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ORIGIN OF 71N 7173

The origin of the 272 of MANY 7112 is shrouded in mystery. The NJ22 does not

provide for a 272 either before or after AT YD, Nevertheless, the 12392 is found

in the 1IN BY 37 77D as follows: Ty 525115 N1D13 'N23 BN 1D
NI T3 2D T BN TN MDY NDISN 1

The 792 P in 'K P"D N3 112D traces the source:
YIINTDY N 11 5937 NN 70 DY 1191 NDID SWIN PN M AAw — MRE T2
S 1572 NI PENT WNT MR T30 1D NS WD DY ,MANN 17D 13 w1 .13 210D
M0 178 5y DI KDY p5 R 1D By .man v

The statement of the MMM ML leaves us with two questions. First, on what basis did
the MMM AWM postulate that the 272 of MANY TN originated as a prayer that was
written on a note that fell from the heavens? Second, what is the source for the 320D
172 to state that there is a significance to the number of words found in the 7393 of
AN N3P

The earliest source that points out the number of words in VANEY 172 is the
L1200 17D B MARE TIN23—ANE N2 [T (1160-1230) AR5 [9°DAM 1D e
N2 oW, IBNT ARTIRA 7510 10031 05D 9Y0H 1URY 1D DN WNN T30 1PN 0D
OM5W W AN NTINAR ,0ORD N2° 002 N2 e 1eDa

M2 17D 113 B 12 NN (DDYOM 0 NN (K 113) 13307 1D - Foomore
5129 2298 1IN .IND TV 1277 W NI 02125 D02 TN 1119% ;10 AN M2 10 1D
212 NARAT a0

The AP reveals that the significance of the number 1D is that it relates to 'NY 210D in
T PID DY MW 3PS MM YN0 WIS 1D BN WNN-His head is like the finest
gold, his locks are wavy and black like a raven. The editor of the edition of the PV which is

quoted, Rabbi Moshe Hershler, ‘7”37, in a footnote, informs us of the source for the AP
and leaves us with a further issue that will remain unresolved: Our version of the
prayer, MIMANT NATINT, has 88 words which does not match the number 87 which is the

number of words that are in MNE? 112,
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Although the FIPYA does not speak about a note falling from the sky, he relates the
recitation of VANRY T2 with the recitation of FIMAN NN, a prayer that he alleges
was authored by the 0°285M. The TR ’DWP%(P—NZZ) links the two prayers directly:
51737 55 9PN 2799 NAWA ANBNT ARTIRE BPD D 170 30 [T L IVANM NN
NSRRI DD QOPYTIN N /DY N2W /7 MDD 11V QYLM ,ABNRE N2 N33 0P
TN NTINT DYORDHT DN ANY N2 DN SN mywaw 2n3

One of the earliest QYMNT'D that refers to the note falling from heaven is the 7D of 29
PIAYE 3PP (1697-1776 ): DXAIMT 272 DDNDY ,TING 5173 ML NI MARE N3
S 1292 NI D M DINMBR YA W M 2001 2 HD1 Npnow
20105 FDIM 12 A RO TIND DM ONTD DD 11 OIS

Although the version of MANY M2 that is part of the current popular Q¥MT°D that
follow 1I2WN MDI, including the Artscroll RCA MT°D and before it, the De Sola Pool
RCA TT°D, contain 87 words, there are other versions of TANRE? M2 that contain more
than 87 words including the version found in the JWR2 QTY 239 77D, in the mban1 2D
of the 8”219 and in the versions found in the TADD 73D Y70,

How do we explain the fact that we recite MANY M2 even though the M3721 is not
referred to in the NA3? This is how it is explained by the (1724-1806 ) ADY *272:

PBYNM AMNT BN 779D 377 91 TN TN DINS/N D7D K3 1D B AN
IND TIRY 7Y 131 R DY T AN, MR Mo 1R DN 190 PR b
AT AT 27M) AT, TIONAN DD TR 3PN N MRY N2 N202T MW N
YONDW MDY MY 7D 12 W MDD 5D D AN MWBAT M O (27 (1D
AN 192 AW BN MHZATT M IR 10 TR Yn AN SRYEw An on b
N2 DT, 579 92IM (112 MANRY NOT3 RPN T2 NI 1) 101 3k
YDIDD 1157 1M ,1MMBND TAR M2 AN MRY TN .NIPINN 0T N30 05235
DTAND M e

TALKING IN SHUL

From what we learned in the last two newsletters it is evident that talking during davening
is not a 20th Century phenomena but has been a problem since the time of the NTJ.

