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THE zecnrn AS PRECURSOR TO xeaiva dltz
It is commonly believed that dxyr dpeny was composed as a substitute for the zepaxw
once the ycwnd zia was destroyed. However, the era that followed the destruction of
the ycwnd zia was not the first time in Jewish history that our religious leaders needed to
find a substitute for the zepaxw. Professor Eliezer Levy in his book dltzd zeceqi notes
that until the ycwnd zia was built, Jews were permitted to bring zepaxw in any venue.
After the construction of the ycwnd zia a rule was instituted that zepaxw could only be
brought in the ycwnd zia1. The rule impacted those living far from the ycwnd zia who
could no longer bring zepaxw locally. In anticipation of this problem, jlnd cec devised
the practice of zecnrn. The purpose of the zecnrn was to help the average person feel
that he was participating in 'd zcear even though he himself was not bringing the oaxw.
The `ztqez explains how the zecnrn originated:
dpnye dpedkl dyn owiz zexnyn dpny-'a dkld 'b wxt (onxail) ziprz zkqn `ztqez
rax`e mixyre ,dpedk zexnyn rax`e mixyr me`yr d`exd l`enye cec cnryn .diiell
eli` ,mzpen`a d`exd l`enye cec cqi dnd ('ak ,'h ,'` minid ixac) 'py diel zexnyn
mixyr cbpk zecnrn drax`e mixyr my erawe mlyexiay mi`iap ecnr .diele dpedk zexnyn
xyt` i` ;ingl ipaxw z` mdil` zxn`e l`xyi ipa z` ev 'py diele dpedk zexnyn rax`e
.ezenk mc` ly egelyy cnln `l` ,l`xyi lk xnel

The mipdk and miiel were divided into 24 zexnyn (shifts). Each xnyn worked for a
week and was replaced by the next group of mipdk. The mipey`xd mi`iap also divided
the country into 24 geographic areas. A group of mil`xyi from each district would be
affiliated with a xnyn of mipdk and miiel. Part of the group would join the xnyn in
milyexi while the other part of the group would congregate in a central location. Both
groups acted as representatives of l`xyi llk.
What was the role of the people who participated in the zecnrn?
rax` oditk z` oi`yep mipdk dpya miwxt dylya-'` dpyn 'c wxt ziprz zkqn dpyn
dpyn .mixetkd meiae zecnrnae zeiprza mixry zlirpae dgpnae sqena zixgya meia minrt
.ingl ipaxw z` mdil` zxn`e l`xyi ipa z` ev (g"k xacna) xn`py itl zecnrn od el`-'a
rax`e mixyr mipey`xd mi`iap epiwzd ?eiab lr cner epi` `ede axw mc` ly epaxw j`id ike
'dl zia oda zepal olek zenewnd lk exq`p milyexia ycwnd dpapy oeik-'b dkld '` wxt dxigad zia zekld m"anx 1.
'd zia `ed df ciec xn`ie xn`p day dixend xdae cala milyexia `l` zexecd ixecl zia my oi`e .oaxw oda aixwdle
.cr icr izgepn z`f xne`e l`xyil dlerl gafn dfe miwl`d
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onf ribd .mil`xyi lye miel ly mipdk ly mlyexia cnrn did xnyne xnyn lk lr .zexnyn
oi`xewe odixrl oiqpkzn xnyn eze`ay l`xyie mlyexil miler miele mipdk ,zelrl xnynd
mei cre ipy mein reaya mini drax` oiprzn eid cnrnd iyp`e-'b dpyn .ziy`xa dyrna
dgepnn e`vi `ly ick zaya cg`a `le .zayd ceak iptn zay axr oiprzn eid `le iying
;mind eewie riwx idi ,ipya ;riwx idie ziy`xa ,oey`xd meia .ezenie ziprze dribil bpere
`veze mind evxyi ,iyinga ;mind evxyie zexe`n idi ,iriaxa ;zexe`n idie mind eewi ,iyilya
cigia dphwde mipya dze` oixew dlecb dyxt .minyd elkie ux`d `vez ,iyya ;ux`d
oiqpkp eid `l dgpna zay axr .rny z` oixewk odit lr oixewe oiqpkp dgpnae sqena zixgya
.zayd ceak iptn

