, his responsibility was that
before he recited: Shema Yisroel, he would Porais, this time, the Torah scroll with
headscarfs for the purpose of decoration and to honor the Torah. This activity was also
known as “Porais Al Shema”. .. The following custom that is practiced by the Sephardim
before reading from the Torah supports this interpretation of the term “Porais Al
HaShema”. When the Sephardim remove the Torah from the Ark, they decorate the
Torah Scroll with headscarfs for purposes of decoration and then lift the Torah Scroll.
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A7 P was composed in the Tenth Century based on the following ¥971:
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In an article entitled: 712 5Y DDA 13 ﬁ:"?‘?, Professor Ezra Fleischer presents his
opinion as to the definition of DY by 1"DMD. He begins by posing three questions:
SINZNT WNTD NPT NRDE N D P NRED paw by DD MmRn DN oNe .1
ijalvarahy Nﬁpb 173 3 DT NRNDN 0T MANAT 18 BNT L2 ;72300 manab
AT TR AN N LR AN P2 NTWP") DT 0T AT 1N DIAN BN .3 ;0TD %3
The first question is posed because Fleischer notices that in defining: DIE by =m}=H
DYINA focus on the MI72 of PO MNP, He disagrees. He argues that the term
VIO NN 172712 that is defined in the following 811 is the opposite of VAE by 10D, If
he is correct, then PO by 1°DMD is an act which involves how we read VR2¥ NNAD.

D2 7 S DY T IR WY 02T MR —raa—'2 1Ay 11 7 DD Noon
PN 1737107 ,8197 55 2557 1929001 22 1 ROY 115N .00 i 8D b S
D APTAX 1IN (DT A AORY 0T P DY I 1105 1w 1y

DBIM 02 I 9705 FIND D033 ,NAWA DI DA PO BTen

DYUAIN ST 27 N 29T3Y 039 DB NN 112NN 1Y 11 57 21D NoD
NON 17T 1D0DDM (N N7 .PIDDM PN TN T PRN 11 9N piw (1 20137)
%03 11327 130 .7325 By 9mm 89,7225 Sy avm ppenT 7325 Sy ovn s v
Y27 9737 ,1°00000 111 8D AN 30PN T DN D DYUMN 20w AN 173710 1A
D915 1M1 TID DY TN DVAN P RS NON 1T 100D NN I 020 N
by

Professor Fleischer further argues that if DA% ‘737 1"DMD is an act that involves the M2372
VI NP then why do we not notice that the form of Y% MNP N1D71 are different
from the form of other NY292.

In concluding that DRE? by 1"D7D is an act which involves how we read VRE NN,
Fleischer cites an additional source:
DF°2°D 1303 D7 12 DN 0P MY IN2ODY 037 w7 0113, N2 0y D 5T oD
W 00D WRT PIAN PIY 1M 550 NN NP 910 2770 1N TR e
DYV TFY FING TINI 0D AN T D TR DN T D N (0 DIne) N
P3P 1 55 AR RO IEPD NN 2R D1 137 B 132 N 030 b N
YD TN A 11D AN DYUAON 1D TN AN TR IR R T 5D 1anN

1. The article is included in a compedium of articles published by the journal }**271 entitled: m5onn PN AINAPR.
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,NDIOM 122 PR HY DD 1DIDD AN A 037 LIND FING 0D DN 1M AN AN
NN 7 RD 112D N29PY 137 29350950 NP AN 1Y 1 119N AmD R
MM Y ,RA5 NADM 5N 7 ARS 93D 2905am v71 B 12a TN 037 ,NAvEp

NP2 R ANDT 7 MARD T A 1190 MNT 7N 1aD
Fleischer concludes from this source that the act that is described by the term: by K=
VIO is the recitation of the opening PYDD by the M2 M9 and the response by the
congregation of TN 225 1Ma5n Mas ow TM2. He then challenges himself from
another source which provides a different wording for the opinion of M°12M3 29:
NDIOT N33 YR PP DTN 2132 MWIN M1 7~/ PIE D NODR NN
N273 AR M TR TR0M 2RI DY ;NG DR PRE A0 Tn e TN R
YD /M FN TIAN DN IR TN R T I8P PRI PN PR DR 150
YN TN T TN TN TN DN T AN 1Y AN T A0 TN TN
A 7T AN DN ot
Fleischer reconciles the two sources for 1AM '2’s position by arguing that the two sources
agree that the first two lines of ¥ are read responsively. The conflict is that the 532
expresses the position that only the first line of V¥ was read responsively and the rest of
the lines were read together while the NNDDIN expresses the opinion that all the lines of

VIO were read responsively.

Fleischer supports his position by noting that ‘Y90 N2DM describes the recitation of the
PIDD of SN VY when the 70 79D is removed from the @D NN in terms of
1"DMD. What follows is the congregation responding with 13’P1‘7N TPN.

