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RECITING THE OPENING SECTION OF 7217

Should the congregation recite the opening section of FENTP before it is recited by the
M2 obw?
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The position of the TV mbnw is quite clear and the N”13% does not disagree with the
position of the TNV m‘-nw. Why then do we not follow the 1Y ]ﬂ‘?'l%‘? Let us begin by
gaining a better understanding of the position of the Y m‘vww:
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The D217 in his MMM M372 MO M5*DN 97D explains in detail how [EYTD should
be recited:
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Why do we not follow the 1Y m‘vw?
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The 72D 29772 on YIMINT DWHAD D127 DD explains the significance of the 21 letters:
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Are we acting correctly in not following the 1 Iﬂ'?ﬂl/‘?
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The W”N7, quoted by the /DY N2, provides the basis for the position of the TNV Iﬂ‘ﬂw:
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From our discussion we can conclude that a AETPAY 127 is not created merely by the
presence of ten men. The first step to creating a ME1TPAY 27 is the designation of an
agent. When those present recite 2923 before the 28 Moo they are acting as
individuals who have not yet appointed an agent to act on their behalf. The 727
MNP never comes to life. Their words remain a N1V DD, the telling of a story;
the type of MNP that is found in ¥ N272. Concerning 1373 and &7, the
congregation never joins in or says ahead the words: 1293 or 57310, This allows the 727
AP to come into being at the moment when the 2% mow says on behalf of the
congregation: 1372 or 57310, This concept explains the old Ashkenazic practice that a
single mourner recites RV &P on behalf of all mourners and that preferably it be the
=20 by, o YT may not reach the level of being a M¥TPAY 27 when more
than one mourner recites D11 Y72, In order for @YY YT to reach the level of a 927

AENTPAY, it too needs to be recited by a single individual who acts as agent for the ten or
more men who have designated him to act on their behalf.
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'R AVD PP 1D DM AN Y ]ﬂ‘?'lW—The congregation should not recite together
with the prayer leader the sentence beginning: Nakdishach but instead should keep silent
and should concentrate on what the prayer leader is reciting until he reaches the end of the
section. The congregation should then respond with the words: Kadosh.

'R DD 2P 112D MMN2 MI¥-The reason that the practice began that the prayer leader

recites on his own the opening sentence of Kedushah is that he is the agent of the
congregation. The act by the congregation of reciting the first sentence with the prayer
leader negates the agency relationship. The same practice should be followed in reciting
Kaddish. The congregation should be careful not to recite the words of Kaddish from the
opening words to Yihai Shmai Rabbah together with the prayer leader. The same practice
should be followed even if there are nine people in the congregation who did not recite the
words together with the prayer leader because there is an obligation on each congregation
member to be silent and to listen to the prayer leader and to answer after him. For this
reason it is prohibited for someone to learn Torah even if only through thought while the
prayer leader recites the opening section of Kenosha and during Kaddish unless it is during
the time that the prayer leader does extensive singing and recites the words slowly. The
parts of Kedushah that are governed by this rule are the opening section which is
Na’Aritzecha for Nusach Sefard and Nikadesh for Nusach Ashkenaz; also I’ Oomasom
and Oo’Vidivrei but the additional words that we say on Shabbat are not included in this
rule. For those sections, it is not necessary to listen to the prayer leader. It is permitted to
learn Torah during those sections by thought, so wrote the Magen Avrohom in the name
of the Ha’Gahat Yesh Nochlin. However, some later commentators believe that even the
section beginning with the words: Yimloch are also an integral part of Kedushah and
certainly the sections of I.’Oomasam and O’Ovidivrei.

12907 M272 Mo MY'aN 97D D7amA-(His version of Kedushah) After the prayer

leader says within the Bracha: V’Kara Zeh El Zeh, the congregation answers Kadosh,
Kadosh; after the prayer leader say Ayeh Mikom Kvodo, the congregation responds:
Mishabchim V’Omrim Baruch Kvod; after the prayer leader says: B’Chayeinu
O’Oviyameinu, the congregation responds: Amen; after the prayer leader says: Al Yidei
Dovid Moschiach Tzidkecha, the congregation responds with Yimloch Hashem 1.’Olam.
Whatever is answered by the congregation is also said by the prayer leader but he should
not raise his voice over theirs when the congregation answers the prayer leader.

