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SUPPLEMENT

In the following, the amt explains two well-known expressions realted
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It is written: A psalm of David. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want (Ps. XXI1II, 1). What is
the difference between “a psalm of David”
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and “of David a psalm”? In one instance, the Shechinah is written first. It means that in
this psalm the Shekinah came first and rested upon the Psalmist.
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Why did the Shechina rest first? Should not David have started first since David was going
to be asking for his basic needs
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trom Hashem? No, certainly the Schechina came first and rested upon him and inspired
him
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to issue praise in the form of this Psalm and to ask Hashem for his basic needs as it is
necessary to do.
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It is G-d’s wish that man ask for his basic needs and to then provide the basic needs.
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Because when Hashem wants to provide food for the world Hashem first delivers the food
to
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the Schechina and from there the Schechina supplies food to the whole world; that is why
the Schechina came down first and inspired Dovid to issue praise.
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G-d is my shepard like the shepard in the desert
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who leads his flock to areas of grass and other food and provides for them so that they are
wanting nothing. So too Hashem
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provides mankind with all that it needs. Another interpretation, G-d is my shepard- we
learned that it is as hard for G-d to provide for the needs of man
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as hard as it was for G-d to split the sea. There are two reasons for this and both reasons
are true reasons. First reason-
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All that G-d does is through truth (emes) and justice (din) and on truth and justice the
world remains standing.
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Each and every day G-d judges the world through the attribute of justice; righteous
people, evil people and all inhabitants of the world as it is written:
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Because it is the righteous people that G-d loves. When G-d judges mankind and sees
among them
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some evil ones, it is hard for Hahsem to provide them with their needs.
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Hashem then has to ignore the law and provide the world its needs based on His Chesed;
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Hashem is pulled towards helping mankind and to provide their needs
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both to the righteous and to the wicked, and for all who inhabit the world including the
animals in the fields and the birds in the sky, from the horns
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of the antelope to the eggs of the worms. There is nothing in the world that is left without
the means to live even though it is hard
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tor Hashem because of how mankind conducts itself. That is why providing for the needs
of the world is as hard as splitting the sea for Hashem.
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But is it not written: He creates a storm and dries the land? When it is Hashem’s will
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it is an easy act to perform, then why do you say that splitting the sea was hard for
Hashem?
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It was hard for Hashem because of the following dilemma: When the Jews were standing
next to the sea and Hashem wanted to split the sea , Rehav came to plead for the
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Egyptians.
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Rehav was the representative angel of the Egyptians who argued before Hashem on behalf
of the Egyptians as follows:
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Why do you want to execute judgment against the Egyptians and in favor of the Jews when
both groups were equally culpable;
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in truth both nations were idol worshippers and promiscuous
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and murderers. At that moment it was hard for Hashem to overrule His trait of justice.
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Yet Hashem did so and split the sea as it is written: Hashem said to Moshe: why are you
calling out to Me, speak to

FALRT ROHRY DT N2 19 3D 82T DY 220k om0 e MM pon SRR 013

the Bnei Yisroel and let them proceed. It was hard for Hashem to overrule His sense of
justice and to split the sea.
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Hashem acted only because of the merit of Avrohom who awoke early to fulfill G-d’s
command and wish,
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as it is written (Breishit 22) And Avrohom awoke early; the Egyptians were drowned in the
sea
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because that night, Hashem sided with Bnei Yisroel. We learned: what did the verse mean
when it was written: And neither side came closer to each other that night?
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The angels on high started to recite praise to Hashem. Hashem then said to them:
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The work of my hands are about to drown and you are singing praise to me? Then the two
sides did not move any closer to each other that night.
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What is the meaning of the verse: And it was the early morning? Hashem remembered the
merit of Avrohom who awoke early
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to fulfill G-d’s command as it is written: And Avrohom awoke early in the morning. Then
the walls of the sea rose up and allowed the Bnei Yisrel to pass through;
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as it is written: And the sea returned to its place in the morning. We learned that the word:
I’Aitano means 1.’Oto Tenai, the specific condition,
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that G-d established when Hashem created the world. It is writtten L’Aitano here and it
written there:
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A Maskil of Ethan the one from the East. Therefore in the early morning, the time at
which Avrohom arose to fulfill G-d’s command,
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then the sea was split. That is one reason that it was hard for Hashem to split the sea.
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Similarly it is as difficult for Hashem to match husbands and wives as it was for Hashem to
split the sea.
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Just as splitting the sea resulted in the death of many and the survival of many, so too it is
written:
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he leads out the prisoners to prosperity; we interpret the word: B’Kosharot as B’Chi
(crying) V’Shirot (song); some spouses die and the surviving spouse becomes a spouse with
someone else;
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and sometimes a good person ends up with an evil spouse. It is all based on closed secrets
and follows justice and we cannot explain it.
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