Our discussion of YAE MDD concludes by noting that the opinion of Professor Fleischer
can be bolstered by a comment made by Rabbi Dr. Norman Lamm in his book Shema that
we quoted in our discussion of 123723:

In all such cases of liturgical ' ¥17°P, such as the recitation of the ¥¥72, the

MNP or 1273, the mitzvah is performed in the form of a dialogue: the

reader issues the summons to perform the sanctification, and the

congregation responds. The verse 122 D¥ M2 represents such a response

to the mention of the divine Name(s) in the Shema.
Is it not fair to conclude that Rabbi Lamm’s statement that the response of 122 Q& 12
is an example of liturgical ' ¥17°P, meaning that it requires the presence of ten men,
demonstrates that Rabbi Lamm agrees with Professor Fleischer that the response of 172
22 D represents the definition of the term: MA@ YA NMD DY by DD N2

2. 'This soutce was provided in last week’s newslettet.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

Professor Ezra Fleischer-1. Is the term “Porais Al Shma” a term that is associated with
reciting Kriyat Shma itself or is it associated first and foremost with the Brachot of Kriyat
Shma? 2. Does the term represent a specific and distinct manner in which they recited
Kriyat Shma in ancient days? 3. If the term represents a distinct manner in which they
recited Kriyat Shma, what was that manner?

'2 712’13 7T 2ADD NODMA-Mishna-Six things the inhabitants of Jericho did: three the
Sages forbade them, and three the Sages did not forbid them. These they did not forbid
them: they grafted palm trees all day, they ‘wrapped up’ the shema, and they harvested and
stacked their produce before the bringing of the ‘Omer. And it is these which they forbade
them: they permitted for use the branches of carob or sycamore trees belonging to
Hekdesh, and they ate the fallen fruit from beneath the tree on the Sabbath and they gave
Pe'ah from vegetables; and the Sages forbade them.

'N/BY 1 /T 2A0D NADR-Gemara-THEY “WRAPPED UP? THE SHEMA’. What did
they do? — Rav Judah said, They recited, Hear, O Israel: the Lord our G-d, the Lord is
One and did not make a pause. Raba said: They did make a pause, but the meaning to how
they said it sounded as if they said “And these words, which I command you this day shall
be upon your heart”, which implies, this day shall they be upon thy heart, but to-morrow
they shall not be upon your heart. Our Rabbis taught: How did they ‘wrap up’ the Shema’?
They recited ‘Hear O Israel the Lord our G-d the Lord is One’ and they did not make a
pause. That is R. Meir's view. R. Judah said: They did make a pause, but they did not recite,
‘Blessed be the name of His glorious Kingdom for ever and ever.’

'3y b A7 MID-Our Rabbis taught: On that day R. Akiba expounded: At the time the

Israelites ascended from the Red Sea, they desired to utter a Song; and how did they render
the song? Like an adult who reads the Hallel for a congregation and they respond after him
by repeating the leading word. According to this explanation Moses said: ‘I will sing unto
the Lord” and they responded, ‘I will sing unto the Lord’; Moses said: ‘For He hath
triumphed gloriously’ and they responded, ‘I will sing unto the Lord’. R. Eliezer son of R.
Jose the Galilean declares, Like a minor who reads the Hallel for a congregation, and they
repeat after him all that he says. According to this explanation Moses said: ‘I will sing unto
the Lord’ and they responded, ‘I will sing unto the Lord’; Moses said: ‘For He has
triumphed gloriously’ and they responded, ‘For He has triumphed gloriously’. R. Nehemiah
declares: Like a school-teacher who recites the Shema’ in the Synagogue, viz., he begins
first and they respond after him. On what do they differ? — R. Akiba holds that the word
‘saying’ refers to the first clause; R. Eliezer son of R. Jose the Galilean holds that ‘saying’
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refers to every clause; and R. Nehemiah holds that ‘and spoke’ indicates that they sang all
together ‘and saying’ that Moses began first.

2= PID LD N2D RNODIN-Rav Nehemiah said: Like people who read Shma in

synagogue as the verse says: Then Moshe will sing, etc. The Torah did not need to follow
that word with the word: saying. Why does the Torah also include the word: saying? To
Teach you that Moshe began with the first word of a verse and Bnei Yisroel answered after
him and finished the verse. Moshe recited: Oz Yashir and Israel responded: Ashira
La’Shem Ki Gao Gao; Moshe recited: Ozi V’Zimras Kah and Israel responded Zeh Kaili
V’Anvayhu. Moshe recited: Hashem Ish Milchama and Israel responded Hashem Shimo.



m%90m NN 1A

Vol. 2 No. 22 mid=lsnlniatiinlva})

SUPPLEMENT
Y NoY5 AS THE BASIS FOR SEVERAL R%27312

Some of you may have noticed from our discussion concerning VA% ND'D that the
explanations as to its meaning revealed how the concept is the basis for several customs:

1. Repeating 1272 before the end of davening;
2. Covering the &7 119N and the 7™M 790;

3. The custom of DD 3173M to decorate the MMM DD with scarves;

4. The practice known as “Hoycha Kedushah” -when to save time, the congregation waits
to recite MY AN silently until after the 9128 M9 recites the first two MD73 of

Y P, the group recites METP and then the MY MY recites the third 1972
of MAYY MMM, For those of you who did not notice, the source is from the following:

IMDA P HY POMND PN TP AT NN NPT PIDA (30— 12D OPA AN MR
13721 TP IIN L PIBW NIV INTDL N WA M35 INIW DN @D~ s
NON DY UNN PRY DD 11D 1NN S PDMDY AN KDY TIN XY NI 157
TDINT MINIAN MR VN TIPNT D73 WD NG T POIDWL W N NP
TIPS NINDA T YT RO N BT AN T

5. If Hzra Fleischer is correct, then it is the basis for the practice of reciting Q¥ 112
22 after the opening verse of DN Y and is the means by which one who cannot
recite PN PO on his own fulfills the M of PO NNP.





