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ceak idi
ceak idi is the only part of  dxnfc iweqt that can be identified as true "dxnfc iweqt" 
because it is the only part of  dxnfc iweqt that is a collection of miweqt and does not
contain within it a chapter of  miweqt.  The challenge in studying ceak idi is in trying to
understand why these  miweqt were chosen and why they were placed in the order that we
read them.

It is universally felt that ceak idi is an introduction to ixy` and the  mixenfn that follow
ixy`.  These  mixenfn represent  'pw-'dnw miwxt milidz, the final six chapters of
milidz.  Our reading the last six chapters of  milidz is considered as if we finish milidz
each day. That is the basis for the position of the `xnb that we previously learned: 

xn`de ?ipi` .mei lka lld ixnebn iwlg `di :iqei iax xn`-'` 'nr 'giw sc zay zkqn
.`xnfc iweqta Î opixn`w ik ? ¦scbne sxgn df ixd mei lka lld `xewd :xn

The  leky`d xtq explains how ceak idi is an introduction to ixy`.
cecl dldza ligziy mcew xn`y jexa zkxa xg`e-'` cenr 'e sc dxnfc iweqt zekld

dldz cr oitiqeny miweqtd eli`ay xne`y in yie .mlerl 'd ceak idi xnele geztl ebdp
.cecl dldzay miweqt `"k cbpk zexkf` `"k oda yi cecl

One cannot fail to notice that whoever compiled the miweqt that were combined to create
ceak idi aimed to deliver the message that  ixy` and that the mixenfn that follow are a
form of  lld.  How else can one explain how the second, third and fourth miweqt in idi
ceak,  jxean 'd my idi ,yny gxfnn and mieb lk lr mx are also the second, third and
fourth  miweqt in the first paragraph of  lld.  

Although ceak idi consists of a mixture of  miweqt, it is also the only section of iweqt
dxnfc that contains a line which appears to be a weqt but is in reality the combination of
parts of three miweqt; two from milidz and one from the dxez; i.e. the following line: 
 cre mlerl jlni 'd ,jln 'd ,jln 'd. This line is a combination of the following miweqt: 

('eh 'i milidz) evx`n mieb eca` cre mler jln 'd; 
;('` 'bv milidz) henz la laz oekz s` xf`zd  fer 'd yal ,yal ze`b jln 'd

.('gi ,'eh zeny) cre mlerl jlni 'd 

•
•
•
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Although many commentators note that this line is a combination of the  miweqt,  none
explain why  l"fg created this combination.  Such a combination might be overlooked
except for the fact that the line appears in prominent places within the xeciq.  It appears in
epipir e`xi in the weekday aixrn, the jenk oi` prayer that we recite before removing the
dxez from the oex` on zay and aeh mei and it appears in the zrcl z`xd dz` prayer on
dxez zgny.  It is also the basis for a very well known heit that we recite on dpyd y`x
and xetik mei.  

It is possible that l"fg created this line and added it to ceak idi in order to prevent a
misunderstanding based on the  weqt that precedes jln 'd  in ceak idi.  The preceding
weqt reads: jln 'd mieba exn`ie ux`d lbze minyd egnyi.  In that  weqt the last two
words, jln 'd, are in xar oeyl.  Translated into English they read: G-d ruled.  Had
nothing been added to ceak idi, one might conclude that Jews believe that G-d ruled in
the past but no longer rules.  To prevent that misunderstanding from the  weqt, l"fg may
have added the emphatic line: G-d rules; G-d ruled and G-d will rule forever and ever.

Rabbi Aryeh Leib Frumkin in his commentary to oe`b mxnr ax xcq notes that the lra
mixyi zelitz felt that the order of the tenses in the line mlerl jlni 'd ,jln 'd ,jln 'd
 cre should read past, present and future and not present, past and future as in our text.
The  mixyi zelitz lra argues that the order should follow the words in  mler oec`: `ede
dx`tza didi `ede ded `ede did.  In fact, one version of the oe`b mxnr ax xcq has only
the words jln 'd (present) and cre mlerl jlni 'd (future) after:  lbze minyd egnyi
jln 'd mieba exn`ie ux`d (past).  The mdxa`c  `zelv xeciq notes the dispute but
answers the  mixyi zelitz lra as follows: When we speak of the  mler ly epeax’s view
of time, we should only speak about the present.  In the mler ly epeax’s world all of
history is happening all the time.  It is not necessary to speak about the past or the future.
But if one insists on speaking about the present, the past and the future,  then in order to
properly express the mler ly epeax’s view of history, the discussion about the ly epeax
mler view of history should always begin by noting the present.

