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RECONCILING THE MULTIPLE THEMES OF xe` xvei

We have already established that the dkxa of  xe` xvei was recited in the ycwnd zia.
Did the content of the  dkxa of  xe` xvei that was recited in the ycwnd zia resemble
the present content of the dkxa?  The reason to have some doubt lies in the stucture of
the  dkxa.  Almost every xeciq breaks the  dkxa into the following paragraphs: xi`nd
ux`l until dlq jex`ti; epixev jxazz until mikilnne miyicwne; my z` until mixne`e
d`xia; yecw ,yecw until enewnn 'd and jexa lwl until zexe`nd xvei.   The first and last
paragraphs appear to be related and the middle paragraphs appear to be related.  If the
dkxa as it is recited today was composed at one time by  dlecbd zqpk iyp`, what
concept did they believe linked the two sections?

The middle paragraphs are known as xveic dyecw. It is one of three forms of dyecw that
are recited as part of  zixgy zltz.  The other two forms of dyecw are the dyecw
dcinrc which is part of u"yd zxfg and `xcqc dyecw which is a part of oeivl `ae.
Because the `xnb makes few references to any form of  dyecw as part of the dltz, it is
hard to date when any form of dyecw entered the xeciq.  Scholars such as Gershom
Scholem maintain that all the forms of dyecw began to appear in the xeciq as an
outgrowth of the mystical movement known as Merkavah Mysticism.  In Rabbinical
literature the movement is decribed as involving those considered to be  dakxn icxei.  It
was a movement in which its adherents would put themselves in such a mental state that
they believed they entered the heavenly worlds and would report what they witnessed
therein.  In Scholem’s opinion this movement began at approximately 100 B.C.E.  Samples
of the literature that developed from those experiences can be found in the different xtq
zelkid.

The problem with Scholem’s thesis is that the verses that make up the  xveic dyecw are
taken from  (yecw,yecw) ediryi xtq and  (ceak jexa) l`wfgi xtq, books that were
authored before the building of the Second ycwnd zia.  Both books were available to
dlecbd zqpk iyp`.  Moreover, the description of how the mik`ln recite those verses
every day that are part of  xveic dyecw contains very little detail about what goes on in the
heavenly world in contrast to dakxn literature. Consequently, xveic dyecw does not
appear to be a dltz that was an outgrowth of the kinds of experiences that are described
in Merkavah literature.
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A nexus between the description as to how the mik`ln recite  dyecw each day and our
reciting rny z`ixw may be found in the following excerpts from the `xnb: 
`zlin jl `ni` ,`z !`ix` xa :ax xa `iigl l`eny dil xn`-'` 'nr 'ci sc dbibg zkqn

,xepic xdpn zxyd ik`ln oi`xap `neie `nei lk :jea` xn` dedc `zeilrn ilin ipdn
l`eny iaxc `bilte .jzpen` dax mixwal miycg ('b dki`) xn`py ,ilhae dxiy ixn`e

yecwd itn `veiy xeaice xeaic lk :ozpei iax xn` ipngp xa l`eny iax xn`c ,ipngp xa
lk eit gexae eyrp miny 'd xaca (b"l mildz) xn`py ,cg` j`ln epnn `xap `ed jexa

 .m`av
,dz` apb :el xn` ,xgyd dlr ik ipgly xn`ie (a"l ziy`xa)-'a 'nr '`v sc oileg zkqn
ipnf ribd `l iz`xapy meine ,ip` j`ln :el xn` ?xgyd on `xiizny ,dz` qehqeiaew e`

yly :ax xn` l`ppg ax xn`c ,ax xn` l`ppg axl dil riiqn .eiykr cr dxiy xnel
,yecw zxne` zg`e ,yecw zxne` zg` ,mei lka dxiy zexne` zxyd ik`ln ly zezk
,zxyd ik`lnn xzei d"awd iptl l`xyi oiaiag :iaizin .ze`av 'd yecw zxne` zg`e
zg` mrt - `l` dxiy mixne` oi` zxyd ik`lne ,dry lka - dxiy mixne` l`xyiy