‘2 P"D AP 1D DA ATIN BANAN 12-Our practice has a basis from the comments of
the Chizkooni to Parshat Ha’Azeinu that it is necessary to recite 21 words before reciting
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G-d’s name which follows the conduct of Moshe Rabeinu in Parshat Ha’Azeinu. You can
check there in the comments of the Yalkut Shimoni and in Tosaphot in Masechet
Sanhedrin.

M NRPDYD IIINT DD 0127 Y80 WATNA-We find that in Parshat Ha’Azeinu, Moshe

Rabeinu did not mention G-d’s name until after 21 words. From whom did he learn to do
sor From the ministering angels. The ministering angels do not mention G-d’s name until
after saying the word Kadosh three times as it is written: (Isaiah 6, 3) And each called to
each other and said: Kadosh, Kadosh, Kadosh, L.ord of Hosts. Moshe said: It is
appropriate that I act in a manner that equals seven times the act of the ministering angels.
Moshe’s act is a lesson to us. Moshe who was among the wisest men who ever lived, one
of the greatest men that ever lived, Father of all prophets did not mention G-d’s name until
after reciting 21 words, the rest of us who mention G-d’s without thought should not do
the same?

' P"D TP 11D MMN2 MIE-There are those who are lenient and allow the congregation
to recite the opening section of Kedeushah together with the prayer leader. The correct
practice is to follow the Schulchan Aruch because many later commentators follow his
position and so does the Vilna Gaon. In any event it has become the practice in our day
that the congregation also says the opening section of Kedushah.

DD MINDY TN N ‘T3P 11D B AN WNA-After the prayer leader finishes the

second 1273, he should recite Nakdishcha V’Naaritzach etc. The congregation should
answer with the words: Kadosh, Kadosh . . .It appears from the words of the Rosh that the
congregation does not recite the words: Nakdishcha V’Naaritzach etc. but rather remains
silent and concentrates on what the prayer leader is reciting. When the prayer leader
reaches the word: Kadosh, then the congregation should respond by saying Kadosh etc. So
wrote the Rosh in his responsa in Tshuva Klall 4, Siman 19 and these are his words: it is an
obvious matter that the congregation should not recite the words: Nakdishcha
V’Naaritzach with the prayer leader because Kedushah must be said by a group of ten men
and not by ten individuals. The congregation must generally listen to the prayer leader and
answer Amen after the prayer leader. So too in Kedushah the prayer leader says:
Nakdishcha V’Naaritzach until he reaches the word: Kadosh. Then the congregation
responds by saying: Kadosh.
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SUPPLEMENT

More on why the Congregation should not recite the opening line of /T2

The concepts contained in the newsletter require a little more explanation. We previously
learned that the importance of 12°83 11781 lies in the rule of 2% N7 BY 393, We

further learned that because of the rule of "[5?3 D297 QY 2923 if we have a choice as to

whether to pray in a shul that has a small crowd or a shul that has a big crowd, we should
choose to daven in a shul that has a big crowd. Why? Because there is greater fulfillment

of the rule of '[‘7?3 P97 BY 272 when the 1298 MDY is acting as agent for more people.
Why is the agency aspect of the 128 Mo so important? Because the MM2Y in the N2
WAPAA was performed through an agency relationship. Today, our ability to fulfill the rule
of '[‘?D D777 BY 292 is limited by the physical capacity of our shuls. At the time of the
WAPAR N2, we were able to fulfill the rule of '[‘7?3 D797 RY 3723 at its maximum level,
the 11 1272 was brought by the BY112 as representative of all DN 5%, There is no

act that we perform today that even comes close to fulfilling the rule of "[5?3 ninininiin)iiiniyi!
at that level.

Our designation of a M23%Y M2 to act on our behalf is the closest that we can come to
duplicating the representative MTAY that was performed in the WI227 N2, That is why
having the M12%% mow open MNP for us is so important. An act has to occur that clearly
indicates that we have designated the 712°% M9 to act on our behalf. Having him say
1272 or 973N or WAP1 is the kind of act that reveals to all that the T12%% Mo is the
agent who has been designated to act on behalf of all those present. Without that

designation, all present are simply a collection of individuals. '['7?3 D777 QY 272 requires

that it be possible to look at an individual as a representative of the group and to be able to
count how many people that person represents. Based on that count, we know how well

we have fulfilled the rule of 2% 1777 BY 392
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