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INTRODUCTION TO THE zepiw OF a`a dryz

Editors Note: Much of the material that is being presented here is reproduced from the
introduction to the xtq: yxetnd zepiw xcq that was published by Yaakov Weingarten in
g"nyz.  It is highly recommended that this xtq be added to your library.

There is an ongoing obligation to mourn over the destruction of the ycwnd zia.  It is
particularly important to do so on  a`a dryz, the day that was set aside for that purpose.
This is accomplished by reading dki` zlibn and by reciting  zepiw.  Although zlibn
dki` is termed a dlibn, it is essentially a dpiw.  In many ways it is the prototype  dpiw; the
model for all zepiw and for all miheit.  The d"ly demonstrates the importance of  reading
dki` zlibn as a dpiw by stating:

xwire .dil iran dpiwe ,a`a 'ha la`zdl dlecb devn-(`) devn xp wxt Î ziprz zkqn
lr .dinxi z`eap it lr ,ycewd gexa dxn`pd dki` zlbn epiidc ,zepiw zlibn `id dpiwd

ik ,envr oial epia xgnl dki` zlbn `xwie xefgi cigie cigi lk aeh bdpn il d`xp ok
.sicr meid oipr mlerl

The  `xnb provides the basis for stating that  dki` zlbn is a dpiw by regularly referrring
to dki` zlibn as zepiw xtq:

olpn sxypy dxez xtq-'` 'nr 'ek sc ohw cren zkqn ilaa cenlz2edinxi) aizkc ?
l` xy` y`d l` jlyde xtqd xrza drxwi drax`e zezlc yly icedi `exwk idie (e"l
xn` - .zepiw xtq dinxi azk :miwiedil dil exn` ?drax`e zezlc  yly i`n .'ebe g`d

:dil exn` - .`kln `p` :edl xn` - .cca dayi dki` ('` dki`) - ?dia aizk dn :edl
.`kln `p` - iprn dcedi dzlb ('` dki`) - .`kln `p` - .dlila dkaz eka ('` dki`)

o`n :edl xn` - .y`xl dixv eid ('` dki`) .`kln `p` - .zela` oeiv ikxc ('` dki`)
.y`a otxye day zexkf` lk xcw cin .diryt ax lr dbed 'd ik ('` dki`) - ?dxn`

.rxwinl erac llkn ,mdicba z` erxw `le ecgt `le (e"l edinxi) aizkc epiide

,mildz xtqe zex :miaezk ly oxciq-'a 'nr 'ci sc `xza `aa zkqn ilaa cenlz
.minid ixace `xfr ,xzq` zlibne l`ipc ,zepiwe mixiyd xiy ,zldw ,ilyne aei`e

.zepiwe mikln xtqe extq azk dinxi -'` 'nr 'eh sc `xza `aa zkqn ilaa cenlz

ß

ß

ß

2. How do we know that we have to perform drixw after seeing a dxez xtq that was burned by fire?

copyright. 2005. a. katz                                                   Your comments and questions are welcome and to subscribe- beureihatefila@yahoo.com.



dltzd z` oiadl   page 6                                                                                     

Why was dki` zlibn called zepiw?
oi` xne` dcedi 'x ,dingp 'xe dcedi iax-dayi dki` d"c '` dyxt (`plie) dax dki`
minkg exn`z dki` ('g /edinxi/ my) xn` z`c dn `cd dgkez oeyl `l` dki` oeyl

xn` z`c dn `cd dpiw `l` dki` oeyl oi` xne` dingp 'xe  .'ebe epz` 'd zxeze epgp`
.dkl ie` ,dki` el xn`ie mc`d l` midl` 'd `xwie ('b ziy`xa)

?zepiw xtqd my `xwp dnl-dayi dki` d"c crz cenr (oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve`
diipd dn lre miyrp md dnle md dn ebltp mnyl mleray zeixad lk `ven dz`

dpey`xa :`xap dn lre dyrp dn lre eny dn rcil mc` leki dfd ynyd one .e`xap
cere ,dlild oiae meid oia licadle xi`dl `xap cere ,d"awd ly ezxeab gk lkl ricedl
ux`d rxf lke miayrde `ycd z`n `ixtdle mngl cere ,dpyd zetewz rax` licadl

mixtqd lka oke .elk mlerd lk z` ynyn `edy yny eny `xwpe  .zepli`d zexite
xtq .eazkp diipd dn lre mny `xwpe eazkp dnl drice dpiae dnkg oda yi miyecwd

