
dltzd z` oiadl
A Lesson Plan for the Holiday of  gqt

The dcbd In l`xyi ux` bdpn

Among the material found in the Cairo Geniza was a version of the dcbd that was
followed in l`xyi ux`.  This version is known as the “Dropsie” Hagaddah because it
represents a manuscript that was donated in the 1900’s to Dropsie University which is now
part of the Department of Jewish Studies at the University of Pennslyvania.   The
authenticity of the dcbd is verified by the fact that many of its features are reported in the
oe`b mxnr ax xcq.  oe`b mxnr ax quotes  oe`b i`pexhp ax who sharply criticizes anyone
who follows that version of the dcbd.  As a result, this manuscript is evidence of the
conflict that existed between the mipe`b who lived in laa and those who lived in ux`
l`xyi for religious hegemony.  oe`b i`pexhp ax’s comments concerning the Palestinian
dcbd is indicative of the pressure that the mipe`b in laa put on the Jews in l`xyi ux` to
follow the Babylonian customs.

yeciw
mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa   .otbd ixt `xea mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa

zezay epidl-` 'd epl ozie zepeyld lkn mda dvxe minrd lkn enr l`xyi ycw xy`
aeh meile dgnyl zevnd bg mei z` dfd zayd mei z` oeyyl mipnfe mibg dgepnl

jexa eicici ipal ze`ltpe eiade`l zexeabe miqp epidl-` 'd dyr ea ik ycw i`xwnle
dz` jexa  .ycw i`xwne mipnfde dgny icrene zevnd bge zayd l`xyi ycwn 'd dz`

dfd onfl epribde epniwe epigdy mlerd jln epidl-` 'd
Notes:  The language of this yeciw are much different than our version.  It begins with the
words: minrd lkn enr l`xyi ycw xy` instead of our: minrd lkn epa xga xy`.
Furthermore it recites: eicici ipal ze`ltpe eiade`l zexeabe miqp epidl-` 'd dyr ea ik
instead of  minrd lkn zycw epz`e zxga epa ik mixvn z`ivil xkf.  From both
differences it is clear that in l`xyi ux` bdpn, the yeciw that was recited for each holiday
was unique and did not contain the same words for each holiday.  In this case, the words:
eicici ipal ze`ltpe eiade`l zexeabe miqp epidl-` 'd dyr ea ik are words that fit the
theme of  gqt but would not be appropriate for zekeq or zereay.  

ugx
 .mici zlihp lr epeve eizevna epycw xy` mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa

qtxk
 mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa  .dnc`d ixt `xea mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa
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ur mda rhpe zerwae mixd `xa xy` mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa .urd ixt `xea
ipin `xea mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa  .urd ixt lre ux`d lr 'd dz` jexa ixt lk

'd dz` jexa  .mipcrn lre ux`d lr 'd dz` jexa  .zeax zeytp mda ocrl mipcrn
`xa xy` mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa   .zeytp ipin `xea mlerd jln epidl-`

.minlerd ig 'd dz` jexa .ig lk ytp mda zeigdl zexdh zeytp
Notes: This section portrays several important differences between l`xyi ux` bdpn and
laa bdpn.

They washed and made a dkxa on the washing;
They ate more food than we are accustomed to doing;
They made a dpexg` dkxa.

dfd dlild zg` mrt oiliahn ep` oi` zelild lkay .zelild lkn dfd dlild dpzyp dn
ep` zelild lkay .dvn elek dfd dlild dvne ung oilke` ep` zelild lkay .minrt izy

ilv elek dfd dlild lyane wely ilv xya oilke`
Note:  Only three questions are asked.  This practice follows the  inlyexi cenlz in zkqn
'c dpyn ,'i wxt migqt.  

