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The N2 before MDD is known as 2173 AW, Why is it called 91737 NA? The answer
that most of us learned is that it is based on a miracle that happened in Egypt on the tenth
of 1D which was a NA¥ when the Jews brought a sheep into their home to slaughter as

the 7DD 12392. Although the sheep were the deity of the Egyptians, the o2 b 19an
performed a miracle and the Egyptians did not harm the Jews who were about to slaughter
their deity. The day then became known as 91137 Naw. Do we find any references to

5993 DAY in the N2 A CD-ROM search of those words brought no results from the
Y533 TN or the MR TwbN.

Professors Shmuel and Ze’ev Safrai of Bar-Ilan University in their book "D AT note
that the first reference to 21737 DAY in any Rabbinic literature is from the &9 7D

TIN5 DA AP DY M3 ADDT 11D5W NAW 27 AN—23 10D

DNTY INYY 12 100130 05 NON TN INAR AR AN D1 anNe e by oy
P2 MR YA [DD Dm0 9D ANTI M AR SEnm DR

T M) IN5PDY KDY BPS DM NAYIN NN M 1T DN BN D 15w
PN 2R DY 195,005 MY WR RHDT INAN R DR 177apn ok mK (27D
ORI D937 1 O INTWD WTAD D1 WY AYIIN TV nanwnb on M .o
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Y9 admits that he does not know the origin of the term "S53 N2, Professors Safrai
report that they found a reference to a “Great Sabbath” in the New Testament . It appears
that the Christians called the Saturday before Easter, the Great Sabbath. That does not
mean that the Christians coined the term “Great Sabbath.” It is the opinion of many
scholars that the New Testament is an excellent source for uncovering how Jews lived in
the first and second century of the Common Era because the early Christians were Jews.
Professors Safrai conclude from the language in the New Testament that in the First and

Second Centuries, Jews were already calling the N3¥ before MDD, Dy1am naw.

Professors Safrai present a second possible source for the term 51937 DAY, Itis based on
the last PIOD in the F7BDM: DY137 /1 B K12 2105 N2237 MON NN 035 A5 901N M3
N7, The first night of MDD is called "2V 99”7, The D170
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D"HNIRIRIN interpret those words to mean: MPINITY 72V FA9INID WM 7505
TV, Since the PIOD in the MABOM promises that NY217 719N will come before the 21
217377 7, it is expected that NY237 71998 will come on the NA¥ before MDD, That NaW
then became known as the day that N33 7198 will announce the 2172 /1 @Y.

Professors Safrai suggest a third explanation. In their review of 99BN 1M MDD
beginning in the 11th Century, they found that the authors called every Na¥ before a
holiday, 51T3m naw. They also found a statement supporting that theory in the 19D

M7 110 [DD 77D 1P AW 1S R NA IMIND SRRD DD WY o
D537 w5wH Mnaw MnR% 137 1) .ADDM 195w Naw D1 naw NP1 205 nos

Professors Safrai did not consider the 2D for $1751 DAY, which were written before
Y1 lived, as a source. The RO we recite do not make any reference to the miracle of
the tenth of ]@%1. It can be argued that the RYY'D support the position that the NI
before MDD was named P1737 NAY for reasons other than the miracle of the tenth of [(=RRR

The first 91D, JIYN2 D’P‘?N concerns itself with the fact that the 9 2 13929 humbled
mighty Egypt and raised the esteem of SN2 %33, The second DD, DN 2D, relates
how after defeating the Egyptians, the oo 52 1an presented to DN 213 the MY of
DAY to strengthen them spiritually. A similar theme runs through the third @9, D&
Y1122). The fourth D, TN I3, tells that in honor of 1372 BI1N2AN the DN 032
left Egypt with great wealth and then inherited P e "N, The fifth B9, byymb Inininkl
relates how the B91Y 92 13137 sent M and PN to notify SN 233 about the M9ING
and then struck the Egyptians M7 7332 1172, The sixth B, 19173 MK, tells how the
DN 212 left Egypt without food, having faith that the 227 5 139121 would provide for
them in the desert. The seventh 81D, QD1 217 N, which also appears in the 1727, tells of
the miracles that happened to the Jews on the first night of MDD throughout history and
contains a prayer for the ultimate MR, The last LYH, NN ’P5N, contains a summary
of the M5 of MDBD.

The D91°D for P13 NAY in contrast to the DYMPD of the NP PN cover such a
broad spectrum of subjects that they do not provide us with any clues as to why the N3
before MDD is called 2737 NaY. IR D 31
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

Y20 MTD-The Shabbat before Pesach was customarily called the Great Shabbat. But we

do not know why it received that name. It is not greater than any other Shabbat that
occurs during the year. There are those who explain that the name is based on the fact that
the day the Jews came out of Egypt was a Thursday. The Jews had brought a sheep into
their homes on the tenth of the month which was on the Shabbat before Pesach. The Jews
said: How can we slaughter the sheep which is the deity of the Egyptians in front of the
Egypyians? They will stone us . G-d then said to the Jews: You will now see the great
miracles that I will perform on your behalf. The Jews then went and brought a sheep into
their homes to be watched until the 14th day of the month. When the Egyptians saw what
the Jews did, the Egyptians wanted to avenge the honor of their deities. But before they
could do anything their intestines closed and burned with fire. The Egyptians were
punished with horrible afflictions and caused no harm to the Jews. Because on that day
miracles happened to the Jews, the Shabbat before Pesach became known as the Great
Shabbat, the Shabbat before Pesach.

M7 119D MDD 17D B 1912 1DD-Because miracles happened to the Jews on the

Shabbat before Pesach; therefore that Shabbat became known as the Great Shabbat.
Similarly, they called every Shabbat before one of the three holidays by the name the Great

Shabbat.
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