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Lesson 4-

Source 1

Translation: RAV ISHMAEL SAID etc. What is the reason? Rabbah answered, Since it is
malodorous, it is feared that he, the occupant of the house, will leave it and go out. Said Abaye to him,
Then let him leave it! I maintain, Abaye replied, that the kindling of the lamp on the Sabbath is a duty,
for Rav Nahman ben Rav Zabda-others state, Rav Nahman ben Raba-said in Rab's name: The kindling
of the lamp for the Sabbath is a duty; the washing of the hands and the feet in warm water on the eve of the
Sabbath is voluntary. While I maintain that it is a Mitzvah. How is it a Mitzvah? For Rab Judah said
in Rab's name: This was the practice of R. Judah b. Il'ai: On the eve of the Sabbath a basin filled with hot
water was brought to him, and he washed his face, hands, and feet, and he wrapped himself and sat in
fringed linen robes, and was like an angel of the Lord of Hosts. But his disciples hid the corners of their
garments from him. Said he to them, My sons! Have I not thus taught you: A linen robe, in respect to
fringes-Beth Shammai exempt it, while Beth Hillel hold it liable, and the halachah is as Beth Hillel? But
they held, it is forbidden on account of being a night garment. Concerning the verse: And You have removed
my soul far off from peace; I forgot prosperity. What is the meaning of, ‘and You have removed my soul far
off from peace’? Rav Abbahu said: This refers to the kindling of the light on the Sabbath. I forgot
prosperity; Rav Jeremiah said: This refers to the loss of baths. Rav Johanan said: This means the washing
of hands and feet in hot water. Rav Isaac Nappaha said: This refers to a beautiful bed and beautiful
bedclothes upon it. Rav Abba said: This refers to a decked-out bed and an adorned wife for scholars.
Source 2
Translation: Candle lighting is performed in honor of Shabbos. A meal is not considered to be special unless
it is eaten in an atmosphere that is as well lit as the daylight.
1. Why do we not use

, the oily residue of pitch as a fuel for providing light?
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Translation: The act of washing one’s hands in hot water before Shabbos was described by the Gemara as
“mandatory” because it is not that much of a “Mitzvah.” When referring to the requirement of washing
one’s hands before reciting Birkas Hamazone, the Gemara also used the word “mandatory.” The concern
there is with the danger involved in wiping one’s eyes with the salt that comes from the area of Sodom that a
person may have come in contact with during the meal. There is also the concern that there should not be the
repetition of an incident in which a person lost his life because of his failure to wash his hands after eating.
Some wanted to argue that it is not necessary to recite a Bracha when lighting candles for Shabbos based on
the fact that the Gemara used the word: mandatory in reference to the act of lighting Shabbos candles. They
made that argument because concerning the practice of washing one’s hands after eating, the Gemara also
used the word “mandatory” and did not require the recital of a Bracha. Rabbeinu Tam said it was a
mistake to compare the two acts. Washing hands after eating was instituted only as protection against
endangering one’s life but lighting candles before Shabbos was enacted as a mandatory act as part of the
Mitzvah of enjoying Shabbos. Several similar obligations come with the requirement that they include a
Bracha. Another reason given for not making a Bracha; i.e. because when the candles are already lit well
before Shabbos, there is no requirement to put them out and to relight them, I am not sure that I agree that
there is no requirement to extinguish and to then relight the candles. I can support that position by pointing
to the practice of covering the blood of an animal once it is slaughtered. Even if the wind blows dirt over the
blood, and he is not required to cover the blood, if he covers the blood anyway, he has to make a Bracha.
Similarly when a male child is born without foreskin, it may not be necessary to cut him at all but when he
goes through the circumcision ceremony, we still recite the Brachos. In addition we find that in Seder Rav
Amrom Gaon, he requires the recital of a Bracha for lighting Shabbos candles. It therefore is the position of
Rabbeinu Tam that if candles were already lit well before Shabbos, they should be extinguished and then
relit with the recital of a Bracha provided that it is not done too early or too late.
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Translation: Lighting candles before Shabbos is not optional in that if a person wants to light, he can do so
and if he does not want to light, he does not have to light. But it is also not a Mitzvah that a person must
chase after until he performs it similar to the obligation to prepare an Eruv in the courtyards or washing
hands before eating. However, it is an obligation. Men and women are required to have candles providing
light in their houses during Shabbos. Even if a person does not have what to eat, he should beg for olive oil
so that he can have light for Shabbos because having light on Shabbos is a major part of the enjoyment of
Shabbos. A person is required to recite the Bracha: Baruch Ata Hashem Elokeinu Melech Ha’Olam
Asher Kidishanu B’Mitzvotav V’Tzeivanu L’Hadlik Neir Shel Shabbos as we recite a Bracha for any
act that we are obligated to perform based on the direction of our Sages.
Source 5

Translation: Rav Huna said: a person who regularly lights Shabbos candles will merit having sons who are
Torah Scholars and the Tur wrote that there are those whose practice it is to light two candles, one based on
the word: Zachor found in the first set of the Ten Commandments concerning Shabbos and one based on the
word: Shamor found in the second set of the commanmdents concerning Shabbos
Source 6

