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The list of M NM1272 that we studied last week from '3 ’12Y 'D 7 M272 was
incomplete. The three NM1272 that we recite immediately following 11°2 "o D3N,
the MM of M3 232D RO, T2y WY RO and N 232D KDY were omitted. Based on
what we studied, the omission was not surprising. The 272 that we found in ;7 M3723
'3 ’1AY 'D represented acts that we perform after waking. The three M2723 WY No®
constitute NN N1272 which define who we are as Jews.

What then is the source for the three M1272 232y NoW? Why in TI2EN MDY do the three
M7 2y RO follow the D73 of F3%2 MOWS 1N N while the BYT7DD recite
the M1213 after TINDN DN W? Why do we thank 1”2PR for a negative fact; why

did 5”11 not simply use the most comprehensive language possible which was &N 3@V
YT or DY TN RYW?

The source for the three M7 WY RO can be found in '3 1Y 31 MMM NOM:
PO (0 2137 SN D1 923 M1DT2 AIND 7725 DTN 291 N NG 230 1197 ,N0N
Y511 MR 221 1T NNAW NNN 27T 71972 N 20700 DR TN A SN
WO T35 0TIN 297 NN [T 020 B8 AT 170 TR0 LT SonneDiNa
DIV 191 N3 23wy KB NN NNDDIND ] DN INB YR i 15N B 523 Mona
F19925 FPYBY 2PP° 92 RN 37792 NPy ROW N ARey RO, (2R 50
N5 27722 IRD DRI 7195 1N 2913 IR0 1195 BN M0 INY RO T2 KD M
SDD B T2Y 2MER 13T, T2Y AN
There is an additional source found in " '8 N1273 NADDMN:
YWY NOW N2 ;N 3w RO N3 @ 502 7135 I Mo whw mIN AT M (3D)
DANA PN PR TN T PRD D37 9 (1 MYw) 3 i ey RO (N1 eN
STDM PN OY KDY ,NBA NTY PNE M, MmN
Although the N922J in N NODL indicated that the 1373 should read BN ANVYY,
the commentators unanimously agreed that the wording was the result of censorship in the
Middle Ages. So why do we not say DN INWYR? The primary answer that is given is
that if we recited PN VUNVYY, there would be no need to recite 73D 3LV N52 and
MR Y N5, Others maintain that the M12373 represent a progression of obligation; a
non-Jew is only required to perform the M3 %33 MV AVIL; anTAY is obligated in the

same NN¥M as a woman but his ancestors did not stand at *3%D O and he cannot marry a
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Jew; a woman is not obligated in NI AT WY NNV, A third answer can be given
based on our current social situation. Today many people identity themselves as Jews but
do not observe the AMIM. If the D73 read PN INPIW, they could recite the 11372

without feeling that they made a misrepresentation. But when the 1292 reads "3 N5
APNR—T2Y-"1, then the N33 becomes an acknowledgment of accepting the obligation
of MM, Anyone who has not done so should not recite the M3723.

In 1352 MDY, the three M372 AINPIY follow 173°2 MOWS 1AM, The reason is
explained by the 2125 as follows:

PRI DN AR N NONa 150 MWD NN T HAN2 19K MIDN2 3 1PN NA
VDN [T NPMAN DY 1Y 10 B3 9K MDA N R 5P PN 1915 1302 o
FINIT SR MI5133 PHTAT 72N IROMY S M1 1omD oveb

The BYT7BD recite the three N12T2 MINR VL before ML T2V because of the order of
the M272 in the NAMAJ. We no longer recite the N1273 as we perform each act but 721
9275 the B¥TDD want to first recite the M3 that represent the acts that we perform in
the morning and then recite the three MN292 YINWIL.