zg` mrt - dl ixn`e ,ycega zg` mrt - dl ixn`e ,zaya zg` mrt - dl ixn`e ,meia
zg` mrt - dl ixn`e ,laeia zg` mrt - dl ixn`e ,reaya zg` mrt - dl ixn`e ,dpya
,'ebe 'd l`xyi rny ('e mixac) :xn`py ,zeaiz izy xg` myd z` oixikfn l`xyie ;mlera
yecw yecw ('e ediryi) :aizkck ,zeaiz 'b xg`l `l` myd z` oixikfn oi` zxyd ik`lne

,dhnl l`xyi exn`iy cr ,dlrnl dxiy mixne` zxyd ik`ln oi`e ;ze`av 'd yecw
zxne` zg` :`l` !miwl` ipa lk erixie :xcde ,xwa iakek cgi oxa (g"l aei`) :xn`py

!jexa `ki`de .ze`av 'd yecw yecw yecw zxne` zg`e ,yecw yecw zxne` zg`e ,yecw
.aidiz` Î `zeyx aidiz`c oeik :`ni` zirai`e ,dil ixn`c `ed mipte` Î jexa

These two excerpts provide a link between the various paragraphs that we recite within the
dkxa of xe` xvei.  In the same manner that we acknowledge the creation of a new sunrise
each day, we also acknowledge that  mik`ln are created each day for the purpose of
reciting  ze`av 'd yecw yecw yecw. This explains the following wording in the  dkxa: 

i ¥x §a ¦C ,lFw §A c ©g«©i d ῭ §x ¦i §A mi ¦ri ¦n §W ©nE ,ml̈Fr mEx §A mi ¦c §nFr mN̈ ªM eiz̈ §xẄ §n x ¤W£̀ ©e ,mi ¦z §xẄ §n x ¥vFi
.ml̈Fr K¤l«¤nE mi¦I ©g miwŸl ¡̀

Second, we learn that there is a connection between the dyecw that the mik`ln recite and
rny z`ixw that we recite.  Each are forms of  dxiy.  In a period when dltz is the form
of 'd zcear, it becomes important to believe that the mik`ln are required to wait for us
to say dxiy before the  mik`ln recite dxiy.  This leads to the following question: At the
time that the  ycwnd zia stood and the dpiky resided therein was there the same
theological need to be concerned with the workings of the heavenly world?
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SUPPLEMENT

Examples of Merkavah Literature

 ikp` opax epz d"c 'k dyxt (mely yi`) izax `zwiqt

opr dz`a dry dze`a ,mexnl dyn dlry drya ('a 'k zeny) jidl` 'd ikp` -opax epz
dkeza qpkpe dgzt cin  .da feg`l m` dilr akxl m` dyn rcei did `l  .ecbpk dvaxe
(e"h /c"k zeny/ my my) oprd qkie (g"i c"k /zeny/ my) oprd jeza dyn `aie xn`py

mitl` xyr mipy lr dpenn didy ,j`lnd l`enw ea rbte  .riwxa jldn dide opr ez`ype
dz` ,oeilr iyecwa jl dn  :xn`e dyna xrb  .riwxd xrya miayei mdy dlag ik`ln

oa  :dyn el xn`  .y` mewna jldn dy` celi ,dxdh mewna jldne z`a zetephd mewnn
on eca`e cg` rvt dyn edkd ,egipd `ly oeik  .l`xyil dxez lawl iz`ay ip` mxnr
j`lnd l`ipxcd mewnl ribdy cr ux`a jldny mc`k riwxa jldn dyn dide  .mlerd

xeaica mi`vei eitn `veiy xeaice xeaic lke ze`qxt `eax miyy exiagn deab `edy
elew rnyy oeik  .oeilr iyecw mewna jl dn el xn` ,dyna rbt  .y` ly miwxa mipy