`ede ,ea daezk mlerd z`ixa lky itl  ?ziy`xa eny `xwp dnl dxez ly oey`xd
z` `xa daehd ezvrae mlerl mcew did d"awdy zexecd lk ercie ,lkl y`x did

enke .enlera lyen envrae eceaka `ede ,mlera dixa lk zvra `le eizeixa lke mlerd
my) dinxi `xwie aizk oky ,dinxi ?exn` ine .dki` azkp dnl daxd minrh yi ok
zxevad ,mdinia e`xy zellwd liaya `l`  ?zepiw eny `xwp dnle  .(e"l /edinxi/

mdixr ztixye mdiaie` zenglne zecevne ,mdizepae mdipa xya zlik`e arxde daxd
myekxe mxyr zfiae ,mdiaey iptl mdizepae mdiyp z`nehe mdiller zhigye ,mdizae

mipt e`yp `ly mieb ly dnig zeixfk`e ,mdipdke mdixye mdikln mdixega ziaye
z` e`nihe milxrd miebd e`a k"g`e ,miycwd ycw on dpiky dwlzqp j`ide ,owfl

,gp inin ycewnd mewnd ztixy d`x xy`k-edinxi opewie .laal mze` eaye 'd lkid
'd xda xn` xy` dixend xd `xwpe mdxa` inin ycewne ,my ild`a oekyie xn`py

dixend xda mlyexia 'd zia z` zepal xn`py cec inin ycewne ,(a"k ziy`xa) d`xi
xn`py minyd on dcxiy y`de oprd i"r dnly inin ycewne ,('b ='a minid ixac) 'ebe

.zepiw dfd xtqd `xwp dl`d zerxd liaya - (`"i 'g ='` mikln) 'ebe mipdkd elki `le
`yep epi`y minyay oicd zwcv zexecd lk erciy ick `l` ,xtqd azkp diipd dn lre

`yi `l xy` 'ebe mkidl` 'd ik xn`py l`xyil `le iebl `le lecbl `le ohwl `l mipt
lky myk epze` cnll `l`  ?dfd xtqd azkp dnl `"c .('i mixac) cgey gwi `le mipt
zengpde zeaehd lk jk l`xyi lr e`a mipey`xd mi`iapd cia mewnd xaicy zellwd

xy`k dide aizk oky ,l`xyi lr `al oicizr mipey`xd mi`iapd cia mewnd xaicy
 'ebe rxdl iznnf xy`k 'ebe dllw mziid xy`k dide ,(`"l dinxi) 'ebe mdilr izcwy

ß

ß
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gpfi `l ik ,'d zreyzl mnece ligie aeh ,eiewl 'd aeh aizk dfd xtqa oke .('g dixkf)
.'d mlerl

The origin of the word dpiw can be found in minid ixac xtq:
mdizepiwa zexyde mixyd lk exn`ie ediy`i lr edinxi opewie-'dl wxt 'a minid ixac 

.zepiwd lr miaezk mpde l`xyi lr wgl mepzie meid cr ediy`i lr

The basis for arguing that dki` zlibn is the model for all zepiw and miheit is that the first
four chapters of  dki` zlibn were written with lines that follow each other in alphabetical
order.  This style was taken a step further in chapter 3, when the edinxi `iap presents
three lines for each letter of the alphabet.  The style of the last chapter of  dki` zlibn
which is not written in alphabetical order is the model for the first  heit that we recite after
reading dki` zlibn; i.e. epl did dn 'd xekf in which the ohiit, xilwd xfril` borrows the
first words of each line of the last chapter of  dki` zlibn in order to build his dpiw.

Why was dki` zlibn written primarily in lines that follow each other in alphabetical
order?

`tl` zepiw zlbn xn`p dn iptne-zepicna izxy k d"c ` dyxt (`plie) dax dki`
exar l`xyi lke ('h l`ipc) aezky itl xne` dcedi 'x ,opaxe dingp 'xe dcedi 'x ,`zia
oizia `tl` z`fd dlbnd dazkp jkitl ,e"iz cre s"l`n daezk `idy ,'ebe jzxez z`

 .ef cbpk ef

,z"ia s"l`a zepiw zlibn dxn`p dnl-dayi dki` [`] d"c ` dyxt (xaea) dax dki`
m` aizkc ,e"iz cre s"l`n mkxal izxn` ip` `"c .mippewnd ita oiqxbp eidiy ick

s"l`n ewle egxq mde ,(bi /e"k `xwie/ my my) zeinnew cr ,(b ek `xwie) eklz izewga
 .e"iz cre

