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21231 IN NNy NPON-OPTIONAL OR MANDATORY?

127y N%50N has the distinction of being the only m%5n concerning which a debate took

place in the N7/ as to whether it was mandatory or voluntary. If you were asked the
question today, you would probably answer that it is is mandatory. But does that position
truly reflect the current status of 1°27Y n95N? Let us begin by repeating a point that we

made concerning MM ﬂ‘?Eﬂ; L.e. that in structuring 127 ﬁ'?Eﬂ, 511 combined the
MY of VAW NNYAP with the M¥MD of M. Everyone agrees that fulfilling the MM of
VI NNYAP at night is mandatory. Remove MY NNYAD and its M272 from nosn
N°27Y and you are left with only MY AL, Ask yourself the question again: today, is
the recitation of this MY MM mandatory or optional? Let us begin by noting that the
debate found in the NTJ that is centered on this issue is unlike other debates that we
found in the N7 concerning other aspects of prayer:
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Translation: Mishnab. The morning Tefillah can be said until midday; Rabbi [udab says till the fourth
hour. The afternoon prayer can be said till evening; Rabbi Judab says, until the middle of the afternoon.
The evening prayer has no fixed limit. The time for the Mussaf prayers is the whole of the day; Rabbi
Judah says, till the seventh hour. Gemara. The evening prayer has no fixed linit. What is the meaning of
“has no fixed limit”? Shall I say it means that if a man wants he can say the Tefillah any time in the
night? Then let it state, ‘the time for the evening Tefillah is the ‘whole night'! — But what in fact s the
meaning of “has no fixed limit”’? 1t is equivalent to saying, The evening Tefillah is optional. For Rabbi
Judab said in the name of Samuel: With regard to the evening Tefillah, Rabban Gamaliel says it is
compulsory, whereas Rabbi Joshua says it is optional. Abaye says: The Halacha is as stated by the one who
says 1t is compulsory; Raba says the Halacha follows the one who says it is optional.

1. Appatently SN held that 1°27Y 199N was mandatory. See the following MODIN:
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Translation: If someone erred and did not recite the evening prayer, he makes it up by reciting Shemona Esrei twice in the

next Tefilas Schacharis. Perhaps you want to ask: did not Rav hold that the evening prayer is optional, why do you need to
make it up since we hold by Rav’s opinion in matters involving permitted and prohibited practices.
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Notice that the N9/ provides us with three pairs of opinions on the question: is nban
N°27Y mandatory or optional. They are: DN 139 and ¥ *29, 37 and DN and
"2N and N3, Let us further note the era when each pair lived. oM 137 and °29
VYT were early DYNIN. 37 and PN were first generation 2NN in 922, M2N and

N29 were fourth generation QNN in 923, This is one of the few debates concerning
prayer that spanned a period of several hundred years. As with other differences of
opinion concerning 17890, these disagreements do not reflect a right or wrong way to act.
Instead they indicate that both practices were being followed during these eras.

That the 2% M52 does not repeat MNEY ANDE during NY27Y NS5 is another factor
that mitigates against the position that 1°29Y n951 is mandatory:
TP NI 132 OY 3 37pa— 1257 /1 PND 0I5 NN DN M5 07ann
;T B9S2 =0 N2 PP1Y DM 131 TR 0= NN 1373 13 DIFA NI I
M2 1550001 DTN 55 T2 AN 2T N L une Sy D18k D nnm
n55N PRE D% N°27Y 81 9192 555N MM PN ,1NBDI B TR MNP
WD 97D BT 2AN BTN IND PR 15035 MD1a 9130 8D 9005 13 nvany

AN T

Translation: In the evening, all those congregated sit and the prayer leader stands. He says: V""Hu

Rachum ete. Barchu Es Hashem Ha'Mivorach etc. Those congregated respond with Baruch Hashem
Ha’Mivorach 1.°Olam V'a’Ed. He then begins Lifros Al Shema and then recites Kaddish. The
congregations stands and recites the silent Shemona Esrer. When the congregation completes the recitation of
Shemona Esrei, the prayer leader says Kaddish and everyone goes home. "The prayer leader does not repeat
Shemona Esrei out lond in the evening because the prayer of the evening is not mandatory. Therefore it
would be inappropriate for the prayer leader to repeat the Brachos of Shemona Esrei since no one needs to
hear them in order to fulfill their obligation. To do so would be to recite the Brachos in vain.

Ask yourself another question: how many times have you been in synagogue for noan
D27 when either the *N2J or the Rabbi have announced that it was necessary to repeat
YO NNYAP. Did you ever ask yourself: why do I not have to also repeat TI&Y FIME?

The answer is: because M"37Y N95N is optional, the ALY AL of N'237Y n95n does
not have to be recited at any specific time. That answer should lead you to a different
question: why do we recite &Y AL at all during 127V n950; let us recite only

M2 DY NNP? The answer to that question: we want to recite three M%'en each
day. Professor YRAE—ND DN, in an article entitled: T2 N M N2 199N in his
book, MMTPA NMIDYNT MBI at page 119, footnote 7, relates that so much importance
was given to reciting MY ML three times each day that it led to the practice of reciting
MY Y both at [T MM and MaBP MMM that we studied in Newsletter 6-11.
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The practice may have been instituted by those who held that NY27Y n%an was optional

but who still wanted to follow the practice of reciting MY ML three times each day.

One more factor that mitigates against the position that 129 nben is mandatory. Does
the recital of ALY MY at night fit into either one of the two views of MIEY AW
that we have put forth; i.e. that it follows the formula of P2%, A&P2 and AN or that it
is a substitute for the M2V in the WIPHT N'2. Reciting ALY AN at night does not
fit the formula of MW, M¥P2 and AN, The same reason that justifies omitting 111N
during NY239Y n5sn justifies omitting MY FIVAL,; i.e. it is inappropriate to make
personal requests from the 02 D 13937 at night because that is the time when the 072
1777 reigns. Similarly, reciting TAY AN at night does not fit the view that it is a
substitute for the MM2Y. Although the following NI provides that N*27Y nbsn
parallels an activity that took place in the @I N2, the MYAN A7 demonstrates that
it was not the type of activity that would preclude a finding that NY27Y N80 was optional.
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Translation: 1t is obvious that the Mitzvah to burn the fats and limbs was not a mandatory Mitzvah that
needed 1o be conducted each night. Instead the practice must be explained as follows: it was permissible to
burn the fats and limbs at any time during the night. But if the fat and limibs were consumed during that
same day, then nothing more needed to be done. According to this explanation the following that we learned
n the beginning of the fourth chapter of Maseches Brachos page 26b makes sense, that the three prayers
each day were instituted to commemorate the services that took place in the Beis Hamikdash and that the
evening prayer was established to reflect the practice of burning the fat and limbs throughont the night. 'T'hat
explains why Tefilas Arvis was optional ; i.e. it parallelled an optional activity that occurred in the Beis
Hamikdash. When the gemara said that the fats and limbs were burnt all night it meant that it was
permissible to do so.  However, if the fat and limbs were consumed during the day, there was no
requirement to wait to burn them during the night.
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