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SUPPLEMENT FOR 97317 naw

DID JEWS RECITE THE HAGGADAH OR A TEXTUAL EQUIVALENT WHILE
EATING THE 105 1299 AT THE TIME THE BEIT HAMIKDASH STOOD?

Let us begin by examining two section of the R”22%’s 7N FAW; ADD 127D M%7 and
TR 1A mMabm. In MDD 1299 M5, the 07217 lists sixteen (16) MBMA. Included in
the list is the IR to N 718D 5V AD2A W3 9108, But the 27317 does not include
the MM of DN NNYYY MDD, That MM is included in the list of MMV that are part
of TN P1ar MI5M.

In'71 27D of MR 1AM M9, the 272127 presents a comprehensive look at the first

night of MDD at the time that the ¥TIPIT N2 stood. Let us examine that P79, section by
section.
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The 2”217 begins by describing what appears to be the 13°31312 97D. Once the 872129

indicates that the T35 92*2) MDD 23 HY 101 are brought in, things begin to look
unfamiliar.
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In this section, the 8”227 is again describing a familiar scene. However, an important
element of the DD 127D M5 s missing. What made the MDB 1392 unique is that
anyone who was going to eat part of the MDD 127D had to subscribe in advance to be part
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of the group that was scheduled to eat from that animal. Since the requirement for the
FDD 1292 was to eat only a 112 and to eat it YW Y, it can be assumed that the

majority of people ate the MDD ]372 as part of a large group (MM2M) and with many
tamilies present. The Q”217 fails to illustrate how the members of the M713M chose who
would lead the 97D and who would ask the questions.

A further difficulty. Simply because the T30 in ' ML Y PID D'ADD NODM relates that
one of the questions was T[99 Seram pbw *5e A2 1HoIN R M5Hm Hoaw
9% 1913, does not mean that the T2 was teaching us that the Four Questions were
asked during the era when the MDD J27P was eaten. Scholars report that they have found
evidence that Jews continued to eat roasted sheep on the night of FDB for several hundred
years after the 11°27 1277 as a reminder of the DD 1392, As a result it would have been
appropriate to ask the question concerning o3 W2 even after the N2 139,

AL TP NI AN HIA! L1300 1B PR O5R 1D [T RO N R I At )
1212 928 T2IN ™I DD T
In this paragraph, the R”21%’s position is not clear. Does the whole paragraph speak to
M 19212 or is only the first part of the paragraph related to M7 1112, How that ambiguity
is resolved determines the R”212%’s position on whether AN T2IN 2N NP0 ¥77 was
recited on the first night of FIDD at the time that the P27 N2 stood. And here is the
difficulty for those who would like to argue that the 2”217 believed that the N9 W27
YN T2IN MDIN was recited at the time that the 2P N°2 stood. It is not disputed that
at the time of the ¥TPNA, the RY21DD of 2N TIIN N were recited on MMIAY when the
B"M2'2 were brought to the @TP10 N2, It is difficult to defend the position that plil

required 5N 555 to say the same words on MDA that the MM required 5N 555 to
recite upon bringing

the B'112%2 on MMAY. Reciting the QY210 on both MDD and NMMAWwould have
diminished the MM of the MV of Q¥M12%2. It is easier to defend the position that
51 included T2IN 31N in the [ only because we no longer have the &Tp1R7 N2
and we no longer recite *aN T2IN "IN on MM, The reason that 5" wanted 993
DN to recite the prayer of T2IN YN at some time during the year is because 27N

TN is one of the few prayers that is required by the M. Therefore DM felt that it was
necessary to find a substitute time to recite the prayer. Since the verses are appropriate to
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fulfill the MBS of QYN ANYYY MDD, S"Minserted the verses into the [T
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In this paragraph, the B”2137 is paraphrasing the section of the 7.7 which begins: 129
AN 11977 SN9MI. By taking the position that the substance of what PR SbTap 137 said was
recited on the night of FIDD at the time of the &TPM, the 8”217 is presenting us with a
new B¥5D on why the 1777 SY3 included 280712 ]2%’s statements in the 727, The
M173777 9Y3 wanted to remind us of what was said at the 77D when the 7D was held in
the time of the WP,
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In this section, the R”217 is providing that 55 was said at the table on the night of
FDD at the time of the BIPM. At we will see later, scholars who have examined
contemporary accounts of the night of MDD at the time that the &TP1 stood and who

have studied geniza material agree that 551 was recited on the first night of MDD and was
splint into two sections as we do.
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In this section the 8”37 expresses his opinion that only two M8 are needed at the 27D.
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This section of the 8”227 is troublesome because the 2”217 was of the opinion that at the

time of the WP those who ate from a |27 made a 1272 before eating from the ]27P

and made a special 7272 before eating the MDD 127P. There is no evidence that 27272
was required NNMIINTD before eating from a 127P. Moreover, a quick CD-ROM search
of 222 715N and M%7 RN does not result in finding any reference to either the

M2730f AN N2ON Y or MDOM N9'AN Y. Unfortunately the 27317 did not reveal
his source for that position.
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In these sections, the 8”227 is expressing his opinion that there was a M¥MA of

MIDI2 V29N at the time of the BTIPM. Again the 8”217 is unique in that he provides for a

fiftth cup of wine.

In reviewing this chapter of the ™1 MWD, one notices that the 8”227 is careful not to
include in his description of the 77D during the time of the ¥TPM any references to the
paragraphs that are in the 7727 that begin with a Rabbi speaking. The B”2/2% omitted
those sections because it would have been historically incorrect to refer to any of those
Rabbis because they were not yet alive when the @22 stood.

Let us summarize the 8”212%’s position. Although the DD 1272 was eaten in MMM,
someone led the proceedings and someone asked the Four Questions. There was a
requirement for MDD YATN. There was an obligation to explain DD, A8 and M.
They recited %5 in two parts. What is unclear is whether there was a requirement to
MW 0YDMm M2 DN and whether there was a requirement to read the &7 on
YN T2IN AN,

Secular scholars have examined this issue as well. In a book entitled, e naam,
Professors Shmuel Safrai and Ze-ev Safrai of Bar Ilan University devote a chapter on

"I N2 %122 MDOT AN, After examining Jewish sources and non -Jewish sources,

handwritten documents and geniza material, Professors Safrai reach the following
conclusion:
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Professors Safrai conclude that they could find no evidence either from Talmudic
sources or from contemporary sources that Jews performed the M¥D of NNYYY MDD

D981 or recited any material equal to the material that we read from the 7.7 on the

night of MDD nor did they find evidence that Jews had a tradition to drink four cups of
wine.

If only the R@”2137 had provided footnotes indicating his sources for how he portrayed the
night of MDD at the time that the 922 stood!
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