ly eingx elblbzp dry dze`a  .oprd on letil ywiae zernc eipir eblfe eiptn ldap
izywiayk  ;mz` daixn iyp` mkininy erc  :l`ipxcdl el dxn`e lew za dzvie d"awd
('d 'g mildz) epxkfz ik yep` dn mzxn`e xebihw iptl mziyr oey`xd mc` z` ze`xal

mz` oi`e daixna micner mz` eiykre ,y`a zezk mkn iztxyy cr ize` mzafr `le
il `l dxic oi` dxezd z` oilawn l`xyi oi` `lnli`y ,l`xyil dxez ozil eze` migipn
`a jzeyxay izrci `ly jiptl recie ielb  :eiptl xn` jk l`ipxcd rnyy oeik  .mkl `le

eribdy cr eiptl jldn dide  .eax iptl cinlzk eiptl jldne gily el dyr` ip` eiykr
oi` jli`e o`kn jeldl zeyx il did o`k cr  :dynl l`ipxcd el xn`  .oetlcpq ly ey`l
ldap oetlcpq z` dyn d`xy oeik  .iptxyi `ly oetlcpq ly ey` iptn jeldl zeyx il

d`xe `a  .edpre d"awd iptln mingx ywiae oprd on letil ywae zernc eipir eblfe eiptn
iptl el cnre e`qk on envra d"awd cxi dry dze`a d"awd iptl l`xyi miaiag dnk

lr eilr exn` .('e c"l zeny) 'ebe eipt lr 'd xearie xn` dry dze` lre  .xary cr oetlcpq
xyewe dakxnd xg` ynzyne dpy ze`n yng jldn eixiagn deab `edy oetlcpq

jexa xn`p xak `lde `ed okid zxyd ik`ln mirceiy jzrc lr dlrz ike  .epewl mixzk
ayeie dlere xzkd z` riayn `l` ,e`x `l enewn eli`e  ?(a"i 'b l`wfgi) enewnn 'd ceak

 .ix`k zendpe zennec zeige mirfrcfn dlrn iliig lk xzk ribiy dryae  .epec` y`xa
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ribdy drya ('b 'e diryi) ze`av 'd yecw yecw yecw mixne`e mlek oiper dry dze`a
,dlglg mfge` mlek riwxd lke sxtxy ipc` miyrxzne e`qk ilblb milblbzn e`qkl

'd ceak jexa mixn`e mdit migzet ely xzke mexn iliig lk lr xaer `edy drya
xzk ribny drya `ed jexa yecwd ly ezlecbe egay d`xe `a ,(/'b/ my l`wfgi) enewnn

`qke dakxnd ilblbe mipte`e mitxye zeig lke ,eicarn xzk lawl envr wifgn ey`xl
 .('i e"nw mildz) dielld xece xecl oeiv jidl` mlerl 'd jelni mixne` cg` dta ceakd

 l`rnyi 'x xn` d"c fw cenr (oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve` 

ik ,zxyd ik`lnn xzei d"awd iptl oiaiag md dnk l`xyi mkixy` ,l`rnyi 'x xn`
ixdp ceakd `qk zeaiaq oi`a dlgz dlrnl dxiy xnel miywan zxyd ik`lny drya
dige dig lke j`lne j`ln lk il` eyixgd 'zi d"awd mdl xne`e ,dadl ly zerabe y`
ozgayeze ozxiy lew dlgz lif``e rny`y cr iz`xay sxye sxy lke ote`e ote` lke

ly oziilnt edf ,midl` ipa lk erixie xwa iakek cgi oxa xn`py ,ipa l`xyi ly
jceak ux`d lk lr (onfa) midl` minyd lr dnex aizkck ,minya ceak izni` .mik`ln
.`qkd l`nyl mcbpke `qkd oinil micner zxyd ik`ln ly zeaaxe mitl` .(f"p mildz)

lk lre ,cecbe cecb lk lr mipenn micnerd milecbd mixye ,oicnere oitiwn y` ixdp oiae
ikln jln ly eceakl dxnfe dxiy xnel oicnlne .`qkd l`nyne `qkd oinin `ave `av