Translation: We hold that lighting candles on Shabbos is obligatory, meaning that it is necessary to recite a
Bracha while lighting the candles just as we recite a Bracha while performing other Mitzvos. What Bracha
does one make? Asher Kidishanu B’Mitzvotav V’Tzeivanu L’Hadlik Neir Shel Shabbos. Where do we
find that G-d commanded us to light Shabbos candles? From the words: Lo Tasur, do not deviate from
what you are taught as we learned concerning the performance of the Mitzvah of lighting candles for
Chanukah. A second basis: Ask your father (your religious leaders) and they will direct you as we learned.
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Those directions should include the obligation to recite a Bracha. Our sages linked the obligation to light
candles for Shabbos on a verse: and You have removed my soul far off from peace I forgot prosperity. What
is the meaning of the words: You have removed my soul far off from peace. Rav Huna said this is the
obligation to light candles for Shabbos because the candles represent peace in the household. Our Sages
further linked the obligation to the verse: You should know that there is peace in your tents. This represents
the obligation to light candles for Shabbos.
Source 7

Translation: Rav Hiyya ben Ashi said: He who lights the Hanukkah lamp must pronounce a blessing;
while Rav Jeremiah said He who sees the Hanukkah lamp must pronounce a blessing. Rav Judah said:
On the first day, he who sees the lit candles must pronounce two Brachos, and he who lights the candles
must pronounce three blessings; thereafter, he who lights pronounces two, and he who sees pronounces one.
What is omitted? The Bracha of Shehechayanu is omitted. Yet let the ‘miracle’ be omitted? The miracle
holds good for every day. What benediction is uttered? This: Who sanctified us by His commandments and
commanded us to kindle the light of Hanukkah. And where did He command us? Rav Avia said: It
follows from,you shall not turn aside which they shall show you. Rav Nehemiah quoted: Ask your father,
and he will show You, your elders, and they will tell you.
Source 8
Translation: For committing one of the following transgressions, women die during childbirth: for not being
careful about family purity, setting aside part of what is baked and in lighting candles before Shabbos.
Source 9
Translation: A husband must remind his wife to perform three acts as it becomes dark before Shabbos; to
tithe, to convert a public courtyard into a private one and to light candles.
Source 10
Professor Yitzhak D. Gilat, in his book:
in an article entitles:
, pages 343-344, provides the following:
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Translation: The fact that the requirement to recite a Bracha before lighting Shabbos candles did not
appear in sources until after the Ninth century and that even then the practice was not universally accepted
leads one to conclude that the requirement to recite a Bracha was instituted at the time of the Gaonim as
part of their polemic against the Karaites who prohibited the lighting of candles for Shabbos. The verse: do
not light a fire in all your homes on Shabbos (Shemos 35, 3) was interpreted by the Karaites as a
commandment not to have light in their homes on Shabbos even if the light was lit before Shabbos. The
Karaites viewed the act of lighting candles before Shabbos as a transgression of Shabbos and listed it as one
of the gravest sins of the Sages: during the whole time that a light is burning in a person’s home on Shabbos
a person is transgressing a negative commandment (Aderes Eliyahu of Eliyahu B’Sheitze, page 50, side 2).

(Footnote 115)
Translation: The Gaonim were compelled to tackle the issues raised by the Karaites and to battle them in
writing and orally in order to bolster the interpretation of the Sages that on Shabbos it was prohibited to
light a flame but it was permitted to light a flame before Shabbos that would remain burning on Shabbos
(Mechilta page 46). They further needed to support the argument that their interpretation was rooted in the
simple meaning of the words of the Torah and in the tradition of our forefathers. In order to reinforce the
importance of the Mitzvah to light candles for Shabbos, the Gaonim composed a Bracha to be recited before
lighting candles for Shabbos: Baruch Ata Hashem Elokeinu Melech Ha’Olam Asher Kidishanu
B’Mitzvotav V’Tzeivanu L’Hadlik Ner Shel Shabbos. In this Bracha was embedded a reference to the
belief in the power of the Sages, who drew their authority from the words of G-d, as the Talmud says:
Where did G-d command the Jewish people to light candles for Chanukah? Rav Avia said: It follows from:
“you shall not turn aside which they shall show you” (Devarim 17, 11). Rav Nehemiah quoted: Ask your
father, and he will show you, your elders, and they will tell you (Devarim 32, 7). The Bracha that was
composed to be recited on the light prepared for Shabbos which contained G-d’s name and His hegemony
served as a means of publicizing the reliability of the oral transmission of Torah and the need to abide by
the Torah as interpreted by the Sages in opposition to those groups who contradicted and mocked the Oral
Law.
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Translation: It would appear that in those places where the Karaites movement did not take hold nor
exerted any influence, the requirement to recite a Bracha before lighting Shabbos candles was not followed
since that requirement was instituted primarily as part of the battle against the Karaites. That is the source
of the difference of opinion that is being discussed here.
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