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Rabbi Eliyahu Munk in his 990- M2*017 891 introduces the period of the 2N
PPIDM as follows: (27737 /D WI7) TR 1 77NN 73T WA T v b
AP DOMTIPM NI 1D DS 31D DTN MWD 1T npnwn...
QYIam. D"?PW NAD, arriving approximately six weeks before MDB, opens the period of
preparation for MDA.

The basic requirement for D"?PW D7D is to read the RPDD from NN YD MWD, 0D
To—'N DD b PO MDY, The DYPI1DD in and of themselves do not reveal a
connection between D"?PW and MDY. The requirement to donate a ‘7PW:‘I DY8MR was part
of the M9 that the PN *33 had to undertake to atone for PP NBA. It was also the
method by which 7”7 13°29 A2 counted the males between the ages of twenty and sixty.

Even the 2'%1'D which we recite on D"?PTZ/‘ DD NAY do not reference MDD in any
mannet.

The connection betweeen D’%PTZ/‘ DD and MDD can be found in the first I in N2DMD
DY5Pw: DINDIT DY DSPw Y PYmwn 9N TN,
NTIID721 M7 A explains: WYL PO BN Y 923 ot 3
M2T193) Y0077 NN M2 N1I3TD N2AS TN 1D TN 9B 4 oY
MM 130D AT IINNN 1270 N2 BTN I WM wAna wTn AW NN (D
O DI Ow 1RIPn 7501 (20 M) M wTnS 0% NI RN NI I
LOPW N 19075 2TIND AN 13971
The first T in '3 PO D"?PW D2DM advises us when the money was disbursed: mehwa
AMT DIND3 ,NN3Y DDA MDD DN ;AWM NN PIRTIN M 0PI

Instead of focusing on MDD, the RO that we read on D"?PW D90 NI deal to a great
extent with measurements. The first B’ begins: 22153 99002 515 522 Nt 1NG 18
Pl '|'7 52; that the B2 52 11121 planned all measurements from the time of creation.
The theme continues with the %8 proclaiming that the M792 for the SN 033 for the
3011 N was a2 measured item, the ‘7PW1‘I NP8M and that the DN 933 were further
forgiven because 1" 13°27 M1 was willing to accept a measured item, the weight of
responsibility for the DN 03,
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The next BY'D, mRmplrt) PYOVI posits that the '7PTZ/‘|'I D3 continues to be a M8 and
was the reason that the B2 9% 13137 saved PN7%" %33 from the hands of [~

M2Y 9% DYDY DIPAR MPDYD M P2 MATD NNT RIS, The BB credits the NYMH
‘7PWH as the M2! by which DN *33 were saved from the decree of 117 because their
contribution of money (VN2 ’'R) preceded ]27’s planned contribution of money to fill
LOINPAN’s treasury (MTIN2 7TY).

In the BYD-NT 11D, the [BD begins to teach the MM of DYDY

DORIPW 112 T DI D22°8D 0090 DWW NINT RO FIRIAD. The (D explains the
basis for this equal treatment-
DY IRTD 1T D KD ,200mn Hua nye 535 pep

In the next paragraph-TND Y711, the (%D explains the purpose of collecting the N8N
‘7PW;‘I. The 1D then asks the 25 B 13929 to rescue us through the M7 of the
Sown MYRMB. In the next B, PWH B M, the 1D reminds the B 52 13937 of
a promise made before the PN 933 entered DN PIN- NP 1B M0 A2,
2P B aman 90r 535 ;09 MPDa The MDD 1YY comments: DNN BN
DNNZ 7 027901 (B /B3 ©¥127) 0255 01 Da:
DN YD 1DVDN BN 130 0 KD Ty b 0 e o

In the B2 1IN, the 1BYD presents two theological issues: How could 13°27 A2

1" count NN 913 after the B 2¥ 11127 promised 1Y 192N DIN2AN that his
children would be so numerous that it would not be possible to count them. Second, when

the QY ST 13127 told [173 13929 FRA-TD DI 9D BN 1N, M asked: What can

Man possibly give to the One who created him that could act as an atonement? The (%D
then suggests answers to both issues.

In the last 2D M8 found in the Artscroll T, TN -'l‘?N, the J8%D bemoans the
tact that we no longer give the t7PT£7-'F DY3AD for maintaining the WIPMRA N2,

We can conclude after studying the R21°D that we recite on D’5PW DD NI that
these RY0Y'D were authored at a time when the enemies of the Jews would not allow them
to freely study MM, The QYWD incorporated into the RO the history of the D"?PW

and its halachot as a 717 lesson for their generation and for us.

P T ILOWS THT VYON 13 D2ION B 19505
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

Rabbi Eliyahu Munk-All matters involving holiness require preparation. This statement
contained in the Zohar in Sefer Devarim provides a guide for the weeks that precede the
holiday of Pesach, like the weeks that precede all the holidays.

/N W R PID DY9PY NIDM-On the first day of Adar, the Sanhedrin proclaims that the
Shekalim are due and warns about the planting of a mixture of diverse species.

NN [T 'A- The Sanhedrin sent emissaries to all the cities in Israel for the

purpose of announcing that the people should contribute their annual Shekalim
requirement. The reason it is announced beginning on that date is because as of the first
day of Nissan, all the public sacrifices had to be purchased from new donations. This is
based on the verse (Numbers 28): this is the Olah sacrifice for the New Moon of the New
Moons of the year. Make it new and bring sacrifices that were purchased from the money
of new contributions. We determine the month when sacrifices must be purchased with
the money of new donations by comparing the word “months of the year” included in the
verse in Numbers 28 with the word “month” found in the verse: “This is the first for you
of the months of the year” (Exodus 12). Therefore we start thirty days before the deadline
date , which in this case is the first day of Adar, to announce that they should make their
donations.

'N I NI PAD n’bpw N2DM-On three dates during the year they withdrew money from

the treasury; fifteen days before Pesach; fifteen days before Shavuos and fifteen days before
Succot.

First Piyyut (liturgical poem) begins: At the time of creation, You, G-d, thought of the
proper measure of each thing that you brought into being.

Second Piyyut, beginning with the words: G-d moves and fashions mountains.... The
chapter of shekels is read at this time so that our contributions would come before that of
our degraded foe.

Third Piyyut, beginning with the words: The half-shekel is the same for rich and poor;
wealthy and impoverished contribute equally so that the wealthy not arrogantly
proclaim to the masses: My wealth redeemed my sins.

Fourth Piyyut, beginning with the words:Who can calculate...G-d made a covenant with the
Jewish people from the time he gave them the commandments that their number would
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES-2

never be less than the number listed in the book of Numbers.

ailaly 1Y-As it is written in Devarim, chapter 29, verse 9, You all are standing here;
however many of you are here that is the minimum number of Jewish people that will

always exist in the world. The number will never go lower even at times when many of you
sin.
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