The ]1?27'7 of the first 7202 YINY DY, ") Y N5 is not without controversy. In many
R'PIDD in "N the word 1 means nation and frequently represents the Jewish nation.
The commentators defend the use of the word "1 because the N2 as a rule used the
word to mean “non-Jew.” Two references to the contrary that appear in 7”3 come
immediately to mind: 9173 M7 TEYNRI-'2 PIDD '2Y NYNTD and TN PIDD 12 02T
513 9135 . In fact, the T3 9Y3 included this last PIOD in the 71737 as follows: 7"
DY DOINIH DN 1R T5R—5173 125 . This problem did not go unnoticed. The
1991 191 states:
,2TRS RO T IR MR ,03 AT AMASEYn ¥ N AR Ay Sy
2903130y Tabns 3 0D

Rabbi Yitzchak Baer the author of DN= 2 NT2Y MO, a contemporary NTD, changed
the MM to 217wy NYW. He quoted the PN QYN Y3 and added his own
comment: the word *13 when it refers to non-Jews in the NI22 is plural-
WM IMINT N DI WINE T 2R DY IN0T BN M39237 [9an N0 01 SaN
7773 o2 1 n%en 7Toh
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'2 7120 721 MM NODA-It was taught: Rabbi Meir said: A man is required to recite one
hundred blessings each day, as it is written: And now, Israel, what does G-d, your G-d
require of your On Sabbaths and on Festivals, Rabbi Hiyya the son of R. Avia would try
to complete his 100 blessings by smelling spices and other delicacies. It was taught: R.
Judah said: A man is required to say the following three blessings daily: Blessed are You,
G-d who did not make me a non-Jew. . . who did not made me a woman and ... who did
not made me a boor. Rabbi Aha the son of Jacob once overhead his son saying Blessed
are You who did not make me a boor, whereupon Rabbi Aha said to him, And this too?
Said the son to him: Then what blessing should I say instead? Rabbi Aha replied. . . who
did not make me a slave. And is that not the same as a woman? A slave has a lower status
than a woman.

1’90 M7 RNDDIN-(23) Rabbi Yehuda said: Three blessings must be recited each day:

Blessed for not making me a non-Jew; Blessed for not making me a woman and Blessed for
not making me a boor; Non-Jew as it is written: All the non-Jewish people are like nothing
in front of G-d; For not being a woman because a woman is not obligated to perform all
the positive commandments; Boor because he is not afraid of the consequences of sin and
an ignorant person 1s rarely a zealous person.

¥135-The reason that the three blessings were placed after the blessing for hearing a

rooster was that the blessings of A8 TN and MAY2 ’P‘?N and 113°2 MDY were authored

to remember that G-d was the creator. These three blessings share the theme that G-d
created us, therefore they were placed after the others. The blessings that follow the three
blessings share the common theme of recognizing the benifits that we receive from G-d.

ailaly 1PN- The book "PAX® ANV, the Rava and the Ritz from Eklenberg changed the

wording in the blessing from ”*1)” to "¥02J”. This was a correction that was not necessary

because the word """ in the Talmud refers to ”"02J".

DN MY TD- The word 71192” is the cortect choice of word if the blessing means

to refer to a man who is not a member of the Jewish religion. We are required to author
prayers that are written in unambiguous language.
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SUPPLEMENT

Two additional issues concerning the MEN—T2IV—"1 LD NS m199a.

1. The M0 1PN wrote the following about the M1292:
M35 571 NS NAN D322 NI 97 BNANR 97T 132 200 27anNT M '3pa
FINT RS 193 0N TINT 12 09 502 1IN 7125 N0 ARy Tapy 3 B miona e noen
I TADMIWIN M T2 72 230 M Tmbnn ]2 DY NADI AN 0D " AN
"N DR PRYTAE DPNT0D NADIT M AN ,AWN2 1217302
The Q”217’s son raised the possibility that the three N1272 %12V N5 were similar to the

other MY M7 in that they were only be said if an act was being performed; i.e., upon
seeing a non-Jew, a slave or a woman. One might not normally pay much attention to this
opinion because it was the opinion of only one Rabbi. But in an article written by
Professor Naftali Weider of Hebrew University, and printed in his collection of essays,

293 AT FYHNT MO D220, Professor Weider attested to the fact that he
found fragments of geniza material that contained the statement quoted by Q72N 977
son of the 8”227 and confirmed that at one time the practice was not to make the NS

M7 WY unless one saw a non-Jew, a slave or a woman.

2. Why do we not also say: miaia "2y N5®? The 17520 1Y answers this questions as
follows: 273721 1R 729997, 5N DD 1 NBXI MBI ROW—TEN T2V M3 1wy Now
25577 209123 10375 500 8D BTINM AP 0D, MM e ey Now
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