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INTRODUCTION TO THE M2 OF 2R3 AY¥&N

Editors Note: Much of the material that is being presented here is reproduced from the
introduction to the 19D: ¥MNDAT MI*P 77D that was published by Yaakov Weingarten in

AN, It is highly recommended that this 99D be added to your library.

There is an ongoing obligation to mourn over the destruction of the WIPRA N°2. It is
particularly important to do so on AN VYN, the day that was set aside for that purpose.
This is accomplished by reading M2°N N9 and by reciting M3%P. Although o
F'N is termed a [T, it is essentially 2 F12°P. In many ways it is the prototype M3%2; the
model for all MIP and for all YOO, The 1"2% demonstrates the importance of reading
1N N2 as a M3'P by stating:
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The NAM) provides the basis for stating that M2'N N is a M3'P by regularly referrring
to MR N9*31 as MI°D 19D
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2. How do we know that we have to perform r¥¥D after seeing a 770 9D that was burned by fire?
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Why was [T 12923 called M3P?
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The origin of the word 13D can be found in B2%7 Y927 °0D:
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The basis for arguing that 2N n%31 is the model for all MNP and YYD is that the first
four chapters of M2'N N1 were written with lines that follow each other in alphabetical
order. This style was taken a step further in chapter 3, when the 1°127° N%21 presents
three lines for each letter of the alphabet. The style of the last chapter of F2'N N
which is not written in alphabetical order is the model for the first B1D that we recite after
reading YN N2Y3; f.e. 3% 71971 7 7 MN3T in which the 8D, 9PM AMYON borrows the
first words of each line of the last chapter of M2'N N3 in order to build his .

Why was 2N N9 written primarily in lines that follow each other in alphabetical
order?
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The M2 that are generally recited in the Ashkenazic tradition concern four historical
periods:
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The destruction of the €TIPIT NY3;

The M 933 1Y,

The Crusades;
The burning of the Talmud in Paris on June 17, 1242.

o=

There is a fifth category of M2 in which the M2 begin with the word: }3'¥. The first
13D to be authored in this fashion is the ﬂJ’P—"?NW N5 1% which was authored by *29
bl fabilntl

The basis for including M3%P that were authored to commemorate historical events other
than the destruction of the &P N'2 within the M2 of AN AV N is provided by
Y29 who lived at the time of the Crusades:
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The rule that was enunciated by %9 caused a controversy sixty years ago when
discussions began concerning establishing a day of memory for the MNW. There were
strong arguments made to simply include M3%P about the N within the MNP that are
recited on AN FAYWN. The fact that we do have a }Y72°17 0 for the MN demonstrates
which side won out. However, out of respect for Y¥9’s position, it is customary to recite
a %P commemorating the FNIZ on N2 VWD,

One of the challenges we face in reciting the M3*P is the difficult Hebrew langauge that
was used by the R%3%9. This problem was anticipated by 571 and a solution was
suggested in R*DD N2DA:
DINIM P17 Dwd DPDD APIIN AN AYwNI—/7/7957 ‘M D7D DD Noon
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M5 13M13 18D ORI, 20 13N5 R YT AN 19921 11032 NP, P 1
SN DI O INE 131302 55 DI, 2113 11305 YT
D90 N2DM is suggesting a simple solution to understanding the words of the MIP.

Read each M3%P line by line alternatively in Hebrew and then in the common language of
the congregation. This is such a simple and effective idea because it is not the concepts
that are contained in the M2 that are difficult to understand. It is the language of the

M2°P that are difficult to understand. Reading the translations of the M3*P out loud for

the congregation is all that is required in order to make the reading of the M%2 a much
more meaningful experience.

One last thought. What makes the M3*P and RS unique is that the authors of the
poems often wove their names within the words of the poems. Thanks to that practice,

scholars have been able to identify the authors of many R21'8. The question one may ask
about this pracice is: why did the 23D follow that practice? Many of them were o113
77, certainly vanity was not their driving force. Yaakov Weingarten in his 99D: 97D
WANBMT MI’P provides a source that answers that question:
PN T 0 DR 29D 1 N YA 53 03,5 H5am 18 o e 3p YD
YN TAYAR 1137 ,TODM N BYDT 2NN D 17 5N 1195 2w 105 .oowren
W DD DMMINE'D MR AN M NM3 B 0D 208 Ma NN ]'lyﬂ‘? oy
SORAE D 1n5En oY DY NI INY 20 D1 DA B9 0219w AMoD
SN S 10N PING 1730
The 7 2P 7DD teaches us the need to keep in mind the identity of the author of the

OO that we are reciting because as we recite the 819 with 1313, the author is benefitting
in the next world. The same reason is given as to why one should mention the name of the
author of any MMM N27 when we repeat that 7170 0237.

Let us hope and pray that this is the last year that we need to recite MI°P.
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