`xepde cakpd lecbd xyd l"`irny dxiy xnel onf ribnyke ,'zi d"a yecwd miklnd
ux`d on milerd zegayze zexiy lew aiywdle renyl oezgzd riwxd ipelg lr cner

zeyx oi`y ?ok dyer dn iptne .zeaxr ipal rinydl zeyxcn izane zeiqpk izan
epidl` 'd ennex xn`py ,dxiya l`xyi dlgz oigzety cr dxiy xnel zxyd ik`lnl

zexiy oirneyyk riwxe riwx ik`ln lke ,zxyd ik`ln el` ,eycw xdl eegzyde
eny `xwp dnle .dlrnln yecw yecw yecw oigzet od ,dhnln oixne`y zegayze

ux`d on zelerd zegayze zexiy lew rinyne xrye xry lka cner `edy iptn ?l`irny
mitxye mipte`e ycewd zeige ,riwxe riwx lk iptl ,zeyxcn izae zeiqpk iza jezn

zezk zezk oicxei cin riwxe riwx ik`ln lkl rinyne rney `edy xg`le .xcd iakeke
oiliahne ,zadly ixdpe dadl ixdpe y` ixdp jeza zxyd ik`ln ly ze`av zeliig

yi ike .dngd zeni oipnk minrt d"qy onvr oiwcea dry dze`ae ,minrt d`n mda mnvr
lr mipennd zxyd ik`ln md dl` `l` ?dliah oikixvy d`nehe aef zxyd ik`lna

dxiy xnel onf ribny dryae ,mlera mely miyl meie mei lka micxeiy mlerd zek`ln
mivivne y`a onvr oiliahn d`nehe aef ilra mdy mc` ipa ly mgix iptne ,riwxl miler

 onvr oiyery cr ,y`a onvr oiyicwne y`a onvr oixidfne oigicne y`a onvr mix`tne
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oilere df z` df oixew k"g`e ,zeaxr ik`lnk oiede oixfege xdehne xedh ycewne yecw
mleqa oiler k"g`e ,miwxa ixdf xe`a onvr oirrepe oipbpzne df zeyxa df y` ixdp jeza

iliig lv` oiribny cr dpxa dldva xenfna gaya dldza ,df zeyxa df y` ixdp ly
lv` ,dakxnd ilblbe ycwd zeig lv` mipte`e miaexk lv` ,xdeh ilnyg lv` ,zeaxr

dyecwa dxdha drifa zzxa md cine .`ype mx `qk lv`e mitpk ilrae mipt ixecd
.dakxna okeyd ceakd zencl ozenc ehiai lal oditpka mdipt oiqkne ,depra dni`a
oi`y zepgn zepgne ,zeaax `eax ly zexihe mitl` itl` sl` ly zezk zezk oicnere

,ceakd `qk iptl dadl ly zerabe y` ly mixd dnke .xtqn oi`l ze`ave xwg mdl
lk `ln xn`py ux`d lk `ln eceake ceakd `qk lr 'zi d"awd ayei dry dze`ae

xeyw dige dig lke ,mdn xzei zexdhzne zeycwzn ycwd zeig s`e .eceak ux`d
yeala zethrzne y` yeala zeyalzne zexe`n ipin ly mixzk mitl` sl` dy`xa
ipte`e ycwd zeig dn iptne .mdn eipt xfeg 'zi d"awde mditpka mdipt zeqkne dadl
mipte`e zxyd ik`lnn xzei mcw inin oithrzne oiyalzne oixdhzne oiycwzn xcd

yi y"dn el` lk 'eke dlrn `ave dakxn ilblbe mitpk ilrae miaexke mitxye milnyge
,odiy`x lr myd gke odipt lr dpezp dakxndy iptn - ,envr ipta oipr mdn cg` lkl

oixdefne oifxefne mipeekn md ok lr .mdipia mixaer y` ixdpe mdn dlrnl dpikye
lewa dyecwae dxdhae d`xiae dni`a mleke .minrt ray xe`a oiwwefne oiteine oixdehne

mitl` sl` mik`lnd on oiltepy `l` cala ef `le .zg` dnirpae cg` xeacae cg`
mixne lityne xge`ne mcwen mda oi`y iptn oitxype xepic xdp jezl zeaax `eaixe

exiagn xge`ne mcwen lk cere ,'zi d"awd miklnd ikln jln iptl dyecwe dxiya
xeriyy iptn xge`ne mcwen mda oi` ycwd zeig s` .xepic xdp jezl sxyp dxiya