,a"`a [zepiw] dazkp dnl-dayi dki` [`] d"c ` dyxt (xaea) dki` - `hef yxcn
[z`] exar l`xyi lke xn`py ,dlek dxezd lk lr l`xyi exary [xne` xfril` iax]

l`xyi exary iptn] xne` ryedi iax .(`"i 'h l`ipc) jlewa reny izlal xeqe jzxez
 .dxezay zeize` /a"k/ k"k cbpk ,zexiar a"k

zepiwa dnl ,cca dayi dki` -dayi dki` d"c crz cenr (oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve`
f"r oipr lr mewnd mxidfdy dn lr l`xyi exary itl ?dki`a oigzet oizia `tl`d lk
 dki`d zyixc ,(a"i mixac) 'ebe dki` xn`l mdidl`l yexcz ote 'ebe jl xnyd xn`py

ß

ß

ß

ß
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.adf mrei dki` ,et`a airi dki` ,dayi dki` :dki` ly zerxd lk dnxb `id

dfd xtqd lk azkp dnle -dayi dki` d"c crz cenr (oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve`
mdita l`xyi lkl libxe oken dfd xtqd `diy liaya ?a"`ay zeize` a"k xeciqk

dnl `"c .(`"l mixac) 'ebe dxiyd z` mkl eazk dzre ,dlecbd dxiyd lr xn`py myk
,od a"k mleray zeixa lk oipn `ven dz` jk `l` zeize` a"k xeciqk dfd xtqd azkp

xn` jk liaya ,od zexec a"k epia` awri `ay cr oey`xd mc`n `ven dz` jk cere
lr ecnrie mipezgze mipeilr mleray zeixad lke zeize`d lke zexecd lk e`eai `iapd

zg` dyxte `zia `tl` dyya azkp xtqd lk .l`xyil eribdy zerxd lre zexvd
eyrpy 'b ,l`xyia eyrpy zeilb 'f cbpk jk dnle .'ebe epl did dn 'd xekf dpexg`a

,ziy`xa ini zyy cbpk a"` dyy cere .mixvna zg`e mlyexia 'be mihayd zxyra
m`e ,il ernyz `l m`e :`xwieay zeiyxt 'f cbpk 'f ixd 'd xekf dyxtd mr dyy cere
eklz m`e ,il ernyz `l dl` cr m`e ,mkytp lrbz ihtyn z` m`e ,eq`nz izewga
- .'f cbpk 'f - (e"k `xwie) il ernyz `l z`fa m`e ,il exqez `l dl`a m`e ,ixw inr
m` ,ilewa ernyz reny m` xn`ie :l`xyil zixa mewnd zxk zenewn draya cere

reny m` dide ,izevn l` ernyz reny m` dide ,oernyz awr dide ,eklz izewga
'd lewa rnyz ik ,z`fd devnd lk z` oexnyz xeny m` ik ,jidl` 'd lewa rnyz

dxiya `ven dz` miweqt 'f cere .- 'f cbpk 'f - .'ebe eizewge eizevn xenyl jidl`
cg`e dfd xtqa eazkp a"` 'c dnl .ezzinl jenq ciqgd dyn xn`y dxiya ,dlecbd

.oda l`xyi z` ciardl wicvd oiicd xfby zeikln 'c cbpk `l`  ?(yleyn a"`) 'b mdn
.ozyly cbpk dlewy mec` zeklne ,mec` zekln qxt icn laa :zeikln 'c od el`e

`ven dz` `l` ?jk dnle ,miweqt c"pw oda yie dfd xtqa od zeiyxt rax`
axgy cr xq`lt zlbze fg` inin xey` jlnl dcedi iklne l`xyi ikln ecarzypy

miwl` ea aezk `ven dz` i` zepiw ly dfd xtqd lka .mipy c"pw dpey`xa ziad
lka  .cala miwl` `l` d"ied `ven dz` i` ziy`xa ini zyya .cala d"ied `l`
'd mgpie 'd `xie aizk oky ,died `l` miwl` da aezk `ven dz` i` oiw ly dyxt
ux`d lk idie aizk oky 'd `l` `ven dz` i` dbltd xec ly dyxt lka .'d xn`ie
oky 'd `l` miwl` aezk `ven dz` i` mecq ly dyxt lka .'d cxie 'ebe zg` dty

dxeza l`xyi ly mdi`pey lr zeaezkd zellwd lka .'ebe mecq zwrf 'd xn`ie aizk
aizkc oey`xd mc`a m` ik miwl` d"ied miaezk d"awd ly zeny ipy `vnz `l

.mc`d l` miwl` d"ied `xwie

The zepiw that are generally recited in the Ashkenazic tradition concern four historical
periods:

ß
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The destruction of the ycwnd zia;
The zekln ibexd dxyr;
The Crusades;
The burning of the Talmud in Paris on June 17, 1242. 

There is a fifth category of  zepiw in which the zepiw begin with the word: oeiv.  The first
dpiw to be authored in this fashion is the  dpiw-il`y `ld oeiv which was authored by iax
ield dcedi.  

