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Anyone who has a serious interest in understanding 1281 owes it to himself to purchase
the 11N3 @MY 37 MO, the first compilation of MDA that was authored in the 9th
Century, C.E. It feels comforting when his M%'DN 77D matches ours. But when his 77D
M on differs, it is exciting because he is challenging us to investigate when and why in
Jewish History the change occurred. The MmN of Mooy present us an
opportunity to discuss two differences between the [N BIRY 29 MT°D and our practices;
in the recitation of ¥373 93 and [AMT 910D,

)1 55

Despite its popularity and renown, studying the 1290 of ™71 52 will give a student of
m75N a migraine headache. No one knows the origin of the m29n. Its purpose is murky.
And it leaves students of 1297 baffled. 27
D MY begins his discussion of 773 92 by

saying: 2 [PV " and he closes his Perhaps DY 237 and BN 1339
discuSSion by reporting: Nn:’nb: WWJW SJN provlded us Wlth some Clues‘When :-\

Dating the authorship of 173 52

NI W 273, This is the language of his DY told us that D PRAYY BN

version: maybe he was letting us know that the

Sonyymy o X \ \ ; custom had just begun. And perhaps
RIVTTRYPY 3T A ORI 22 the reason that QN 2% felt

D¥MD27 2D, NI D) 5Y NIDNT comfortable in changing the language
NIT1M 0222 .95 NI I O I 1AV [was because it was a custom that was

PR NITTI 9T 0N DA 130N 2105 1183y |only then taking hold universally.
DN .TIDN IND 1N 119DN DN O 973 N
1D IND PN 1D DD BN LW IND PN BRI TP 0N 0 IND 1R 1370 80
PRI OO D13 05 AR 5B NP MDRT Sva npun 9T vl
21122 117931 A IND @Y .B1P NP AR 8D 0 KDY DN KDY 972 KD 1N
3w oy 5% 90 83102 [ 9 BN 032 Y 555 Mo 9nna
AT

The most noticeable difference between our version of %173 92 and the version of 37
BA8Y lies in the phrase 1399 NI P DY Y 2YY DD D1, Our version
(pre-Artscroll) was 27 1307 N2 29192 O 7Y 711 27719192 21, Our MO looks to

annul vows that we might make in the future while the version of RT1Y 29 was meant to
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annul past vows. The change in the language was instituted by QI 1329 in the 12th

century. It was changed as a result of halachic concerns. You can find the full discussion

in DN 777000 ,N Y 710 /T 29773 NoDD
NPaD2 1'% MW7 For a scholarly review of
the history of 772 53, you can read an article

entitled: 7773 557 D13 TR 93V by
Professor Naftali Wieder in his book:
JIDI) T3 TODAT IO I
Professor Wieder points out that since the
time of RIMAY 37, communities chose to
tollow

one of four options: 1) omit 771 P 2) use the
version that related to the vows of the past
year 3) use the version that concerned future

vows 4) use a version that sought to annul
vows of the past year and the next year. The
majority of communities followed BN 7. In
our time, many of us have recited two of those
versions. The Philip Birnbaum edition of the
MM used the version that related only to
future vows. The Artscroll edition includes a
version that refers to both past and future
vows. The notes provided by both the
Artscroll and the Birnbaum editions provide a
good place to start learning about this prayer.

N2 013 7907 2105

After the prayer of Y7, R2AY 27
placed the following chapters of
YR 17, 19, 25, 33, 32, 34, 51, 90,
65, 135, 85, 86, 103, 104, 121, 124,
130 and 136. The following chapters
are not part of our version of P1DD
maRrT: 17, 25, 32, 51, 65, 85, 86, 103,
104, 121, 124 and 130. What 29
D72V did in adding to AT PIDD
was not unique. We add to our
version of [T PIDD on B NIV
2. BABY 27 was merely following

the rule that M7 geli=)> should

prepare one for the prayer of that day.
The question therefore is not why did

DAY 37 add to AT PIDD but
why do we not tailor our version of
AT 9PIDD to prepare ourselves

for MDD DY NSON.

WHICH VOWS?

73 53 presents issues because it is an attempt to disaffirm vows in a public arena.

Birnbaum in his M hinted to another purpose. This prayer acquired intense significance during
the period of Spanish persecutions where some hundred thousand Jews were forced to forswear their faith and
adopt a new religion. Many of these attended synagogne in secret at the risk of their lives and used the 55
17 texct as a form of renouncing vows imposed upon them by the Inquisition. Perhaps the purpose of
373 53 is to remember those Jews who lived in such difficult times when they had to
choose between life and conversion. Maybe 2”11 wanted us to begin M9 &Y
recognizing how lucky we are to live in a time when we do not have to choose between life

and conversion. mjmhialuiakinininlah
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