,df lblb cbpk df lblbe ef cbpk ef zepeekn `qkd ilbx rax`e ,cg`k ozxeabe cg`k oznew
d`xia dni`a dlecb dxiya oigzet mdite ,ef cbpk ef spke ef cbpk ef dige df cbpk df ote`e
lewa dakxnd oiynyne ,dnirpae yrx lewa dyecwa dxdha dcrxa cgta drifa zzxa

oinnexn oixir oiqlwn mixedh oiyicwn miyecw dry dze`a .zeldze zegayze zexiy
`eaxe mitl` itl` sl` ly zexey ylyl miwlgpe ,oixnfn mik`ln milcbn milblb

zxne` zg` zke ,yecw zxne` zg` zke ,dipt lr zltepe yecw zxne` zg` zk .o`eeax
iptn enewnn 'd ceak jexa xn` `l dn iptne .eceak ux`d lk `ln ze`av 'd yecw

'd ceak jexa zxne`e dyecwl dnewnl zxfeg dpikyd `eal cizrle ,mewn lka dpikydy
 .zelkid iwxtn wxt wilq .enewnn
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'` 'nr 'ci sc dbibg zkqn-Samuel said to R. Hiyya b. Rab: O son of a great man, come, I
will tell you something from those excellent things which your father had said. Every day
ministering angels are created from the fiery stream, and utter song, and cease to be, for it
is written: (Eichah 3) They are new every morning: great is Your faithfulness. Now he
differs from R. Samuel b. Nahmani, for R. Samuel b. Nahmani said that R. Jonathan said:
From every utterance that goes forth from the mouth of the Holy One, blessed be He, an
angel is created, for it is written: (Tehillim 33) By the word of the Lord were the heavens
made; and all the host of them by the breath of His mouth.

'a 'nr '`v sc oileg zkqn-And the angel said: (Breishit 35) Let me go, for the day breaks.
Jacob said to him, ‘Are you a thief or a rogue that you are afraid of the morning?’  He
replied: ‘I am an angel, and from the day that I was created my time to sing praises to the
Lord had not come until now’. This supports the statement of R. Hananel in the name of
Rab. For R. Hananel said in the name of Rab: Three divisions of ministering angels sing
praises to the Lord daily; one proclaims: Holy, the other proclaims: Holy, and the third
proclaims: Holy is the Lord of hosts. An objection was raised: Israel are dearer to the Holy
One, blessed be He, than the ministering angels, for Israel sing praises to the Lord every
hour, whereas the ministering angels sing praises but once a day. (Others say: Once a week;
and others say: Once a month; and others say: Once a year; and others say: Once in seven
years; and others say: Once in a jubilee; and others say: Once in eternity.) And whereas
Israel mentions the name of G-d after two words, as it is said: Hear, Israel, the Lord etc.,
the ministering angels only mention the name of G-d after three words, as it is written:
Holy, holy, holy, the Lord of hosts.  Moreover, the ministering angels do not begin to sing
praises in heaven until Israel have sung below on earth, for it is said: (Job 38) When the
morning stars sang together, then all the sons of G-d shouted for joy! — It must be this:
One division of angels says: Holy; the other says: Holy, holy; and the third says: Holy, holy,
holy, the Lord of hosts. But is there not the praise of ‘Blessed’?— ‘Blessed’ is recited by the
Ophanim, a higher level of angel.  Or you may say: Once permission has been granted,  it is
granted and the angels can mention the name of G-d after only two words.

Translation taken from the Davka CD- Soncino Classics
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