eayi xdpd xara xne`e gaya miiqne zepba ligzn ecnln eia` oaly ezrc itl
z` mkia` z` gw`e .mixg` midl` ecarie xegp ia`e mdxa` ia` gxz mlrn mkizea`

oz`e wgvi z` el oz`e erxf z` dax`e orpk ux` lka eze` jle`e xdpd xarn mdxa`
 .dnixvn ecxi eipae awrie eze` zyxl xiry xd z` eyrl oz`e eyr z`e awri z` wgvil

Note:  It is what is missing from this dcbd that is noteworthy.  In the disagreement
between ax and l`eny concerning the definition of the phrase: miiqne zepba ligzn
gaya, the Jews in Israel made the decision to follow l`eny’s opinion.  The paragraphs
concerning the Rabbis who met in Bnei Brak is missing as well as the story of the four
sons.

awril zeyrl uwd z` aygn `ed jexa yecwdy `ed jexa l`xyil ezghad xney jexa
xn`ynk xn`py lkd z` xewrl ywa oale mixkfd lr `l` xfb `l drxty epia`

didi xb ik rcz reci mxa`l xn`ie (e"h ziy`xa) xn`py mixzad oia epia` mdxa`l
 .dpy ze`n rax` mze` epre mecare mdl `l ux`a jrxf

epilr micner xece xec lkay `l` epilr cnr cala cg` `ly eple epizea`l dcnry `id
 .mcin eplivn `ed jexa yecwde epizelkl

1.
2.
3.
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mixkfd lr `l` xfb `l ryxd drxty epia` awril zeyrl inx`d oal ywa dn cnle `v

it lr dqep`  dnixvn cxie ia` cae` inx` (e"k mixac) xn`py lkd z` xewrl ywa oale
 xacd

epilr epzie epeprie mixvnd epze` erxie axe mevr lecb iebl my idie hrn izna my xbie
 .dyw dcear

 .epvgl z`e eplnr z`e epipr z` `xie eplew z` i"i rnyie epizea` idl-` i"i l` wrvpe
jexa yecwd `l` .gily ici lr `le sxy ici lr `le j`ln ici lr `l  mixvnn i"i ep`iveie

 .envra `ed
 el` mipy miztenae mizy zeze`a mizy lecb `xena mizy diehp rexfa mizy dwfg cia
Note:  The amount of Midrashic interpretation is very limited as compared to the dcbd of
oe`b mxnr ax.

.mipk .ricxtv .mc .od el`e .mixvna mixvnd lr `ed jexa mewnd `iady zekn xyr 
.zexeka zekn .jyg .dax` .cxa .oigy .xac .aexr

Note: Again it worth noting what is missing.  The mnemonics of dcedi ax is missing.  So
too the extrapolations of  ililbd iqei iax, xfril` 'x and `aiwr 'x are missing and epiic is
missing.

.dvn .gqt  .ezaeg ici `vi `l gqta eli` mixac dyly xn` `ly lk xne` l`ilnb oax
zeny) xn`py mixvna epizea` iza lr `ed jexa mewnd gqty mey lr gqt .mixexne

mixvn z` etbpa mixvna l`xyi ipa iza lr gqt xy` i"il `ed gqt gaf mzxn`e (a"i
 .eegzyie mrd cwie livd epiza z`e

z` exxnie ('` zeny) xn`py .mixvna epizea` iig z` miixvnd exxny mey lr mixexn
mda ecar xy` mzcear lk z` dcya dcear lkae mipalae xnega dyw dceara mdiig

 .jxta
Note:  In the Babylonian dcbd, the order of the zevn discussed by l`ilnb oax is
different; i.e. gqt, dvn and xexn.