Professor Levy views this series of zeipyn as proof that at the time of the ycwnd zia, the
participants in the zecnrn fulfilled 'd zcear in three ways: meve dxezd z`ixw ,dltz.
He also concludes from the following that the zecnrn represent the first xeaiva dltz.
mdig` oaxw lr oilltzn eid xnyn iyp` :opax epz-'a 'nr 'fk sc ziprz zkqn ilaa cenlz
,zaya ipya :zeiprz rax` oiayeie ,zqpkd zial oiqpkzn cnrn iyp`e .oevxa lawziy
`xkq` lr ,iriaxa ;zexacn ikled lr ,iyilya ;mid icxei lr ,ipya .iyingae ,iriaxa ,iyilya
z` ewipiy ,zewipin ,eliti `ly ,zexaer .zewipine zexaer lr ,iyinga ;zewepizd lr letiz `ly
i`n zaya cg`a .dnvr zaya xnege lw ,zayd ceak iptn oiprzn eid `l zay axrae .mdipa
.dxivil iyily `edy iptn :xn` ipngp xa l`eny iax .mixvepd iptn :opgei iax xn` ?`l `nrh
,zay axra mc`a ea dpzip dxizi dnyp :yiwl yix xn`c .dxizi dnyp iptn :xn` yiwl yix
.ytp dca` ie zayy oeik ,ytpie zay (`"l ,c"l zeny) xn`py ,epnn dze` oilhep zay i`vena

Professor Levy believes that the practice of the zecnrn continued after the destruction of
the first ycwnd zia. He bases his opinion on the following `xnb:
oixewe odixra oiqpkzn xnyn eze`ay l`xyie-'a cenr 'fk sc ziprz zkqn ilaa cenlz
?ilin ipdpn . (ziy`xa dyrn oiprae zepaxw oipra oixew-l`ppg iax zqxib) ziy`xa dyrna
ziy`xa) xn`py ,ux`e miny eniiwzp `l zecnrn `lnl` :iq` ax xn` `g` xa awri iax xn`
oi`heg l`xyi `ny !mler ly epeax :mdxa` xn` ,dpyxi` ik rc` dna ,miwl` 'd :xn`ie (e"h
,mler ly epeax :eiptl xn` .e`l :dil xn` ?dbltd xecke leand xeck mdl dyer dz` jiptl
xn` .'ebe zylyn fre zylyn dlbr il dgw (e"h ziy`xa) :dil xn` ?dpyxi` dna ,ipriced
`dz dn miiw ycwnd zia oi`y onfa ,miiw ycwnd ziay onfa gpiz ,mler ly epeax :eiptl
mdilr ip` dlrn - iptl oda oi`xewy onfa ,zepaxw xcq mdl izpwz xak :el xn` - ?mdilr
.mdizeper lk lr mdl lgen ip`e ,iptl meaixwd eli`k

Professor Levy concludes that the dlecbd zqpk iyp` learned from the response of cec
jlnd in instituting the practice of the zecnrn that dltz and in particular xeaiva dltz
which contained requests for personal needs could replace the zepaxw.
copyright. 2005. a. katz

Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.

dltzd z` oiadl
Vol. 3 No. 3

d"qyz `vz ik zyxt

TRANSLATION OF SOURCES
'a dkld 'b wxt (onxail) ziprz zkqn `ztqez-Moshe organized eight shifts of Kohanim

and eight shifts of Leviim who served on a rotating basis. Dovid Hamelech and Shmuel
HaNavi organized the Kohanim and Leviim into 24 shifts each as it is written: Haima
Yasad Dovid V’Shmuel Ha’Roeh B’munatam, these are the shifts of Kohanim and Leviim.
The prophets in Yerushalayim established 24 shifts of Ma’Amadot in conjunction with the
24 shifts of Kohanim and Leviim based on the verse: Tzav Et Bnei Yisroel V’Amarta
Aleihem Et Korbani Lachmi; it was not possible to say “all of Yisroel” and so it teaches us
that a person can fulfill his obligation through a representative.

