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The Beurei Hatefila Institute Comprehensive Exam
On The Daily zixgy zltz
1.

Name the first xeciq, when it was compiled and why it was compiled?

2.

Both the m"anx and the o"anx agree that some forms of dltz are `ziixe`c zeevn; name
the type of dltz that each of them hold is a `ziixe`cn devn?

3.

Explain the significance of xeaiva dltz?

4.

Around what did l"fg structure the zelitz and why?

5.

What is the source for the requirement to recite 100 zekxa each day?

6.

The zelitz contain many excerpts from j"pz, why?

7.

Why do we recite xgyd zekxa in synagogue?

8.

Why do we read mipdk zkxa as an example of Torah study after reciting dxezd zekxa as
part of xgyd zekxa?

9.

Why do some mixeciq omit the dkxa of gk sril ozepd?

10. Why are the three identification zekxa in xgyd zekxa written in the negative: ipyr `ly
. . .?
11. Why do we begin our zelitz with a quote from ryxd mrla in the paragraph of eaeh dn?
12. Why do we recite the first verse of rny z`ixw soon after xgyd zekxa?
13. Why do we recite zepaxw?
14. Is cecl ziad zkpg xiy xenfn a part of zepaxw or a part of dxnfc iweqt?
15. Why do we recite mezi yicw after reciting cecl ziad zkpg xiy xenfn?
16. What is the origin of mezi yicw?
17. How do you reconcile the wording of mezi yicw with mourning?
18. Why do we recite yicw at a funeral and not at a wedding (an excellent question asked by an
anonymous oe`b)?
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19. Why are minors who have lost one of their parents allowed to recite mezi yicw?
20. Is the practice of reciting yicw at a funeral based on the same reason that mourners recite
mezi yicw during their mourning year?
21. Why do we recite yicw at certain points during the zelitz?
22. What prompts the recital of lawzz yicw?
23. What is the source for the dkxa of xn`y jexa (it is not found in the `xnb)?
24. Why do some mixeciq provide that one should recite enr ita llednd while others present
the dkxa as enr dta llednd?
25. How do you explain the fact that we end the dkxa of xn`y jexa with the dkxa of jln
zegayza lldn when xn`y jexa acts as an opening dkxa and we conclude lld with
the dkxa of zegayza lldn jln, where the dkxa is acting as a concluding dkxa; is it
not true that zekxa can only serve one function?
26. Why do Sephardim say eced before xn`y jexa and Ashkenazim recite eced after jexa
xn`y?
27. Why do we include xiyi f` as part of dxnfc iweqt when xn`y jexa the opening dkxa
specifically refers to cec ixiy and xiyi f` is not one of cec ixiy?
28. What is the source for the dkxa of gazyi?
29. What is the origin of the practice to recite ekxa?
30. What is the purpose of reciting ekxa?
31. Define the practice known as rny lr qextl?
32. Why did the practice of rny lr qextl require a quorum of ten men?
33. What is the purpose of the rny z`ixw zekxa?
34. Do you need to recite the rny z`ixw zekxa in order to fulfill the devn of rny z`ixw?
35. Why do we recite two rny z`ixw zekxa before rny z`ixw both as part of zltz
zixgy and ziaxr zltz but only one after rny z`ixw as part of zixgy zltz and two
(or three) after rny z`ixw in ziaxr zltz?
36. Why do we change the text of the dkxa of xe` xvei for zay but not for aeh mei?
copyright. 2011. a. katz

