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The second days of MDD are unique because they are the only 32 R days of the why
2937 on which we do not recite the complete 5. Why not? Before trying to answer
that question, let us complicate the issue further by studying the historical origin of 5.
The origin of 5% is discussed in the tollowing NTJ:
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That we do not recite whole 221 on the second days of MDH appears to be historically
incorrect. If 971 was authored by DN R as they were coming out of the /D 0% on
the seventh day of MDD, why are we not obligated to recite the whole 55 to

commemorate the anniversary of its authorship on the seventh day of MDB?

We would be remiss if we did not note the unusual argument made by MY?N the son of
'DY* °27 in support of his position that 55 was authored by L= Opw mywa DN s
D= 27170 BN R a5 10 (MDD NN WM DN W ON. MYHN’s argument
is based on historical fact. It is inconceivable to =MPPN that Jews before the time of M7
i '[‘7?3-'! would celebrate MDD or take a 3917 and NN without reciting o5,

The Q%37 ARIN 0D presents several reasons why the complete 951 is not recited on the
second days of MDD:
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The author, Rabbi Yehuda Dovid Eisenstein, who lived in the early part of the 20th
Century, distinguishes between MDD and M. MWD has within its requirements two

bases for reciting 55 that are not present within MDD; i.e. an obligation to offer a
different }29P every day and the M¥2 of abbs, Reciting 551 each day of MWD is in line
with the thinking of S1YON in DYMDD N2DM; he cannot imagine that Jews would fulfill the
MEM of 2395 without reciting 55M. What is troubling is Rabbi Eisenstein’s third reason to
skip whole 9977 on the second days of MDD; QNN QY2 DIYIW T WA 777257 BN
A2 DIN. We just learned how AMY9N establishes the historical fact that Jews
authored 9977 while the Egyptians were drowning. Would not “ryhN agree that we should
recite whole 2971 on the last days of MDD precisely because it was authored by the Jews on
the seventh day of MDD while the Egyptians were drowning.

The answer is that even MP?N would agree that although in his opinion 551 was authored
on the seventh day of MDY, that historical fact does not establish a Halachic rule. In this
case, Halacha ignores the historical fact; i.e. that 551 was authored on the seventh day of
MDD and follows its own rule; that whole 55 is not recited unless there is a reason to do
so. In MID, we recite 291 each day either because each day has its own 27D or because
in order to properly fulfill the MY of 2595, we need to recite 9977,

The lesson to be learned from 997 Y87 on the second days of MDD 23 O is that Halacha

has survived until today precisely because few of our MMM require proof of historical
facts.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'NBY-="10 77 D00 NODM-Rav Yehuda said, Schmuel said: Song in the Torah, Moses

and Israel composed it while they passed through the Red Sea. Who composed Hallel?
The prophets among the Jews composed it so that the Jews could recite it at any time they
are faced with trouble and when they are saved, they could recite it concerning their being
saved. We learned: Rabbi Mayer said: all the praises that are found in the book of Psalms,
King David composed them as the verse says: All the prayers were composed by King
David. Do not read the word as all but as “all of these.” Who composed Hallel? Rabbi
Yossi said, his son Elazar said: Moses and Israel composed it while they were passing
through the Red Sea. Elazar’s colleagues disagreed with him and claimed that King David
composed it. He answered them by saying: Is it possible that for all the generations that
preceded the reign of King David, Jews brought the Pesach sacrifice and carried a lulav on
Succot without reciting Hallel?

R°2%7 AWIN BD-[We skip portions of Hallel on the middle and last days of Pesach] We
skip the paragraphs that begin “lo lanu” and “v’ahavti” in Hallel during the six last days of
Pesach but we do not skip those paragraphs on any days of Succot. They asked: why on
Succot do we recite all the paragraphs of Hallel each day but on Pesach we do not? Because
on each day of Succot a different sacrifice was brought in the Temple but on Pesach, the
same sacrifices were brought each day. Concerning Pesach the Torah states: bring the
same sacrifices all seven days. This is not the case for Succot when each day we bring a
different sacrifice. This is the message the author of the liturgical poem that is recited on
the night of Succot meant to convey when he wrote: each day of Succot we recite all the
paragraphs of Hallel and each day we read about the sacrifice of that day. In the Jerusalem
Talmud we learned that we recite all the paragraphs each day of Succot because each day
we have to fulfill the mitzvah of lulav. One more reason not to read the whole Hallel on all
the days of Pesach: because on the seventh day of Pesach the Egyptians drowned in the
Red Sea. G-d exclaimed: the creations of my hand are dying and you are reading praises to
me? They could not recite all the paragraphs of Hallel on Chol Hamoed Pesach and not on
the last two days of Pesach because it would make the days of Chol Hamoed appear to be
more important than the last days of Pesach. As a result, on Pesach we recite all the
paragraphs of Hallel only on the first two days of Pesach. Although we recite all the
paragraphs of Hallel at the Seder, we do make a blessing for Hallel because we stop after
the first two paragraphs to have the meal. You might think that we should make a blessing
for Hallel on each part of the Hallel that we say at the Seder sresulting in our making two
blessings for Hallel at the Seder. We do not do so because it would be inappropriate to
make two blessings for one mitzvah.
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