One would think that with no stock market, no Red Sox-Yankees rivalry and no MDD
hotels that Jews had nothing to discuss. It is therefore fair to speculate that 571 authored
AN 7NN and AANEY to create a halachic barrier against talking during F7217 DD,
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'R P7D /NI 11D A2 MR- AANRY TN2-This prayer of praise was authored by members
of the Great Assembly from what they found written on a note that had dropped from
Heaven. It has within it 87 words. The number 87 is linked to the words “Rosho Kesem
Poz (in gematria=87)”’; the connection teaches us that we should begin Tephilat Schacharit
with a prayer that contains 87 words. As a result Baruch Sh’amar should always have 87
words in it, not one more and not one less.

SBRY TN [T APIND F19°DNT NTD *W110-In Baruch Sh’amar there are 87 words
because it was authored to match the words in the verse: “Rosho Kesem Poz”’; one should
not add words to it. Baruch Sh’Amar was authored to link with the prayer: H’Aderet
V’Ha-Emunah, as it is written in the book Rikma (?) that the prayer H’Aderet
V’Ha-Emunah was written by the angels and that H’Aderet V’Ha-Emunah is a song of the
angels.

Footnote-In the Siddur Tahingen (?) in the section that concerns the prayers of Yom
Kippur: the prayer H’Aderet V’Ha-Emunah has in it 87 words just like Baruch Sh’Amar.
While reciting Baruch Sh’Amar one should have great concentration because it is a song of
the heavenly world. But I do not find that the prayer H’Aderet V’Ha-Emunah has 87
words in it.

AAANRT NATNT TR ’me—It is our custom to recite the song H’Aderet V’Ha-Emunah
on Shabbat and Yom Tov after the Great Hallel (Psalm 136) and before Baruch Sh’Amar.
The reason is given in the Siddur of Rabbi Shabtai Sofer and in the book Ohr Tzadikkim:

because it is written that at the time that Jews recite Baruch Sh’Amar, the angels in heaven
recite H’Aderet V’Ha-Emunabh.

17D 3PV 37 MTD-The prayer Baruch Sh’Amar is a song of great praise. It is well
known among those who compile Siddurim that a note fell from the heavens upon which
the song was written in 87 words in the form that is found among the Nusach Ashkenaz.
This was the opinion of the Ari. We are very careful not to change the words in Baruch
Sh’mar from the version that we have.

'R P"D N1 112D 21 AN ADY 2723-The Pri Chadash was surprised that after the closing
of the Talmud, the Gaonim established new Brachot such as Baruch Sh’Amar. The Pri
Chadash wondered why the Rosh did not ask the question (but did ask the question
concerning the Bracha for a Pidyon Habain). There is nothing to be surprised about. It is
clear that Baruch Sh’amar was authored long before the time of the Talmud, as it was
mentioned in the Zohar (Editor: But there are scholars who believe that the Zohar was not
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written until the Middle Ages). Also the Tur wrote in the name of the book Sefer
Heichalot that Baruch Sh’Amar contains 87 words. It is my belief that the Pirkei Heichalot
was authored by Rabbi Yishmael, one of the Ten Martyrs. In addition, the Jerusalem
Talmud provides the rule about one who speaks between Yishtabach and Yotzair. It is also
mentioned in the Midrash. As a result we can conclude that the Bracha of Yishtabach was
in use at the time of the Jerusalem Talmud which preceded the Babylonian Talmud. And
Baruch Sh’Amar and Yishtabach are a set and must have been authored at the same time,
one to be recited before Pseukei D’Zimra and one after.
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