Your comments and questions are welcome- beureihatefila@yahoo.com

dltzd z` oiadl
37. Why do we not recite a dkxa before fulfilling the devn of rny z`ixw?
38. What is the origin of the practice of reciting dyecw in the first dkxa of rny z`ixw?
39. Which dyecw was established first; xveic dyecw, dltzc dyecw or `xciqc dyecw?
40. Why may a person who recites zixgy zltz without a oipn permitted to recite dyecw
xveic and `xciqc dyecw?
41. What is the origin of the practice of reciting on`p jln l-` before reciting rny z`ixw for
those who recite rny z`ixw without a oipn?
42. What is the origin of the practice of reciting:cre mlerl ezekln ceak my jexa after
reciting the first weqt of rny z`ixw?
43. Why do some mixeciq contain an instruction to recite the first weqt of rny z`ixw out
loud?
44. Why did l"fg pick these three zeiyxt of the dxez to constitute rny z`ixw?
45. Why do we not include the zexacd zxyr in our morning zelitz since dxez ozn plays
such a great role in Judaism?
46. Why does the xeaiv gily repeat the word: zn` after reading the last words of the third
dyxt of rny z`ixw?
47. What is the purpose of the sixteen adjectives we recite after completing the third dyxt of
rny z`ixw beginning with the word: zn`?
48. Define dltzl dle`b zkinq?
49. At what point does a person fulfill dltzl dle`b zkinq?
50. Explain when the rule: dltzl dle`b zkinq was instituted and its contribution to the
history of the xeciq?
51. Is it permitted to recite on` to the dkxa of l`xyi l`b?
52. Why is reciting the weqt of gztz izty ipc-` not considered an unacceptable pause?
53. When was dxyr dpeny composed?
54. Why do we call the prayer of 19 zekxa, by the name dxyr dpeny which means eighteen?
55. What is the significance of the number eighteen in the dltz known as dxyr dpeny?
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56. In l`xyi ux` bdpn, they never deviated from reciting eighteen zekxa as part of dpeny
dxyr while still including mipind zkxa; how did they arrange dxyr dpeny to keep the
number of zekxa at eighteen?
57. Explain why we begin dxyr dpeny with the dkxa of zea`?
58. Explain why we are permitted to include the request of miigl epixkf within the dkxa of
zea` during the daeyz ini zxyr?
59. The dkxad znizg always summarizes the theme of the dkxa; explain why l"fg chose
G-d’s power of miznd diign to represent the zexeab of the mler ly epeax in the second
dkxa of dxyr dpeny?
60. What is the origin of the practice to recite dyecw in u"yd zxfg?
61. In l`xyi ux` bdpn it was their practice to recite dyecw only on zay during zltz
zixgy, explain the basis for both that custom and the custom to recite dyecw whenever
the xeaiv gily repeats dxyr dpeny?
62. Should the congregation recite the opening line of dyecw?
63. Why do we end dyecw with a weqt from mildz, mlerl 'd jelni in the dyecw of dpeny
dxyr and a weqt from the dxez, cre mlerl jelni 'd, in `xcqc dyecw?
64. Why is special importance given to answering: on` to the dkxa of yecwd l-`d and the
dkxa of dltz rney?
65. Why do we begin the middle zekxa of dxyr dpeny which represent zeywa with a
request for knowledge, zrcd opeg?
66. Who are the mipiylnl and the mipin that we refer to in that dkxa?
67. Where should the comma be placed in the paragraph of dvx; after jzia xiacl or after
l`xyi iy`e?
68. Why do we change the wording of the dkxad znizg of dcear on aeh mei when the
mipdk recite mipdk zkxa?
69. Why do bow when we recite the word: micen?
70. The two definitions for the word: micen provide us with two views as to the purpose of
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reciting dxyr dpeny, what are those two definitions and those two views?
71. Why did l"fg institute the practice of having the congregation recite opaxc micen when the
xeaiv gily reaches the dkxa of micen?
72. Why do Ashkenazim not have the mipdk perform mipdk zkxa in zixgy zltz every
morning as part of u"yd zxfg?
73. When did l"fg compose the paragraph of dkxaa epkxa epizea` iwl`e epiwl`
zylynd?
74. Explain why l"fg described mipdk zkxa as a zylynd dkxa?
75. Why do some communities have the xeaiv gily add the verse: ipa lr iny z` enye
mkxa` ip`e l`xyi after he recites the paragraph of dkxaa epkxa epizea` iwl`e epiwl`
zylynd?
76. May an individual in his silent dxyr dpeny recite the paragraph of epizea` iwl`e epiwl`
zylynd dkxaa epkxa?
77. Which ending for the dkxa of mely miy represents the original dkxad rahn; jxand
melya l`xyi enr z` or melyd dyer?
78. Where does dxyr dpeny end?
79. Describe two alternate practices as to the appropriate point in which to insert personal
requests in dxyr dpeny?
80. Why do we step forward and back both before and after reciting dxyr dpeny?
81. What is the source for the lines that begin with the word: dyr within xevp iwl` and why
were they included?
82. Sephardim recite iecie after u"yd zxfg and Ashkenazim appear not to, explain why
Sephardim recite iecie?
83. Ashkenazim do recite iecie after u"yd zxfg but in a very abbreviated form; provide the
words they say that represent iecie?
84. What is the source for miit` zlitp?
85. Why do we say: dyrp dn rcp `l epgp`e and not xnel dn rcp `l epgp`e at teh end of
oepgz?
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86. What is the earliest reference to dxezd z`ixw found in j"pz?
87. What is the purpose behind dxezd z`ixw?
88. Why do have zeilr, let one person read the whole dyxt?
89. Why do we need to have a minimum of a iel ,odk and l`xyi to be called to read from the
dxez?
90. Why do we call three people to the dxez on Mondays and Thursdays, four on yceg y`x
and crend leg, five on miaeh mini, six on xetik mei and seven on zay?
91. Why do we perform dxezd z`ixw on Mondays and Thursdays?
92. What is the relationship between the `xew lra and the dler?
93. Was dxezd z`ixw always performed by a `xew lra and what prompted the change?
94. What is the source for dabd?
95. What is the source for dlilb?
96. Why do Sephardim perform dabd before dxezd z`ixw and Ashkenazim perform dabd
after dxezd z`ixw?
97. Why do Ashkenazim return the dxez xtq to the oex` on Mondays and Thursdays before
ixy` and oeivl `ae and Sephardim return the dxez xtq to the oex` after ixy` and `ae
oeivl?
98. Why do we repeat ixy` before we recite dxcqc dyecw?
99. What is the source for dxcqc dyecw?
100. When did the practice of reciting gayl epilr at the end of each prayer service originate
and why?
101. When did the custom to recite the mei ly xiy begin and why?
102. Sephardim recite zxehw mehit at the end of zixgy zltz while Ashkenazim do not, why
not?
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