The basis for including  zepiw that were authored to commemorate historical events other
than the destruction of the ycwnd zia within the zepiw of  a`a dryz is provided by
i"yx who lived at the time of the Crusades:

zFxẌ ©d §e  mi ¦xẌ ©dÎlk̈ Ex §n Ÿ̀I ©e EdÏ ¦W Ÿ̀iÎl©r Edï §n §x ¦i o¥pFw §i ©e  -'dk weqt 'dl wxt 'a minid ixac
.zFpi ¦T ©dÎl©r mi ¦aEz §M mP̈ ¦d §e l ¥̀ ẍŸ §y ¦iÎl©r wŸg §l mEp §Y¦I ©e mFI ©dÎc©r EdÏ ¦W Ÿ̀iÎl©r m ¤di ¥zFpi ¦w §A

i"yxmd ,rxe`nd lr mikeae mippewn mdy dikae xrv mey mdl oncfnyk - wegl mpzie- 
erxi`y zexifba mibexdd lr zepiw mixikfny a`a dryza `nbec  .enr xrvd df mixikfn
zepzl (my) 'ebe l`xyia wg idze (`"i mihtey) `nbec  .ediy`i zen lr oeikai ok ,epinia

.dpya mini drax` icrlbd gzti zal

The rule that was enunciated by i"yx caused a controversy sixty years ago when
discussions began concerning establishing a day of memory for the d`ey.  There were
strong arguments made to simply include zepiw about the d`ey within the  zepiw that are
recited on a`a dryz.  The fact that we do have a oexkifd mei for the  d`ey demonstrates
which side won out.  However, out of respect for  i"yx’s position, it is customary to recite
a dpiw commemorating the  d`ey on a`a dryz. 

One of the challenges we face in reciting the zepiw is the difficult Hebrew langauge that
was used by the miphiit.  This problem was  anticipated by  l"fg and a solution was
suggested in mixteq zkqn:

  'gi wxt mixteq zkqn'c dkldqe`nd ,dinxi lyn miweqt drax` ,a`a dryza-
mieb e`a miwl`  :elld mixenfn ipye ,dl` lk z` ziyr dz` ik cr ,dcedi z` zq`n

dfa ,dlaw ixacl oinicwn dyecw ixac mewn lkay it lr s`e ;laa zexdp lre ,jzlgpa
  .dyecw ixacl oinicwn dlaw ixac'd dkldoixg`ny yie ,axra zepiw xtq oixewy yi-

 ,xt`a yltzn ey`xe ,cg` cner dxezd z`ixw xg`ly ,dxezd z`ixw xg`l xwad cr

1.
2.
3.
4.
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inl epzep e`l m`e ,ahen enbxzl `ed rcei m` .dlliae diikaa `xewe ,oiyleyn eicbae
.zewepizde miypde mrd x`y ea epiaiy itl mbxzne ,aeha enbxzl rceiy

mixteq zkqn is suggesting a simple solution to understanding the words of the  zepiw.
Read each dpiw line by line alternatively in Hebrew and then in the common language of
the congregation.  This is such a simple and effective idea because it is not the concepts
that are contained in the zepiw that are difficult to understand.  It is the language of the
zepiw that are difficult to understand.  Reading the translations of the zepiw out loud for
the congregation is all that is required in order to make the reading of the zepiw a much
more meaningful experience.

One last thought.  What makes the zepiw and miheit unique is that the authors of the
poems often wove their names within the words of the poems.  Thanks to that practice,
scholars have been able to identify the authors of many miheit.  The question one may ask
about this pracice is: why did the miphiit follow that practice? Many of them were ilecb
xecd, certainly vanity was not their driving force.  Yaakov Weingarten in his xtq: xcq
yxetnd zepiw provides a source that answers that question:

epwz xecd ilecb miyecw mlek 'd zcr dcrd lk ik ,dlerd llkd :'et wxt xyid aw xtq
ezekf cnrzy oiekie ,dgilqd e` heitd xagn my fnxd l` oiekl aeh ,okl  .miheitd

e` heit mixne`yk ,xagnd eze`l gex zgp yi ik  .xagnd gay zxin` oevxl dlriy
,l`xyi ly ozlitz mr miler zenypd f`y ,aeh meie zaya hxte  .dpeka ely dgilq

  .l`xyi ly ozltz oif`n d"awde
The xyid aw xtq teaches us the need to keep in mind the identity of the author of the
heit that we are reciting because as we recite the  heit with dpek, the author is benefitting
in the next world.  The same reason is given as to why one should mention the name of the
author of any dxez xac when we repeat that  dxez xac. 

Let us hope and pray that this is the last year that we need to recite zepiw. 
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