Rabbi Joseph Hertz, l"vf, in his xeciq, notes a pattern within the miweqt of ceak idi: This
consists of scriptural verses, brought together not only by similarity of ideas but also of
phrase.  Each subsequent verse contains some word or idea already contained in the
preceding.
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SUPPLEMENT

SOURCES FOR cre mlerl jelni 'd ,jln 'd jln 'd 

 c dkld ci wxt mixteq zkqn zephw zezkqn

?gzet ikide  .dxez xtq ly rnya exn` rny dfi`a  .rny lr qxet `ed `iapa xihtnd
in ,jiyrnk oi`e 'd midl`a jenk oi` :xne`e xihtnd cner jk xg`e .jzia iayei ixy`

lk zekln jzekln ,`lt dyer zelidz `xep ycewa xc`p dkenk in 'd mil`a dkenk
licbi ewcv utg 'd ,cre mlerl jelni 'd ,jln 'd jln 'd ,xece xec lka jzlynne minler
z` ziyr dz` jcal 'd `ed dz` ,melya enr z` jxai 'd ozi enrl fer 'd ,xic`ie dxez

z` dign dz`e mda xy` lke minid dilr xy` lke ux`d m`av lke minyd iny minyd
.miegzyn jl minyd `ave mlek

 dyn dlry drya d"c ey cenr (oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve` 

mipeilra yecw eyexit dfe .eceak ux`d lk `ln ze`av 'd yecw yecw yecw mixne`
xzkd ribny dryae  .l`xyi ze`av seqa ycwpd 'd minler lka yecw mipezgza yecw

mlek miriwx lke sxtxy ipc`  .oiyrxzne milblbzn dakxnd ilblb cin ceakd `qkl
migvet mexn iliig lk enewna ayil ceakd `qk lr xaer xzkdy dryae .dlglg mfge`

xzkd ribny dryay d"awd ly egay d`xe `a .enewnn 'd ceak jexa mixne`e mdit
`qke dakxnd ilblbe mitxye zeig lke ,eicarn xzkd lawl ey`x 'd wifgn ey`xa

xcde ced oipzepe mi`bzne mixagzne milcbzn miaexke milnyge dlrn iliige ceakd
:eyexit edfe .cre mlerl jelni 'd jln 'd jln 'd cg` dta mixne`e mlek eze` mikilnne

s`e .`ad mlerl cre mlerl jelni 'd ;mlerd `xapyn jln 'd ;mlerd `xapy mcew jln 'd
 .dielld xece xecl oeiv jiwl` mlerl 'd jelni xne`e mdnr mikqn eny gazyi d"awd

 dpeaza miny opek d"c etz cenr (oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve`

cner xwae xwa lky ?cvik ,egayl `l` m`xa `l mipeilrd s`y ,dpeaza miny opek
dige  .eixg` oiper dlrn icecb lke ,cre mlerl jelni 'd jln 'd jln 'd xne`e eiptl j`ln

dlrn icecb lke .jxeand 'd z` ekxa zxne`e dny l`xyie riwxd rvn`a zcner zg`
'w 'w dze` mixnebe micner mitxy exnbiy mxhe ,cre mlerl jxeand 'd jexa dixg` oiper
.enewnn 'd ceak jexa mixne`e micrxzne miyrxzn ycwd zeige ,=yecw yecw yecw= 'w

 eny jxazi .zn` 'd epiwl` 'd 'ebe mlerl 'd jelni cg` dta mixne`e mlek micner k"g`e
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xidfde dyn i"r diyexite diwecwce dizeklde zn` zxez l`xyil ozpy d"awd ly
zekldd on l`nye oini exeqi `le g"z z` el`yie ernyie ecnliy ick l`xyil d"awd

aizk ,(f"i mixac) 'ebe xacd on xeqz `l xn`py ,dynn elawy minkg mdl exn`iy
ip` on`pe miiwn epi`y inn rxtl on`p ip` ('f mixac) 'd ip` mze` mziyre mzxnye
ze`a mlera miyer l`xyiy zevn lk l"aix`c epiide ,miiwny inl aeh xky mlyl