'` dpyn 'c wxt ziprz zkqn dpyn-Mishnah 1. On three occasions of the year, on fast-days,

on Ma'amadot, and on the Day of Atonement the Kohanim lift up their hands to bless the
people four times during the day, namely at the Schacharit service, at Mussaf, at Minhah
and at Ne'ilah. Mishnah 2. The following are the details concerning the Ma'amadot. It is
said, Command the children of Israel and say unto them: my food which is presented unto
me. Now how can a man's offering be brought on the altar and he is not present?
Therefore the early Prophets instituted twenty-four Mishmaroth, and each Mishmar was
represented at the Temple in Jerusalem by its own Ma'amad of Kohanim, Leviim and
Israelites. When the time came for the Mishmar to go up to Jerusalem, the Kohanim and
Leviim went up to Jerusalem and the Israelites of that Mishmar assembled in their cities
and read from the Torah the story of creation. Mishnah 3. The men of the Israelite
Ma'amad fasted on four days of that week, from Monday to Thursday; they did not fast on
Friday out of respect for the Sabbath nor on Sunday in order not to change over without a
break from the rest and delight of the Sabbath to weariness and fasting and perhaps die.
On Sunday they read “In the beginning, and, let there be a firmament”; on Monday, “Let
there be a firmament, and, let the waters be gathered together; On Tuesday, “Let the waters
be gathered together, and, let there be lights; On Wednesday, “Let there be lights, and, let
the waters swarm; On Thursday, “Let the waters swarm, and, let the earth bring forth”;
On Friday, “ Let the earth bring forth, and, and the heavens and the earth was finished.”
Two persons read between them a long section and one a short section. At Schacharit,
Mussaf and Minhah, they assembled and read the requisite section by heart, in the same
way as people recite the Shema. They did not assemble at Minhah on Friday out of respect
for the Sabbath.
'a 'nr 'fk sc ziprz zkqn ilaa cenlz- Our Rabbis have taught: The men of the Mishmar

prayed over the sacrifice of their brethren that it may be favorably accepted, while the men
of the Ma'amad assembled in their synagogues and observed four fasts, on Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday of that week. On Monday they fasted for those who go
down to the sea; on Tuesday for those who travel in the deserts; on Wednesday that croup
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may not attack children; on Thursday for pregnant women and nursing mothers, that
pregnant women should not suffer a miscarriage, and that nursing mothers may be able to
nurse their infants; on Friday they did not fast out of respect for the Sabbath; and certainly
not on the Sabbath. Why did they not fast on Sunday? — R. Johanan said: Because of the
Christians. R. Samuel b. Nahmani said: Because it was the third day after the creation of
Man. Resh Lakish said: Because of the additional soul that one has on Shabbat. For Resh
Lakish said: Man is given an additional soul on Friday, but at the termination of the
Sabbath it is taken away from him, as it is said, He ceased from work and rested (Shavat
Va’Yinafash] that is to say, Once the rest had ceased, woe! that soul is gone.
'a cenr 'fk sc ziprz zkqn ilaa cenlz-AND THE ISRAELITES OF THE MISHMAR

ASSEMBLED IN THEIR CITIES AND READ FROM THE TORAH THE STORY
OF CREATION, On what is this based? — R. Jacob b. Aha said in the name of R. Assi:
Were it not for the Ma'amadot heaven and earth could not endure, as it is written, And he
said: O Lord G-d, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? Abraham said: Master of the
Universe, should Israel sin before You, will You do unto them as You did to the generation
of the Flood and to the generation of the Dispersion? G-d replied to him: No. He then said
to him: Master of the Universe, ‘Let me know whereby I shall inherit it’. G-d answered:
Take for Me a heifer of three years old, and a she-goat of three years old etc. Abraham
then continued: Master of the Universe! This holds good while the Temple remains in
being, but when the Temple will no longer be what will become of the Jews? G-d replied: I
have already long ago provided for them in the Torah the order of sacrifices and whenever
they read it I will deem it as if they had offered them before me and I will grant them
pardon for all their iniquities.
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