ung `l ik zevn zeber mixvnn e`ived xy` wvad z` et`ie xn`py el`bpy mey lr dvn
 mdl eyr `l dcv mbe dndnzdl elki `le mixvnn eyxeb ik

zcbde (b"i zeny) xn`py mixvnn `vi `ed eli`k envr z`xl mc` aiig ,xece xec lka
 .mixvnn iz`va il i"i dyr df xeara xn`l `edd meia jpal
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epl dyry inl .gvpl lcbl .mnexl .x`tl .gayl .lldl .zecedl oiaiig epgp` jkitl
icar elld dielld eiptl xn`pe .zexigl zecarn ep`ivede .el`d miqpd lk z` epizea`le
my lldn e`ean cr yny gxfnn .mler cre dzrn jxean i"i my idi .i"i my z` elld i"i
ze`xl ilitynd .zayl idiabnd epidl` i"ik in .eceak minyd lr i"i mieb lk lr mx .i"i
.enr iaicp mr miaicp mr iaiyedl .oeia` mixi zety`n lc xtrn iniwn .ux`ae minya

.frl mrn awri zia mixvnn l`xyi z`va  .dielld dgny mipad m` ziad zxwr iaiyen
ecwx mixdd .xeg`l aeqi ocxid qepie d`x mid .eizelynn l`xyi eycwl dcedi dzid
mil`k ecwxz mixdd .xeg`l aeqz ocxid qepz ik mid jl dn .o`v ipak zerab mil`k

yinlg min mb` xevd iktedd .awri del` iptln ux` ileg oec` iptln .o`v ipak zerab
 .min epirnl

.
ok .mixexne zevn ea lk`l dfd dlill epribde mixvnn epizea` z` l`be epl`b xy`
jxir oipaa migny melyl epiz`xwl mi`ad milbxl epribi epizea` idl-`e epidl-`

dcepe .oevxl jgafn xiw lr mnc ribiy migqtd one migafd on my lk`pe .jzceara miyy
 .l`xyi l`b i"i dz` jexa .epytp zect lre epzle`b lr ycg xiy jl

dlila xexn dvn zlik` lr epeve eizevna epycw xy` mlrd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa
dfd onfa epiza`l miqp dyry `ed jexa miklnd ikln jln ly ezxeab xikfdl dfd

mlerd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa .zixad xkef 'd dz` jexa awrie wgvi mdxa` xeara
.on` ux`d on mgl `ivend

Note:  The first dkxa listed above may be the most important difference in the two zecbd
because it may reflect a view of the Palestinian Gaonim as to what the xcq represents.  It is
the current view that the xcq consists of several zevn; i.e. dvn, xexn, onewit` and xetiq 
mixvn z`ivi.   It would appear that the Palestinian Gaonim viewed all the actions that are
taken at the  xcq as being part of one  devn; i.e. miklnd ikln jln ly ezxeab xikfdl
dfd onfa epiza`l miqp dyry `ed jexa.  All of our activities are part of the requirement
to remember the great miracles that the mler ly epeax performed for us in rescuing us
from Egypt.  That may explain the failure of the Palestinian Haggadah to mention any
obligation mixvn z`ivia xtql .  It may further explain why in the dcbd of mxnr ax
oe`b, he added the words:  gaeyn df ixd mixvn z`ivia xtqnd lky as a criticism of the
Palestinian Haggadah.

dkxa
 mlrd jln epidl-` 'd dz` jexa epiig eahne elyn eplk`y jxap
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zl`b gqta f`

zlvd ceak ced iyxec
zeber iyr xekf zryede

dld`d mdxa` xdnie xn`pk
yly ixdn xn`ie dxy lr
iyre iyel zlq gnw mi`q

 jci z` gzet xn`pe zeber
 jexa oevx ig lkl riayne

lekd z` ofd 'd dz`
zxdh gqtd zwg z`f

migny e`vi mlek micici
aia`d yceg z` xenyl

aia`d ycg z` xny xn`pk
ik jidl-` 'l gqt ziyre
'd j`ived aia`d ycga

xn`pe dlil mixvnn jidl-`
'd z` zkxae zraye zlk`e

 xy` daehd ux`d lr jidl-`
zxkfe jl ozp

Note: It was the practice of the Palestinian Jews to add miheit to oefnd zkxa.

Reproduced from the Goldschmidt Haggadah
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