Tefila 101Supplement To Lesson 48Source 1

Translation: When I call out G-d’s name. R. Yossi said: what is the source for the practice of responding
with the words: Baruch Hashem Ha’Mivorach L’Olam Va’Ed to the prayer leader calling out: Barchu
Es Hashem Ha’Mivorach? The verse: Ki Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Oleikeinu. R.
Nihorahai added: I swear that this is so. In proof of this, [it may be noted] that the ordinary soldiers begin
a battle but the picked troops gain the victory? And how do we know that you need at least three people
present to introduce Birkas Hamazone with a Zimmun? The verse: Ki Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel
L’Oleikeinu. And how do we know to answer Amen after hearing someone recite a Bracha? The verse: Ki
Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Oleikeinu. And how do we know to answer with the line of Baruch
Shem Kvod Malchuso L’Olam Va’Ed after the opening line of Kriyas Shema? The verse: Ki Shem
Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Oleikeinu. And how do we know that after you hear the words: Yihei
Shmo Ha’Gadol Mivorach that it is necessary to respond with L’Olam Oo’L’Olmai Olamim? The verse:
Ki Shem Hashem Ekra Havu Godel L’Oleikeinu.
Source 2

Translation: And so you find that as Yaakov Aveinu was about to depart this world, he called his sons
together and admonished each one individually as it is written: (Bereishis 49, 1-8): And Yaakov called for
his children and told them: Reuven, You were my first born; Shimon And Levi, brothers; Yehudah-Your
brothers will acknowledge you as leader. After admonishing them on a one-to-one basis, he called them to
1. A reference to the Roman practice of saving the veteran soldiers until the enemy's resistance had been weakened by the less
experienced soldiers. We see then that the one who completes the blessing by responding is greater.
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Tefila 101come together. He asked: perhaps one of you has an issue with serving G-d? They responded: Listen Israel,
our father, just as you have no issues with G-d, so too we have no issues with G-d. Instead: G-d is our
G-d, G-d is one. That is what is meant when the Torah says: (Bereishis 47, 31): and Yisroel bowed at
the head of the bed? Did Yaakov really bow at the head of the bed? It means that Yaakov acknowledged
and heaped praise that no one descendant of his was unfaithful to G-d. Another explanation: What does it
mean that Yaakov bowed at the head of the bed? Because Reuven repented. Another explanation: that
Yaakov responded with baruch Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuso L’Olam Va’Ed. G-d then said to Yaakov:
is this not want you wanted all your life that your children when they arise and when they prepare for sleep,
recite Kriyas Shema.
Source 3

Source 4
p. 8

Translation: After reciting the Bracha of Yotzer and Kedushah D’Yotzer, we say the Bracha of Ahava
Rabbah which is one of the two Brachos that our Sages composed to be recited before Kriyas Shema. That
we introduce Kriyas Shema with the words: Kail Melech Ne’Eman is to render Kriyas Shema as having
248 words so that it becomes a prayer that G-d protect the 248 bones in our bodies. That is surprising
since when you add the words found in the three Parshiyos of Kriyas Shema you will not find that they total
248. In the first parsha, you will find 48 words. In the second parsha of Kriyas Shema you will find 124
words and in the last parsha, you will find 69 words. That means that you are short 9 words. If you
include the words: Kail Melech Ne’Eman, you will still be short six words. Therefore you must also
include the words from the line of Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuso L’Olam Va’Ed. That must be why our
Sages chose the words: Kail Melech Ne’Eman to be recited before Kriyas Shema; because the word Amen
represents the words: Kail Melech Ne’Eman as we learned in Maseches Shabbos. In this case, Amen
needs to be recited after saying the Bracha of Ha’Bochair B’Amo Yisroel B’Ahava.
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Translation: We can further explain the insertion of the line of Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuso L’Olam
Va’Ed as follows: Yaakov Aveinu sought to reveal the end of days to his children but he was prevented
from doing so. That is why you do not find the letters Kuf nor Tzadik in any of the names of Yaakov’s
children. In order that Yaakov not think that his sons believe that there will not be an end to their exile
and that they will always be in the Diaspora, his sons immediately told him: do not think that way about
your children because in G-d we trust who promised that we would be rescued. And even if we are not given
an exact date as to when we will be rescued, we still put our faith in G-d. They then said: Shema Yisroel,
etc. Observe My commandments and you shall live. G-d will guard your 248 bones and you will be able to
remain standing. That means that even the Torah is telling us that Kriyas Shema should have 248 words.
That means that just as we add the words: Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuso L’Olam Va’Ed, we also add the
words: Kail Melech Ne’Eman.
Source 5

Translation: We must say Kail Melech Ne’Eman before Kriyas Shema because the three words in that
phrase together with the six found in the line: Baruch Shem Kvod Malchuso L’Olam Va’Ed cause Kriyas
Shema to consist of 248 words which correspond to the 248 bones in one’s body. If you say the 248 words
in Kriyas Shema properly, G-d will watch over your 248 bones. That is the meaning of the verse: (Mishlei
7, 2) Observe My Mitzvos and you shall live. G-d promised that if you observe what I ask of you, I will
protect what is yours.

copyright 2018. The Beurei Hatefila Institute, www.beureihatefila.com, Abe Katz, Founding Director