 .(b"n diryi) zn` exn`ie ernyi ewcvie mdicr epzi xn`py a"derl mdl zecirne

 z` iytp ikxa d"c wz cenr (oiihypfii`) miyxcnd xve` 

eny `ypzie mnexzie x`tzie gazyie jxazi  .eycw my z` iaxw lke 'd z` iytp ikxa
eleq eny exnf miwl`l exiy ,dldze dkxa lk lr mnexne ,d"awd miklnd ikln jln ly

,miwl` oi` eicrlane oexg` `ede oey`x `edy ,eiptl eflre eny dw-a zeaxra akexl
cg` j`ln meie mei lka `aiwr 'x xn` .=cre mlerl ezekln ceak my jexa= e"lnkya
icecb lke cre mlerl jelni 'd jln 'd jln 'd xne`e gzete zixgy riwxd rvn`a cner

wewge l`xyi dnyy my yi zg` dig ekxal ribnyk ,ekxal ribny cr eixg` oiper dlrn
cec xn` dilre ,l`xyi idl` zgz izi`x xy` digd l`wfgi xn` dilre ,l`xyi dgvn lr

zxne`e riwxd rvn`a zcnere `qkd z` z`yepe ,gex itpk lr `cie srie aexk lr akxie
.cre mlerl jxeand 'd jexa dixg` oiper dlrn icecb lke ,jxeand 'd z` ekxa mx lewa

,lecbe mx lewa mixne`e mlerd z` miyirxn ycwd itxy mditn xacd xenbi `ly cr
mipte`d mditn xacd xenbi `ly cr ,eceak ux`d lk `ln ze`av 'd yecw yecw yecw
cr ,dig dze`e .enewnn 'd ceak jexa ,mixne`e mlerd lk micirxne micrexe milblbzn

zxne` ,dlrn ly `ilnt lke zepgn lke micecb lke mixqth lke dlrn ixy lk miybpy
`edy ekxa gk lecb dnk zcnl `d .cg` 'd epiwl` 'd l`xyi rny ,l`xyi dnyy digl
aiag dnk d`xe `ea .m`xeal mikxane ea miynzyn mik`lnd elit`y dlrn iqiqkhn
dfi`a epcnll dakxn icxeil xidfd ixdy ,yecw eiptl mixne` l`xyiy dn d"awd iptl

,gegp gixl eiptl zelrdle epxveil gex zgp zeyrle xdfdl epl yie ,yecw eiptl xn`p oipr
ip`y dn ipal ecibze exn`z m` dakxn icxei ux`le minyl mz` mikexa mdl xn` oke
exn`e mze` ecnle ,yecw mixne` mz`y drya dgpnd zltzae zixgy zltza dyer
il oi`y ,yecw iptl mixne` mz`y drya mkzltz zia cbpk riwxl mkipir e`y mdl

mz`y drya mkipira zehian ipire ipirl ze`eyp mkipiry dry dze`k inlera d`pd
ecirde .gegp gixk iptl dlere xceq dry dze`a mkitn `veid lewdy ,yecw iptl mixne`

`qka il dwewgd mkia` awri ly eipt xzqlwl dyer ip`y mi`ex mz` zecr dn mdl
icie dze` wagne wypne stbne dilr rxek ip` yecw iptl mixne` mz`y dryay ,iceak

'd yecw yecw yecw xn`py xack ,yecw iptl mixne` mz`y enk minrt yly izerexf lr
 .eceak ux`d lk `ln ze`av
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TRANSLATION OF SOURCES

'` 'nr 'giw sc zay zkqn-Rabbbi Yossi said: May I be among those who finish Hallel
each day.  Is that so? Did not Mar teach: He who reads Halle each day is considered a
heretic? What did Rabbi Yossi mean? That I be among those who read Pseukei D’Zimra
each day.

'` cenr 'e sc dxnfc iweqt zekld leky`d xtq-After the Bracha of Baruch Sh’Amar and
before reciting Ashrei it was a custom to begin by reciting the verses beginning with YiHi
Kavod Hashem L’Olam.  There is one who explains that within the verses that we add
before Tehilla L’Dovid we recite the name of G-d 21 times as against the 21 verses which
comprise Tehilla L’Dovid.
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