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1) What is the proper way to mourn over the destruction over the &P N'2?
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Our Rabbis taught: When the Temple was destroyed for the second time,!? large numbers
in Israel became ascetics, binding themselves neither to eat meat nor to drink wine. R.
Joshua got into conversation with them and said to them: My sons, why do you not eat
meat nor drink wine? They replied: Shall we eat flesh which used to be brought as an
offering on the altar, now that this altar is in abeyance? Shall we drink wine which used to
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be poured as a libation on the altar, but now no longer? He said to them: If that is so, we
should not eat bread either, because the meal offerings have ceased. They said: [That is so,
and] we can manage with fruit. We should not eat fruit either, [he said,] because there is no
longer an offering of firstfruits. Then we can manage with other fruits [they said]. But, [he
said,] we should not drink water, because there is no longer any ceremony of the pouring of
water.!! To this they could find no answer, so he said to them: My sons, come and listen to
me. Not to mourn at all is impossible, because the blow has fallen. To mourn overmuch is
also impossible, because we do not impose on the community a hardship which the
majority cannot endure, as it is written, Ye are cursed with a curse,'? yet ye rob me [of the
tithe], even this whole nation.!> The Sages therefore have ordained thus. A man may stucco
his house, but he should leave a little bare. (How much should this be? R. Joseph says, A
cubit square; to which R. Hisda adds that it must be by the door.)'* A man can prepare a
tull-course banquet, but he should leave out an item or two. (What should this be? R. Papa
says: The hors d'oeuvre of salted fish.) A woman can put on all her ornaments, but leave
off one or two. (What should this be? Rab said: [Not to remove] the hair on the temple.)'s
For so it says, If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget, let my tongue cleave
to the roof of my mouth if I remember thee not, if I prefer not Jerusalem above my chief
joy.'e What is meant by ‘my chief joy’?!” R. Isaac said: This is symbolised by the burnt
ashes!® which we place on the head of a bridegroom. R. Papa asked Abaye: Where should
they be placed? [He replied]: Just where the phylactery is worn ,as it says, To appoint unto
them that mourn in Zion, to give then a garland [pe'er] for ashes [epher].!” Whoever
mourns for Zion will be privileged to behold her joy, as it says, Rejoice ye with Jerusalem
etc.? It has been taught: R. Ishmael ben Elisha said: Since the day of the destruction of the
Temple we should by rights bind ourselves not to eat meat nor drink wine, only we do not
lay a hardship on the community unless the majority can endure it. And from the day that a
Government has come into power which issues cruel decrees against us and forbids to us
the observance of the Torah and the precepts? and does not allow us to enter into the
‘week of the son™ (according to another version, ‘the salvation of the son’),?> we ought by
rights to bind ourselves not to marry and beget children, and the seed of Abraham our
tather would come to an end of itself. However, let Israel go their way: it is better that they
should err in ignorance than presumptuously.?*

Footnotes:

(10) In 70 C.E.

(11) On the Feast of Tabernacles. v. Suk. IV.

(12) This is taken to mean: “You have laid on yourselves an adjuration (to bring the
tithe).’(13) Malachi, II1, 9. It is assumed that the adjuration would not have been effective
unless the whole nation had taken part in it; which is taken to show that we do not impose
a hardship unless we are sure that the majority can stand it.

(14) V. supra p. 219, no. 5.

(15) Which was usually removed as a mark of elegance.
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(16) Ps. CXXXVII, 5.6.

(17) Lit., ‘Head of my joy’.

(18) Lit., ‘ashes from the hearth’.

19) Isa. LXI, 3. The word pe'er is supposed to refer to the phylacteries on the basis of the
verse, Bind thy headtire (pe'erka) upon thee. (Ezek. XXIV, 17.)

(20) Isa. LXI, 10.

(21) The reference is to the persecution instituted by the Emperor Hadrian after the revolt
of Bar Kochba, 135 C.E.

(22) L.e., the rite of circumcision. [So Rashb. and Rashi, Sanh. 32b. This term is said to have
been adopted by the Jews as a disguise during the Hadrianic persecutions when the rite was
prohibited in order to remove any suspicion that they were engaged in a religious
observance. Others explain the term as denoting the seven days festivities that followed the
birth of a child. V. Bergmann. J., M.G.W.J. 1932, 465ff;and cf. Krauss, op. cit. II, 438. The
expression ‘the week of the daughter’

(23) “The redemption of the son’ (Rashi): or, “The birth of a son” (R. Tam); Tosaf. B.K.80a,

.V
(24) And therefore we do not tell them this, since in any case they would go on marrying
and begetting children.

Transtation Reproduced from the Davka Soncino Talmud CD-ROM

2) Should we continue to recite MI’P even though we have established the State of
Israel?

Rabbi Chaim Dovid Ha-Levi, Chief Rabbi of Tel-Aviv
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